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Resources for High School and College Students 
and for Concerned Citizens Across America 
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NEW: FREEDOM IN AMERICA SERIES 



The US. 

Constitution Reader 




CHUCK STETSON 
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tution Reader 




■ Delivers Social Studies Resources for Students and Adults 

■ Provides an Analysis of Americas Founding Documents 

■ Builds Context for Understanding Primary Source Documents 
• Engages and Challenges Readers through Activities 

and Projects 

The U. S. Constitution Reader 
Available NOW! 

Learn more at constitutioncurriculum.org 





Freedom in America, Part 1: Through 1865 

Available November 2015 

Freedom in America, Part II: 1865 to the Present 

Available February 2016 
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The BiMe and Its Influence 

■ A textbook that is First Amendment- 
safe for public school instruction and 
adult learners 

■ Supports high school electives in 
English and Social Studies 

■ Used in more than 600 schools 
in 43 states 

Learn more at bibleliteracy.org 



The Hebrew Bible 

■ An online, three-semester-credit 
college course 

■ Based on the Hebrew Scriptures, the 
first Vi of The Bible and Its Influence 

» Offered through Concordia 
U n i ve rs i ty, Portia n d, O rego n 

Learn more at cu- port la nd.edu 



Flourishing Through Business 

■ An online, three-semester-credit 
college course 

■ Available through Oklahoma 
Wesleyan University and Florida 
State University 

For course details, email Chuck Stetson: 
chuck@essentialsineducation.org 



Essentials in Education 115 East 62 nd Street New York, NY 10065 

Contact: 866-633-0585 or info@essentialsineducation.org 

Essentials in Education, founded by Chuck Stetson in 2001, is a non-profit educational organization which seeks to enrich lives. 
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Letters 



Crime and Over-punishment 

ItissurprisingfhattheeditorsofN ational Review wouldpublishStephanos 
Bibas’sarticle,whichdescribesatlengththeharmfulsocialeffectsofkeep- 
ingconvictedcriminalsbehindbarsbutentirelyneglectstomentiontheenor- 
mous good such practices have 
produced (“Prisoners without 
Prisons,”September21). 

Bibasassertsinpassingthatwe 
have gained “too little benefit to 
show” for what he calls “over- 
inprisonmentf’butheneglectsto 
specify anybenefitsatall.It’snot 
clearthathethinksthereareany. 

Here ’ sone :Theli vesoftensof 
thousands of people have been 
savedbecauseofthesteepdecline 
inviolentcrimeintheU. S . ^specially homicide, sincethe 1 990s. Surely the 
growingprisonpopulationbeginninginthel980shadsomethingtodowithit. 

Apart from that major omission, he has some useful and interesting 
thingstosay. 

RayEnslow 

LosAngeles 



Stephanos Bib as responds: Ofcourseimprisonmentbringsconcreteben- 
efits as well as costs ; I believe that most of the defendants whom I once 
prosecutedneededsomeimprisonment.Butthequestionisoneofnet,not 
gross, benefits.Aswithtaxrates,thereisapointofdiminishingandeven- 
tuallynegativereturns,andwemaywellhavepassedit. 

Themostrigorousstudiesattributeonlyamodestfractionofthedropin 
crimetoimprisonment;muchofthecreditgoestotheremovalofleadfrom 
gasolineandpaint,increasednumbersofpoliceofficers,policingmethods 
drivenbydatasystemssuchasCompStat,theagingofthehigh-crimeyouth 
cohort, thewaningofthecrackepidemic,decliningalcoholconsumption, 
and(controversially)thelegalizationofabortion. 

Manyeconomistsconcludethat,atthispoint,devotingadditionaldollars 
topolicingisfarmoreeffectivethandevotingthemtoimprisonment,and 
carries a much lower social as well as monetary cost. Equating temporal 
sequence with simple causation is the classic fallacy of post hoc , ergo 

propter hoc . And I presume that if abortion reduces crime, Mr. Enslow 
would not jump from that gross benefit to advocating its mass use as a 
crime-controlmeasure. 





Letters may be submitted by e-mail to letters@nationalreview.com. 
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The Week 




Text 



■ TheNewYorkCityCouncilhonoredEthelRosenberg.One 
hundredmillionpeoplewereunavailableforcomment. 

■ IfDonaldTrumpstoppedinsultingpeopleJiewouldpractically 
berenderedmute,buthehas abully ’ sinability to take whathe 
dishesout.TrumpthrewanepictempertantrumonTwitterafter 
Rich Lowry said on Fox News that in the last debate, Carly 
Fiorinahad“cutDonaldTrump ’ sballsoffwiththeprecisionofa 
surgeon.”TrumpdemandedthatLowrybebannedfromtelevi- 
sionandfinedbytheFCC.(Isn’thesupposedtobetheanti-PC 
candidate?) Trump followed this up in TV interviews with a 
stringofhistypicallywitlessput-downs,callingLowrya 44 loser,” 
44 atotalfool,”and — thiswasparticularlyclever — “abadguy.’To 
sayTrumphasanunpresidentialtemperamentistoputitmildly. 
One imagines the mogul sitting in silk paj amas plotting his 
revengelateatnightintheWhiteHouseresidenceoverdispleas- 
ingtweetsandunwelcomeTVcommentaryAsforLowry’ssalty 
expression, maybe he shouldhave said “cojones” instead — but 
weknowTrumpinsistsonEnglish. 

■ Decliningpollnumbersledtodecliningfundraising,andthen 
totheendofScottWalker’spresidentialcampaign.Hehadbeen 
consumedbythetaskofsurvivingasgovemorinWisconsin — he 
was electedin20 1 0, facedarecallin20 1 2 , and wonreelection 
justlastyear — andwasunpreparedforanationalrace.Heflip- 
floppedaggressively,withaidesconstantlyexplaininghisstrate- 
giccalculationsinthepapers.Walkerhasadvertisedhimselfas 
prudent, solid, no-nonsense.Droppingoutwasadecisionthatfit 
thatdescription. 

■ DuringtheCNNdebateinmidSeptember,CarlyFiorinachal- 
lengedPresidentObamaandHillaryClintontowatchthevideos 
exposing Planned Parenthood: 4 ‘Watch a fully formed fetus on 
the table, its heartbeating , its legs kicking while someone says 
wehavetokeepitalivetoharvestitsbrain.”Criticshavebeen 
makingFiorinaoutasafantasistnon-stopeversince.Thedetails 
oftheircasehavevaried.Onemedia“fact-checker”claimedthat 
thekickingbabywastheresultofstillbirth,notabortion;butit 
wasFiorinawhowasrightaboutthat.Thevideoshowsatechni- 
cianwhousedtoworkwithPlannedParenthooddescribinghow 
shewasinstructedtotakethebrainofafetus,intercutwithstock 
footageof adifferentkickingfetus .Fiorinamisled, surelyinad- 
vertently,insuggestingitwasthesamefetus.Buthercriticsare 
evadingthebasicpointofthescene:Itoffersvividtestimonythat 
PlannedParenthoodsometimestakesorgansfromlivingfetuses 
andarrangesitsabortionprocedurestothatend.Theyhavegen- 
erallychargedherwithhavingmadeupthescenealtogether.In 
thiscaseit’stheaccusationoflyingthatisawillfuluntruth. 

| ■ BenCarsontoldNBCthatapresidentcouldespouseanyfaith 

| “consistentwiththeConstitution,”butthathewouldnot“puta 

£ Muslim in charge of this nation.” Days later he elaborated to 




CNN : “F ve worked with Muslims . F ve trained Muslims . F ve 

operatedonMuslims . There are alotofMuslims who are very 

patriotic.”But“theydon’tacceptsharia.”Carsondistinguishes 

Mushmswhodon’taccepttheConstitutionfromMuslimswho 

do;pollsdoshowthatmanyAmericanMuslimsholdbeliefsthat 

are incompatible with the Constitution (e.g., aboutwhatfate 

shouldbefallconvertsawayfromIslam).Howmanyareenough 

tocauseconcem?Americaoncehadaproblemwithanotherreli- 

gionbeginning with 4 4 M . ’ ’Inthemid 1 9thcentury,Mormonsran 

apolygamousnation-stateinthewest;theyhadbeenmurdered, 

andtheyhadcommittedmurdersJtwasreasonabletobewaryof 

them(thel856GOPplatformcalledpolygamyandslavery 44 twin 

relicsofbarbarism”).Timeandreformmoderatedthefaithuntil 

GeorgeandMittRomneyranforpresidentwithoutseriousreli- 

giousopposition.Islamshouldundergosimilarprobation,with- 

outbarringthedoortoanyqualifiedindividual. 

■ DonaldTrumpstunnedthepoliticalworldyetagain,thistime 
bybeingboring Aftermonthsofsayinghewantedtoraisetaxes 
on the rich, he delivered a fairly conventional Republican tax 
planthateutstheirtaxesquitealotltisopentoobjectionssimilar 
tothosethathavebeenraisedagainstplansfromhisRepublican 
rivals. His tax cuts are ludicrously large — $ 1 2 trillion over ten 
years — given the deficits we face and his unwillingness to see 
entitlementsreformed.Theyareanextremelygooddealforthe 
richbutdonothingtorelievetheburdenofthepayrolltax.His 
proposaltotaxbusinessesontheirforeigneamings,evenwhen 
thoseeamingsstayoverseas,seemswrongheadedbut,giventhe 
low tax rates he would apply to business, unimportant. We’re 
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A Clarion Call: 

Prevent a Nuclear Iran 

A message from Brigadier General Donald B. Smith, U.S. Army (Ret.) 
and the American Security Council Foundation 

A Clarion Call to arms for every member of the American Security Council 
Foundation family: urge our members of Congress to vote YES on the dis- 
approval resolution which will prevent the pending Iran nuclear deal from 
ratifying. 

Some of you may have seen the full-page ad in the New YorkTimes, in which 
214 retired generals and admirals called for Congress to reject the Iran deal. 
This ad followed a letter in which these retired flag officers warned Congress 
of the dangers inherent in the impending nuclear deal with Iran. In their let- 
ter they stated, “In our professional opinion, far from being an alternative to 
war, the Joint Comprehensive Plan of Action makes it likely that the war the 
Iranian regime has waged against us since 1979 will continue, with far higher 
risks to our national security interests. Accordingly, we urge the Congress to reject this defective accord.” 

As the Chairman of the Board of the American Security Council Foundation, I join with these patriots in asking 
the American people who truly care about our national security and freedom to reach out to their representatives 
in Congress and urge them to reject this deal, which will certainly be a harbinger of perilous times to come if we 
don’t step up and put a stop to it. 

It is incredibly hard to believe that our Commander-in-Chief and leaders in Washington could put forth such a 
dangerous deal which supports a terrorist state and terrorism in general. The nuclear related economic sanctions, 
although not perfect, have had a profound impact on Iran’s economy. Removing these sanctions, will funnel more 
resources, not only to the Islamic regime, but also to terrorist groups throughout the Middle East. This so called 
Joint Comprehensive Plan of Action not only jeopardizes our own national security interests, but also puts Israel, 
our most dependable ally in the Middle East, in great jeopardy. 

America must take a stand and reject this plan which only seeks to weaken and destabilize our national security; we 
must get back to the strategy of Peace Through Strength , under which President Ronald Reagan, and later President 
George H. W. Bush, brought down the Berlin wall and the Soviet Union without the firing of a single shot. To 
ensure our safety and that of our allies we urgently need to return to our successful foreign policy based on a strategy 
of Peace Through Strength while emphasizing the four pillars of economic strength, diplomatic strength, military 
strength, and moral leadership. 

At a time when we are greatly reducing the capability of our military by cutting back our forces to dangerously 
weak levels, we cannot afford to make such critical mistakes in foreign-policy. We cannot support rogue states who 
hate the United States and everything we stand for; who have vowed to “raise the flag of Islam over the White 
House.” 

While we are making contact with members of Congress, let us also remind them of the importance of a strong 
military. We must urge them to stop crippling our armed forces with massive personnel and budget cuts, and to take 
action to ensure that the United States of America will continue to foster the best equipped, the best trained, and 
the best led military in the entire world. Again, please join the ASCF and the 214 retired flag officers in compelling 
Congress to reject this dangerous Iran deal. America’s best days can still be ahead of us, and America can remain the 
beacon of freedom, hope, and justice for the entire world to see. Let’s continue working together to keep America 
free and strong! 

Approved by the Board of Directors of the American Security Council Foundation: 



Donald B. Smith 

Brigadier General, U.S. Army (Ret.) 
Chairman of the Board 
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THE WEEK 



happy to welcome Trump to supply-side conservatism, and 
weTlleaveittohimtoexplaintohissupporterswhyhisplanis 
sosimilarto JebBush’ s . 

■ Hillary Clinton came out against the Keystone pipeline at a 

campaignstopinlowa.Themovecastslightonthestateofthe 
Democrats, andofhercampaign.StoppingKeystoneisatouch- 
stone for green groups , who w ant to slow the development of 

Alberta’starsands.BernieSanders(whothreatensMrs.Clinton) 
and Martin O ’ Malley (who doesn’ t) both oppose the pipeline. 

The Obama administrationhas executed a seven-year straddle 
on the issue, unwilling to disappoint either greens or labor 
unionsandtheoilandconstructionindustries .ThatMrs .Clinton 
feelstheneedtoruntoherformerboss’sleftshowstheheat she 

isfeelingfromthatside(theonlyremainingside?)ofherparty. 
UnansweredbyherorKeystone’sotherenemiesiwhyAmerica 
shouldspurntheoilofafreeandfriendlyneighbor.Maybethe 
StateDepartmentknows;somebodychecktheserver. 

■ Speaking of the server: The words “Clinton” and “perjury” 
were back in the headlines again in September after the De 
partmentofDefensereportedthatithadf oundaseriesofe-mails 
onMrs.Clinton’sprivateserverthatshehadnothandedoveras 
promised.Underoath,ClintonhadassuredtheObamaadmin- 
istrationthatsheandherteamhadprovidedall“work-related” 
correspondence . The DoD ’ s discovery of a conversation with 
GeneralDavidPetraeusindicatesthatthiswasnotinfacttrue. 
InadditiontocastingyetmoredoubtsonClinton’shonestyand 
reliability, thislatestdevelopmentneatlyunderscoredwhythe 
FBnssointerestedinClinton’sserver:because,bykeepingher 
correspondence outside the State Department’s IT system, 
Clintonrendereditimpossibleforthegovernmenttoknowwith 
anycertaintywhatwassentandreceivedwhileshewassecre- 
tary of state .Drip , drip , drip . . . 

■ Mrs.Clintongaveaspeechinwhichshedeclared,dueprocess 
andallthatbedamned,thatwomenmakingallegationsofsexual 
assauhhave‘‘therighttobebeheved.’Wesuspectthatshe’sslip- 
pinganexecutive-privilegeexemptioninthere, somewhere. 

■ Answering a questioner at an Iowa event, Jeb Bush praised 
America’spowersofassimilationbutwamedthatmulticultural- 
ismcanthwartthem.‘‘Whenyoucreatepocketsofisolation,and 

in some cases, the assimil ationprocess has beenretarded, it’s 
wrong.Itlimitspeople’saspirations.”Seeinganopportunityto 
weaponizeaword, Talking Points Memo putup a post head- 
lined “Jeb : A ‘Multicultural’ Society May Lead to ‘Retarded’ 
Assiniction” — asifBushhadsomehowbeentrash-talkingthe 
developmentally arrested. Josh Marshall, Wonkette, and other 
canariesretweetedtheslur.Butwhenevenliberals — ChrisHay es, 
Vox — objected, since“retard”isafterallinthedictionary(“ v. — tr. 
Toimpedeoidelay;causetoproceedslowly”),thestorywithered. 
MarshalletaLarenotdevelopmentallyarrested — justlazyhacks. 

■ SenatorB ernieS anders(I. ,Vt.),representingthewhitestcon- 
stituencyintheseUnitedStates,toldagroupofcollegestudents 
thattheUnitedStateswasfounded,“fromwayback,onracist 
principles.”AddthistothelistofthingsaboutSandersthatare 
notquiteright.Itmayseemlikeamatterofsemantics,butthere 

is an important distinction to be made: The United States of 



Americawasnotfoundedonracistprinciples — itwasfounded 
onthemostnobleandhumaneprinciplesevertoshapeanation- 
state.Whatwaspresent, abominably, attheAmericanfounding 
was racist practice. The tension between American principle 
andAmericanpracticewasnotlostonthefoundinggeneration, 
even(sometimesespecially)ontheslave-holdingamongthem. 
SenatorSandersis,asanyon ewhohasheardhimspeakknows, 
a man wi th simplistic views and a cartoonish understanding 
of — well,almosteverything.Butittakesaspecialkindofcivic 
illiteracytomissthatourgreatnationalsinwasnotinourprin- 
ciplesbutinourfailuretoliveuptothem,andbythem. 

■ TheObamaadministrationhas announcedplans to welcome 
10,00Qrefugeesfromwar-tomSyriaoverthenextfiscalyearand 
toincreasetheUnitedStates’annualtotalrefugeecapfrom70,000 
tol00,000by2017,toaccommodatemore.That’stoolittlefor 
HillaryClintonandherDemocraticopponentMartinO’Malley, 
who have called on the administration to take 65 ,000 S yrian 
refugeesrightaway.TheplightofSyria’smillionsofdisplacedis 
heart-rending.Buttherearequestionstoask.Giventhatanover- 
whelmingnumberof migrantsaremenfromtheMiddleEastand 
NorthAfricalookingforwork,canwedistinguishbetweengen- 
uinerefugeesandeconomicmigrants?Canweadequatelyinves- 
tigateSyrianrefugeestomakesurenonehavetiestothelslamic 
State, whichhasalreadydemonstratedaninterestinexportingits 
activities?Canweprioritizerefugeesinactualdanger,ratherthan 
those taking advantage of the curren t situation to leave safe 
havensinTurkey, Lebanon, andelsewhere?Withstateandlocal 
govemmentsacrossthecountrystrugglingtoaffordthethousands 
ofunaccompaniedminors who crossedAmerica’ s southembor- 
derlastyear,canSyrianrefugeesbehostedinawaythatdoesnot 
further overburden local communities ? And can Syrian-refugee 
communitiespreventtheriseoflslamisminthesecondandthi rd 
generations — the problem plaguing America’s Somali-refugee 
community ?Compassionisnosubstituteforacarefulconsidera- 
tionoftheseandahostofotherseriousconcems. 

■ Bythemid 1 990s,theDemocraticpartyhadbecomenearly 
uniformlysupportiveofabortion.ItdeniedPennsylvaniagov- 
emorB obCaseyaspeakingslotatits 1 992conventionbe:ause 
heremainedpro-life,refusingtoflip-flopas DickGephardtand 
Jes se J ackson had .E venthen,ho we ver,manyDemocrats were 
sufficientlyappalledbypartial-birthabortiontovoteagainstit. 
Gephardtcouldn’tstickwiththeabortionlobbyonthatissue; 
neither could Daniel Patrick Moynihan. Now Congress is 
debating abanonabortions after20 weeks , aban withpublic 
support.Thistime, though, onlyfourDemceratsintheHouse 
andthreeintheSe natearewillingtobreakranks.Theparty’s 
moraldescentcontinues . 

■ PresidentObamaerectedgiantscreensintheRoseGarden,so 
thatPartybossXiJinpingwouldnothavetoseedemocracypro- 
testersoutside the White House gates. Howthoughtful. ButXi 
and other Party officials are shielded fromprotesters athome. 

(Inf act, protester sareinprisoncells . jWhyshouldhehavetobe 
shielded during his short time in the Land of the Free and the 
HomeoftheBrave?Sometimesahostcanbetoothoughtful. 

■ Forsaking his base, Obama delivered a denunciation of 
“coddled”campusliberalsatAmericancolleges.Really,hedid, 
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THE WEEK 



andhealmostsoundedlikehewasseriousaboutit, criticizing 
school administrations for keeping books at arm’s lengthbe 
causetheymightoffendthisorthatminoritygroup, criticizing 
studentprotesterswhopreventconservativesfromspeakingon 
campuses , and generally instructing the kid from his Paj ama 
Boyadtobuckupandactlikeanadult.Well,morejoyinheaven 
andallthat — nowt imeforObamatodeliverthatmessageto 
hisEducation Department, whichisbusyproddingcollegesto 
adoptspeechcodes. 

■ InAugust,twowomengraduatedfromtheArmy’sgrueling 
Ranger School. There was much fanfare, and in some circles 
theiraccomplishmentwastakenasproofthatwomen canhang 
withmeningroundcombat.Butwasthefixin?Anexplosive, 
well-sourcedreportin PeopleMagazine allegestha tthewomen 
weregrantedanumberofadvantagesovertheirmalecounter- 
parts,andthatageneralofficerdeclared,“Awomanwillgradu- 
ateRangerSchool.’Themilitaryvigorouslydisputedthereport, 
but the reporter, SusanKeating, doubled down, demandingto 
knowwhyshe’dbeendeniedon-the-recordaccesstokeyper- 
sonnel. Greater transparency could resolve the dispute, but 
greatertransparencywil lalsoshowthepoliticallyincorrectreal- 
ity:Puttingwomenintheinfantryisaterribleidea. 

■ The new, improved First AmendmentDefense Act (FAD A) , 
released in September by Senator Mike Fee (R., Utah), is an 
essentialpieceoflegislationthatseekstoprotectreligiousliberty 
inanincreasinglyhostileenvironmentAmongFADAsmodest 
aims :protectthetax-exemptstatusofentitiesthatadheret othe 
beliefthatmarriageistheunionofamanandawoman;protect 
individualswhoholdthesamebeliefaboutmarriagethatPresi 



dentObamaprofessedwhenhewaselectedfrombeingdeprived 
of eligibility forfederal grants, licenses, and employment; and 
prevent colleges and schools from losing their accreditation 
because of their position on marriage. FAD Ais so important 
becauseitwouldprovide asafeharborfromtherealthreatsto 
consciencethattheprogressivejuggemautonsame-sexmarriage 
poses. Critics of any particular provisions in FADAoughtto 
clarify whether they support its overarching goals. The real 
objectionsofthosewhodonotaretotheAmericantraditionsof 
religiouslibertyandpluralism. 

■ In 1 98 3 , Congres srenamedthe areaoutsidethe So vietem 

b&syinWashington‘A.ndreiSakharovPlaza.”Sakharovwas 

the greatphysicistwhobecameadissidentand won the 1975 

NobelPeacePrize.AfterCongresspasseditslaw,Sovietoffi- 

cialshadtoopenmailaddressednotto 11251 6thStreet,butto 

No.lAndreiSakharovPlaza.NowSenatorTedCruzwantsto 

dosomerenaminghimself:Hehasintroducedabilltorename 

the area outside the Chinese embas sy “Fiu Xiaobo Plaza,” in 

honorofanothergreatdissidentandNobelpeacelaureate,who 

isaprisoneroftheChineseCommunistPartyrightnow.Cruz 

asked for unanimous consent, but Senator Dianne Feinstein 

blocked him, sayingthattherenamingwouldbeundiplomatic. 

IfFeinsteinorPresidentObamacanwhisperintotheCCP’s 

earandspringFiu,great.ButnoteventheawardoftheNobel 

PeacePrizecouldspringhim.Cruz’sideaacc ordswithAmeri 

canvalues.Sodoesarelatedideaofhis:torenamethestreet 

outsidethenewCubanembassyafterOswaldoPaya,thebrave 

and noble democracy leader who was killed three years ago, 

almostcertainlybythedictatorshipthatruledhimandthatcon- 

tinuestoruleallofCuba. 
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■ Volkswagen has canned its Vo rstandsvorsitzender, Martin 

Winterkom, afterrevelations thatthe company ’ s engineers had 
conspired to write control software for its diesel engines that 
would detect when an emis sions test was being conducted and 
putthecarintoaspecialbeat-the-testmode.Germanprosecutors 
have, with great justification, opened a criminal case, and the 
hand-in-the-cookie-j ar posture ofVolks wagen suggests thatthe 
companydoesnotexpecttomountmuchofadefense,its actions 
havingbeenindefensible.Expectepicfinesattheveryleast.That 
corruptionispartofthegeneralconditionbynomeansexcusesit 

in the particular, but we wonder, as the Obama administration 
prepares to negotiate a much larger, more complex, and more 
expensive setof carbon-emissioncontrols withtheintentionof 
combating global warming : Does anybody expect the Chinese 
politburotobemore trustworthythanGermanautomotiveexec- 
utives? Trust, but verify, somebody once said. In the case of 
global- warmingaccords,wesuspectthisadviceisgoingtoprove 
onlyhalfapplicable . 

■ ParentsinoneofthemoreprosperouscomersofBrooklynare 
inanuproar.Untilveryrecently,familiesinDumbo,arelatively 
newneighborhoodthatisessentiallyaforestof condominiums 
cateringtofinanciers, techies, and“creativeprofessionals, ’’sent 
their children to Public School 8 in ultra- affluent Brooklyn 
Heights.Butnow,accordingtoareportinthe NewYorkTimes , 
the city’s education department has proposed sending Dumbo 
studentstonearbyP.S.307,anelementaryschoolthatservesthe 
FarragutHouses,asprawlingpublic-housingcomplexthatbor- 
derstheBrooklynNavyYard.Notsurprisingly,the studentbody 
atP.S.307ismuchpoorerandlesswhitethanthestudentbody 

atP.S .8 .GiventhatthiscornerofBrooklynisfullofcommitted 
liberals, you’dthinkthatDumboparentswouldbedelightedby 
theprospectofsendingtheirchildrentoamoresocioeconomi- 
callydiverseschool.Butinfactmanylocalparentsarefighting 
the rezoning tooth and nail. What would these enlightened 
Brooklynitesthinkifthisexactsamescenariowereplayingout 
in the Deep South, or in some less enlightened middle-class 
suburb? We suspect thatthey’dconsiderthosefightingagainst 
integrationterriblyretrograde . 

■ Thepresumptionthatthestatehasaroletoplayincontriving 
and ossifying the truth is one that is more commonly enter- 
tainedbydictatorsthanbyscientists.But,asthedebateovercli- 
matec hangeheatsup,thisdistinctionisbeginning, disgracefully, 
toblur.Heretofore,callsfortheimprisonmentofclimateskeptics 
havecomemostlyfromoutsidetheacademy — frompoliticians 
suchasRobertF.KennedyJr.andSheldonWhitehouse,andfrom 
titillation writers suchasAdamWe instein, formerly of Gawker. 
In September, alas, these would-be tyrants werejoinedin their 
campaign by some supposedl y more serious figures. Justifying 
theirpropositionwithadramaticappealtourgency,acollection 
of20high-profileacademicspennedanopenlettertoPresident 
Obama, beseechinghimtousetheUnitedStates’RICOlawsto 
punish those who disagree with their conclusions. America’s 
“deniers,” the group claimed, “have knowingly deceived the 
Americanpeopleaboutthedsksofclimatechange,asameans to 
forestallAmerica’sresponsetoclimatechange. ’Inconsequence, 
theyshouldbepunished.Ifwearenowtobegincallingconspir- 

ators againsttheAmerican way tothe attention of the govern- 
ment, wecanthinkof20peoplewhobelongonthelist. 




■ The U. S . Department of the Interior is ruffling feathers 
outwest.InteriorSecretarySallyJewellannouncedthatthe 
greater sage grouse — the subject of the largest landscape- 
levelconservationeffortinU.SJiistory — doesn’tneedtobe 
listedasanendangeredspecies.Thisannouncementshould 
havebeengoodnewsfoiranchers, industries, andbusinesses: 
Theseprivateentitieswon’ thavetochangethei rpracticesto 

accommodate Endangered Species Act regulations. But 
there’s more to the story. In order to maintain sage- 
grouse population growth, the Interior Departnent in 
stead added 1 5 amendments to its land-use plan. This 
plananditsnewamendmentsapplytotheelevenwestern 
states where the sage grouse 
lives Eidangeredspeciessome 
timesge tdelisted,relaxingthe 
regulations surrounding the m. 

No such prospect awaits these 
rules. Evidently it’s 
regulations that this 
adninstrEon 



is most de 



termined to 



protect from 
extinction. 



■ InAugust,theAssociatedPressreportedthattheIntemational 
AtomicEnergyAgency“willallowIrantouseitsownexpertsto 
inspectasite[Parchin]allegedlyusedtodevelopnucleararms.” 
Left-wingmediajumpedtodismissthereport. Vox calledthere 
port “badly flawed,” andMSNBC.com’s “TheMaddowBlog” 
calledita“dud,”bothpouncingonthefactthattheAPhadpub- 
lishedmultipleversions ofthestoryoverthecourseof24hours 
(thefinalversionofthestoryincludedeverythingoriginallyre 
pored) . In late S eptember, the IAEA confirmed that Iranian 
scientists hadcollectedsamplesfromParchin,withno IAEA 
oveBightApologiesshouldbesenttotheAP. 

■ Therearelegitimatereasonsforthemilitarytotreadlightlyon 

foreigncultures.Butdotheyjustifyrequiringoursoldierstoig 
nore systematic child rape? A New York Times story revealed 

what American soldiers have known for 14 years: Afghan 
men — including our “allies” — routinely sexually abuse young 
boys,andnotonlydoesthemilitaryrefrainfrominterfering,it 

has disciplined soldiers who have intervened. While no one 
thinksthatthemilitarycanunilaterallyendcenturies-longcul- 
turalpractices,itcanimposeAmeri canjusticewherethereare 
Americanboots.Thereisnogoodanswerforthecultureoffape, 
abuse, andjihadthatpollutessomuchoftheMuslimworld.But 
wedoknowthatcowardlypermissivenessinthenameofcultural 
sensitivity alienatespotentialfriendsandbroadcastsmoral and 
culturalweaknesstoenemiesandalliesalike. 

■ WhenPopeFranciscametoCuba,theCastroswerereadyfor 
him.Thedictatorshiparrestedbetween250and300dissidents,or 
potentialdissidents,whomightcauseadisturbance.Theyarrested 
themviolently,too.BertaSoler,forexample,wasdraggedaway 
bythehairandneckwhenshetriedtoattendthq)apalMass.Soler 
istheleaderoftheLadiesinWhite,agroupoffaithfulCatholics 
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whocampaignforthereleaseofpoliticalprisoners.Later,Pope 
Francis saidhe was notawareof any arrests. That was alittle 
odd, since state security tackled aman, Zaqueo B aez, right in 
frontofhim, and draggedhim away violently. Baezis adissi- 
dent.Thepopedidnotmeet withanyofthem,thoughhehada 
happy meeting withFidelCastro : News photos sho w thepope 
beamingwithdelightattheoldmonster.Notonlydidthepope 
refusetomeetwithanydissidents,herefusedtospeakforthem, 
or encourage them.Asonedemocracygroupontheislandput 
it,“Thepopedidnotutteraphraseofsolidaritywiththevic- 
timsofrepression.”Forgetphrases,thepopehardlyutter eda 
wordJohn PaulII,whenhegaveahomilyinCuba, mentioned 
theword“freedom” 1 7timesandtheword“justice” 1 3times. 
Francis did not say “freedom” or “justice” at all. Jose Daniel 
Ferrer, a democracy leader, said that the pope discussed “the 
gloryofGodinheaven”butsaid“nothingaboutthehellforus 
onearth.”Politely,youcouldsaythatthepope’sfour-day visit 
toCubawasamissedoppo rtunity.Lesspolitely,youcouldsay 
thathisbehaviorwasdisgraceful. 

■ ThehitskeepcomingforJ eremyCorbyn,thene wleaderofthe 
BritishLabourparty.InSeptember,the Daily Tele graph uncov- 

eredanewspapercolumnCorbynhadpennedin2003,inwhich 
heappearedtosuggestthatOsamabinLadenhadbeenframed. 

The accusation against bin Laden came suspiciously swiftly, 
Corbyncontended,andwasth enusedtojustify“anattackonthe 
Taliban and then, subtly, [the move toward] regime change in 
Afghanistan”;itshouldthereforebetreatedwithskepticismand 
contempt.Inanearliersetofcolumnsthatwereofferedupinthe 
aftermath of thefirstGulfWar,Corbynshowcasedhisconsid- 
erable talent for conspiracy theory. The expulsion of S addam 
Hus seinfromKu wait, heclaimedinal 99 lLabour-part ybrief- 

ingpaper,mostlikelyservedasa“curtainraiser”fora“New 
WorldOrder’ ’inwhich 4 ‘whiteandwestern’ ’peoplewouldclaim 
the“freeuseofalltheweapons.”“Theaimofthewarmachine 
oftheUnitedStates,”heproposed,“istomaintainaworldorder 
dominatedby thebanksandmultinationalcompaniesofEurope 
andNorthAmerica.” George Galloway, step aside. TheBritish 
Lefthasnoneedforyo unow. 




tweeted) ; andhis family 
claimed the arrest was 
discriminatory. Schools 
react swiftly and some- 
times excessively to 
anting that smacks 
of violence (recall the 
seven-year-old Mary 
land boy who was sus- 
pended for chewing a 
Pop-Tart into the shape 
ofapistol) .ButAhmed’s 
gizmowas odd-seeming 
(the alarm went off in 
one class). His family 
doesnotshunthelimelight:Hisfatherhasruntwiceforpr esident 
ofSudanAndAhmedisnotayoungEdison:His“clock”wasthe 
innardsofa30-year-oldRadioShackmodel,whichhehadsimply 
disassembled. It was no great technological development, but 
anotherleapforwardforthegrievanceindustry. 



■ Everywomen’s-studiesmajoihasread AgainstOurWill:Men, 
Women, andRape (1975),anencyclopedichistoryofthesubject 
writtenby SusanBro wnmiller. Sothere wasgreatconstemation 

in feminist circles when Bro wnmiller, now 80, told New York 

magazinethattoday’scollegewomen“arenotthechieftargetsof 
rapists, ”thatthey“thinktheyarethefirstpeopletodiscoverrape, 
andtheproblemofconsent,andtheyarenot,”andthatmodem 
campusfeminism“isaverylimitedmovementthatdoesn’tae 
ceptreality. . . .Culturemaytellyou, 4 Youcandrinkas muchas 

men,’butyoucan’t.”Fromtheoutrageonthe left, you’ dthink 
someone had given Ani DiFranco ’s latest album abadre view. 
Amanda Marcotte called Bro wnmiller “downright victim- 
blame-y”andsaidsheshouldinstead“talkabouthowouiculture 
valorizes male domination” ;fellowrapeologist Kate Harding 
saidBrownmillerhadproduceda“bunchofcrapthatsounds 
hopelessly outdated to anyone pre-men opausal’ ’ and made her 
soundlike“astereotypicall950sdad,notafeministrapeexpert.” 
Thiswasmeantasaninsult. 



■ InAugust, wildlifephotographerKerstinLangenberger spot- 

tedanemaciatedpolarbeartraipsingacrosstheicefloesinthe 
Norwegian archipelago of Svalbard. She snapped a photo and 
postedittoherFacebookpagewithanimpassionedpleafor — 
youguessedit — actiononclimatechange.Predictably,thephoto 
went viral. Then theoutlet LiveScience consulted some actual 

experts : “Therehasbeenno studythatlknowofthatsaidmore 
bears starve specifically as a result of climate change,” Karyn 
Rode, a wildlife biologist at the U.S. Geological Survey in 
Anchorage Alaska, reported “Weknowthatanimalsinthewild 
don ’ tli vefore ver, ’ ’ s aidPolarB ear slntemationalchief scientist 

S te venArmstrup “Polarbears ,theydon’ thavenaturalenemies , 
so when they die it’s of starvation.” So, mother words: Some 

timesinthewild. . .thereareskinnypolarbears . 

■ AhmedMohamed, 1 4yearsold,tookasmallbriefcasepacked 
withwiresandacircuitboardtohisschoolinlrving, Texas, and 
wasarrestedwhenteachersthoughtitwasabombHeclaimedthe 
devicewasaclockhehadinvented;SiliconValleyandtheWhite 
House praised him ( 44 Cool clock, Ahmed,” Presdent Obama 



■ AstudentatWesleyanUniversityinSeptemberwroteanop-ed 
for the campus newspaper expressing mild criticism of some 
aspects of the Black Lives Matter movement. In response, a 
groupof students, faculty, andalumnisignedapetitionurginga 
boycottofthepaperandanendtoitsfun dingfor“failingtopro- 
videasafespaceforthevoicesofstudentsofcolor.”Thegroup 
issued demands, including mandatory diversity training for 
newspaper staff and dedicated front-page space for opinions 
from “marginalized groups/voices.” Administrators responded 
witharefreshinglyrobuststatementexplainingto students that 
theyhavenorighttodemandideologicalconformityoncampus 
or be shi eldedfrom viewpoints thatdiscomfitthem. Sanity did 
notprevail:Thepaper’seditorsissuedagrovelingapologyanda 
litanyofpenitentialstepstheyplannedtotake,includingproduc- 
tionofaspecialis suewrittenexclusi velybynon- whitestudents . 
Theyexpressedsorrowthattheseactionswouldbeinsufficientto 
44 healthewounds”createdbypublicationoftheop-ed.Onecan 
onlyimaginetheirrep arableharmWesleyanstudentsmightsuf- 
fer if they were someday exposed to full-throated criticism of 
B lackLivesMatter. 
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■ KarenGaffney, 3 8 , acompetitiveathlete,has swumacross 

Lake Tahoe and Boston Harbor and 16 times across San 
FranciscoBay.In200 1 shecompletedarelayswimacrossthe 
EnglishChanneLAgraduateofPortlandCommunityCollege, 
she holds a teacher’s certificate; the University of Portland 
awardedheranhonorarydoctoratein20 1 3 Aspresidentofthe 
KarenGaffneyFoundation,whichisfundedinpa rtbyhono- 
rariumsshe receivesforspeakingengagements,sheadvocates 
forpeoplewithDownsyndromeAtaTEDxtalkinPortlandin 
May, she noted that prenatal testing for unborn children who 
“rock the extra chromosome” means that most of them are 
aborted, alossfortheworldtheywerepreventedfrombeing 
born into. Gaffney herself has Down syndrome. She joins a 
growing movement; not long ago in thi s space we noted the 

recent entry ofpeoplewithDownsyndromeintothemodeling 
industry .Inanagewhenmoralstandardsonmanyfrontsarein 
retreat, here’sastepforward,somecauseforhope. 

■ 4 Adult” is one of those words that can have two opposite 
meanings: 44 mature” or, alternatively, 44 assex-obsessedasal3- 
year-oldboy.”Thenewadult-orientedMuppetsseriesdabblesa 
bitinboth.Kermitisno wtheproducerofMissPiggy ’stele vi- 
sion show, which is a bit awkward since he has just abruptly 
dumped her for a (slightly) sexier sow who happens to be an 
executive atthe network. Not since Aristophanes has the frog 
worldseensomuchdrama. 

■ Theforcesofpoliticalcorrectnesshavenotyetkilledart;but 
year afteryear, theyaredoingtheirbest.TheNewYorkGilbert 

& Sullivan Players have anno unced the cancellation of their 
productionof TheMikado . ThePiratesofPenzance willbesub- 
stituted. Somebody, somewhere, objected to TheMikado on 

grounds of ethnic stereotyping. 44 NY GASP never intended to 
giveoffense,”saidtheorganization,pathetically. 44 Thankstoall 
fortheconstructivecriticism.”Yeah,sure.LuckyforNYGASP, 
piratesaren’torganized. 

■ 44 Whataniceman,”thoughtPeterHannafordinl 965, after 
meeting RonaldReaganfor the firsttime. “Toobadhecan’t 
get elected.” Two years later, Reagan was go vernor of Cali- 
fornia. 44 I thus j oined the army of those who underestimated 
RonaldRecgan — anarmythatwastogrowmuchlargerinthe 
years ahead.” Hannaford signed up for a different force, 
becoming a lieutenant in the one that launched the Reagan 
revolution .Apublic- aff air sprofess ional,heinitiallyservedin 
Sacramento. As Reagan’s second term expired, he started a 
firm with Mike Deaver. They devoted most of their time to 
Reagan, keeping his schedule and arranging his radio com- 
mentariesandcolumns.Duringthepresidentialcampaignsof 
1976a ndl980,hewasoneofReagan’sfrequentcompanions 
ontheroad.UnlikeDeaver,Hannafordnevertookajobinthe 
WhiteHouse,butherem ainedanoccasionaladviserwhosug- 
gested lines for speeches . From his home in California, he 

S 3 worked with clients, wrote books, and oversaw the editorial 
1 page of his local newspaper. He remained active to the end, 

| writing columns on Donald Trump and the renaming of Mt . 
i McKinley. Hannaford filed his last piece the day before he 
I died,onSeptember5 .Itappearedposthumouslyontheweb- 
| site of TheAmeri can Spectator . The topic: good grammar. 

I Deadat82.R.I.P. 



■ Everyone called him 4 ‘the B aron,” but his proper name was 

John Von Kannon and he was one of the conservative move- 
ment’s top fundraisers. He got his start at Indiana University, 
wherefellowstudentREmmett(Bob)TyrrelUr.wasstartingthe 
magazine that would become The American Spectator . Von 
Kannonservedasitspublisher.ini 9 80,hej oin edthestaffofthe 

HeritageFoundation,whenthethinktank’sbudgetwaslessthan 
$4million.Byfindingdonorswhowantedtosupportitsmission, 
hehelpedbuildoneofconservatism’smostformidableinstitu- 
tions,asprawlingorganizationthatspentmorethan$90million 
lastyear.The Spectator kepthimonitsmasthead,listinghimas 

4 ‘Kapellmeister,” whichis , amongGermans ,thenameforaper- 
sonwhomakesmusiciafittingappellationforamanwhosemain 
legacymaybetheinfectiouslaughteiofabooncompanionDead 
at66.R.I.P. 

■ Most of the teams that 
Yogi Berra played for in 
his 1 8 seasons with the 
New York Yankees won 
the World S erie s . All but 
four appeared in it. He 
helpedmakethemapow- 
erhouse, and they helped 
make him a household 
name ; both parties bene- 
fitedfromtherelationship . 

Berra’spersonalcareersta- 
tistics — batting average, 
home runs, wins above 
replacement value — were 
strong but not world- 
beating ^nmosteategories, 

J ohnny B ench and a few 
others ended up ranking 
higher.ButBerra’sknowl- 
edgeofopposinghitterswasrenowned.Hecalledatightgame,a 
skillthatnoonehasyetfiguredouthowtocaptureinnumbers. 
HecaughtWhiteyFordandDonLarsen,includingLarsen ’ sper- 
fectgameinthel 956WorldSeries .Inthesevenseasonsheman- 
aged the Yankees, the Mets, and then the Yankees again, his 
teamusuallywon.JoeGaragiola,Berra’schildhoodfriendand 
aformerbig-leaguecatcherhimself,popularizedthelegendof 
YogiBerraasafountofmalapropismsandnonsequitursthat 
shadeintodeep-soundingparadoxes.Old-TimersDayatYankee 
Stadiummustnow go on without him. The futureisn’ t whatit 

usedtobe.Deadat90.R.I.P. 

■ FredDeLucawasthefounderoftheSubwaysandwichchain. 
Thesonofafactoryworker,heopenedhisfirstshopattheageof 

1 7 inBridgeport, Conn. Today, there are some44,300indepen- 
dentlyownedSubwayfranchisesinllOcountries. (Bycompari- 
son, thereare36,000McDonald’soutlets.)DeLucadidaworldof 
good: Heprovidedfreshandafforda blefoodforconsumers;he 

madealotofpeoplewelloffasfranchisees;andthosefranchises 
haveprovidedagreatdealofemployment,especiallyforyoung- 
stersgettingtheirstart.InNewYork,foiexample,Subwayoutlets 
are manned primarily by immigrant kids — kids whose families 
havecomefromallcomersoftheearth.It’saperversityofour 
capitalistsocietythatbusinessmenseldomgetcreditf orthegood 
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theyperform.Inaninterviewtwoyearsago,DeLucasaidthat,if 
he had to start outin today ’s environment, “Subway wouldnot 
exist.’’Obamacareandotherregulationswouldstrangleitinthe 
cradle.It’sagreatandgoodthingthatFredDeLucaexisted,when 
hedid.Thisexemplarybusinessmanhasdiedat67.R.I.P. 

POLITICS 

After Boehner 

T he electionofaRepublicanHousein20 1 Oputanendto 
themarchofliberallegislationthroughCongress.Obama 
wouldgetnosigningceremonyforcarboncaps,forpro- 
unionlaws,fomewguncontrols,oreven,asittumedout,forthe 
“comprehensiveimmigrationreform”sofavoredbyallthegreat 
andgood.RepublicansinCongressalsoimposedsomespending 
cuts,albeitonesthatfelltooheavilyondefense.WhenGeo rgeW. 
Bush’staxcutsexpired,theygotPresidentObamatoagreetoput 
manyofthemintolawindefinitely. 

ThoseareaccomplishmentsforwhichSpeakerJohnBoehner, 
who has announced that he will retire at the end of October, 
deserves some credit. (While he seems to have favored some- 
thinglikethemisbegottenimmigrationbillthattheSenatepassed 
in 20 1 3 , for example, he wisely chose to avoid letti ng it go 

throughoverhisparty’sobjections.)Butoverallhisrecordisone 
that conservatives find, and should find, disappointing. To be 
sure, there are real limits, as Boehner and his allies always 
insisted, on what Republican congressmen can achieve when 
an implacably liberalpresidenthas aunifiedDemocratic party 
behindhim;butwhatismostdismayingishowlittleRepublican 
congressmenhaveeven triedtoachieve.TheHousehasnever 
votedonaconservativereplacementforObamacare,orataxre 
form,orevenabilltounwindFannieMaeandFreddieMac.One 
ofthefewconservativepolicyvictoriesinthelastfewyears — the 
end, for now, of federal authorization of the Export-Import 
B ank — wasaccomplishedo verB oehner ’ sobj ections . 

TheRepublicanleadershipinCongressconstantlycomplains 
that conservativegroups aredemandingthatitfighttheObama 
administration in ways it considers counterproductive. But it 
does not suggest that instead Republicans fight against the 
administration, orforconservativecauses, insomesuperiorway. 

Its alternative tolosingfightsconsistsof“regularorder”and 

advancingbipartisanlegislationthatappealstobusinessgroups. 

Thatisarecipefordemorali zationamongconservatives,lossof 

Republicanpopularityamongswingvoters,furtherstrifewithin 

the party caucus, and a further weakening of Congress as an 

institution.Boehnerhasconservativeviewsonmostissuesand 

sought to advance those views as best he could. But he has 

allowedadestructivedynamictotakeholdamongRepublicans 

inwhichrealismisforeverpittedagainstvision.Wewishhim 

wellinretirement,andwishforasuccessorwhowilltranscend 

thatdivision. 

RELIGION 

The Pope in America 

P ope Francis gave two rather different speeches , one to 
Congress and one to the United Nations. The pontiff 
seemedtobelievethatthelatterwastheoratoricalapexof 
hisvisittotheUnitedStates,whiletheWashington-mindedmedia 
seemedtobelievethatitwastheformer. 



This pope is not shy about talking politics, and his politics 
aren ’ tours .Inthepreparedtextofhi sspeechtoCongres s fiewas 
tobemoanmakingpolitics“aslavetotheeconomyandfinance,” 
intemperate language that he apparently thought better of and 
omitted. But standing in front of a group that includes a large 
number of professing Catholics — the Democratic portion of 
whichhadjuststoo dadamantlyagainstmodestabortionrestric- 
tions rather less invasive than those operative in Sweden — the 
pope was gingerly about what we’ ve been taught to call the 
“socialissuesTHisreferencestoabortionandgaymarriagewere 
oblique, but he took a much stronger stand on several issues 
aboutwhichthechurchheleadsdoesnottakesimilarlyabsolute 
views:globalwarming,forthisisavoguishpop e;thearmstrade 
(presumably not the fellows who arm his Swiss Guard) ; and, 
notably, capitalpunishmentPredictably,thoseontheculture- war 
leftwhoareunfamiliarwiththewayinwhichCatholicdogmais 
infactdevelopedandpropoundedtwitteredexcitedlyaboutwhat 
thatmighthavesignaled. 

WehopethattheywerelisteningtotheUnitedNationsspeech, 
too,duringwhichthepopereiteratedwithmor evigorthefamiliar 
andhumaneCatholicteachingonmarriage, abortion, andfamily 
life, with strong words on sex trafficking and religious liberty 
making a welcome appearance, too. The pope being the pope, 
there was a firm denunciation of “declarationist nominalism,” 
whichisVaticaneseforthefactthatafetusisn’taneggplantand 
Bruce Jennerisn’ta woman. Evenbetter, a surprise visitto the 
LittleSistersofthePoorgavethemsomesuccorastheObama 
administrationcontinuestotrytocoercethem. 

WereiterateourstandingcriticismofPopeFrancis’seconomic 
views, whichareatbestshallowandatworstpotentiallydestruc- 
tive, though he did manage a lukewarm moment of praise for 
AmericanenterprisewhenaddressingCongress.Theresimplyis 
nosubstituteforcapitalistabundanceifweare atallseriousabout 
feeding the Lord’s sheep. Francis’s famous love of Franciscan 
simplicitytipstooeasilyintooversimplification.Popesdopoli- 
tics,buttofartherends,andthatthecurrentpopesometimesputs 
aPeronistspinoneertainetemaltruths — thatmenareneitherwid- 
getsnorlivestock,thattheyaremadeintheimageoftheAlmighty 
andboundforakingdomnotofthisworld — doesnotd iminish 

thosetruths,againstwhichthegatesofhellshallnotprevail. 
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Labour ’ sLeft wardLurch 

Jeremy Corbyn , British-political throwback 

BY CHARLES C. W. COOKE 



S ince 1 974, the British Labour 
partyhashadonlytwotypesof 
leader:thosewhohaveembar- 
rassedthemselvesandlostdra- 
matically to the Tories, and Tony Blair. 
ByelectingJeremyCorbyntoguidethem 
into the future, Labour has committed 
itselftothemaintenanceofthisunneces- 
sarydichotomy. 

In The Road to Wigan Pier , George 
Orwell outlined brilliantly the sincere 
threatthatunpalatablepublicrepresenta- 
tives posed to the advance of British 
socialism. “It would help enormously,” 
Orwellcontended,“ifthesmellofcrank- 
ishnesswhichstillclingstotheSocialist 
movementcouldbe dispelled.” “If only 
the sandals and the pistachio-coloured 
shirts couldbeputinapile andburnt,” 
helamented,“ande very vegetarian, tee- 
totaller, andcreeping J esus senthometo 
Welwyn Garden City to do his yoga 
exercises quietly,” then the Left might 
finallybegivenafairchancetoconvince 
the public that ithadtheirbestinterests 
at heart. Alas, in the absence of such a 
purge, itsmessagewouldremain“buried 
beneath layer after layer of doctrinaire 
priggishness, party squabbles, and half- 
baked ‘progressivism’ until it [resem- 



bled] a diamond hidden under a moun- 
tainofdung.” 

Were Orwell around today, he would 
likelydespairathowextraordinarilypre- 
scienthehadbeen.Forashortwhiledur- 
ing the 1990s, itlooked as ifLabour had 
finallycottonedontoaharshandunavoid- 
abletruth:namely,thatwhilethemodem 
British electorate is deeply committed to 
certain socialist principles — especially 
thosethatunderpinthecherishedjfailing, 
National Health Service — itis no longer 
interested in sharply ideological leftism 
perse.Onceuponatime,theBritishpub- 
lic had indeed been happy to entertain 
governments that were staffedby earnest 
technocrats andborderlinereds . Butafter 
the rolling disaster that was the 1 970s , 
theirpatienceforsuchfiguresdwindledto 
the vanishingpoint. Underthemodemiz- 
ingleadershipofTonyBlairLabouratlast 
seemedtohavegraspedhowtothreadthe 
needleandwinthegame.Foradecadeor 
so,thepartyplayedthecountrylikeafid- 
dle — pushing here and there, backing off 
where necessary, and frustrating the 
down-and-outConservativepartytosuch 
aremarkabledegreethatitseemedimpos- 
sible attimes thatit wouldeverretumto 
power.EvenasBlairapproachedhisten- 



yearanniversaryin2007,thefutureofthe 
BritishLeftlookedbright.Butthen,afew 
monthslater,thewholedamnexperiment 
collapsed. Slowly but surely, under the 
failed leadership of both Gordon Brown 
and Ed Miliband, Labour began its slow 
slide back to bad habits . With the recent 
election of Jeremy Corbyn, the relapse 
wascomplete. 

And what a relapse it has been. It’s 
not j ust Corbyn’ s policies , which hark 
back without apology to an era during 
which Labour’s election-season mani- 
festoswerecheerfullygreetedas“suicide 
notes . ”It ’ s theman ’ s entiremien, which, 
in an ironic nod to Orwell ’ s pistachio- 
shirted “prig,” is thatnot of an aperitive 
manofthepeoplebutofatweed-wearing, 
elbow-patch-bearing, inner- suburban 
geography teacher. To watch Corbyn 
speakformorethanafewminutesisto 
feel your skin begin to crawl with the 
unholyandunavoidablefearthatyouare 
one wrong turn and a missed bus away 
frombeingforcedtolistensolemnlytoan 
eight-part lecture on Rhodesian divest- 
ment.TonyBlairhadcharmandempathy 
andpreternaturalpoliticalability,andhe 
understood instinctively that normal 
people draw clear distinctions between 
politicsandcivilsocietyJeremyCorbyn 
isthesortofmanwhocategorizesartinto 
groups — “canonical” and “heretical”; 
whoconsidershimselftobeaparagonof 
virtuebecausehedoesn’townacar;and 
who thinks it is normal to divorce your 
wifeifshedisagreeswithyouoverwhich 
sort of state-run school is best for your 
children.Heis,let’ssay,anoddity. 

Or, put another way, he’s a good old- 
fashionedpoliticalcrank,ofpreciselythe 
typethattheTorieslovetofight. “There’ s 
nobody in the world,” J ohn O ’ Sullivan 
oncetoldme,“whoisrightaboutevery- 
thing.Thosepeoplesimplydonotexist.” 
“But,” he suggested, “there are plenty of 
peoplewhoare wrong abouteverything.” 

Jeremy Corbyn is one of those men. 

Such as it is , his foreign policy involves 
beingnicetoallofthemostviciousene- 
mies ofWestem civilization (Hamas and 
Hezbollah are, in his word, “friends,” as 
were the murderous leaders of the Irish 
RepublicanArmy)whiledoinghispartto 
weakenBritishpower. More specifically, 
thiswouldinvolvetheunilateralabolition 
of Britain’s nuclear deterrent, the U.K.’s 
summary departure fromNATO, and the g 

openingupofthecountry’sborderstoall \ 

andsundry. £ 
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Famously, Corbyn is unsure whether 
evil exists in the world — unless, of 
course, that evil has an American accent. 
The first Iraq war, he suggested in 1991, 
was the overture to a “new world 
order” — a convenient excuse for “white 
and western” people to claim “free use of 
all the weapons.” Sure, Saddam Hussein 
might have been a touch mean to his peo- 
ple. But the real enemy of international 
liberalism was the “war machine of the 
United States,” which sought “to maintain 
a world order dominated by the banks and 
multinational companies of Europe and 
North America.” As for the invasion of 
Afghanistan in 2002: That was deeply 
suspicious, natch — predicated as it was 
on the apparently shaky contention that 
Osama bin Laden was behind the 9/11 
attacks. Bin Laden, Corbyn wrote in the 
Communist newspaper Morning Star , 
was fingered rather too quickly for his 
tastes. Perhaps, he suggested, the evi- 
dence had been “manipulated” to justify 
“an attack on the Taliban” and “regime 
change in Afghanistan.” Perhaps. 

On the domestic front, Corbyn is merci- 
fully a little less prone to conjecture. 
Nevertheless, he does appear to believe 
that the post-Thatcher pro-market consen- 
sus has been a horrible, horrible mistake, 
and that the voters who have demanded its 
preservation for more than three decades 
now are on the verge of a dramatic rever- 
sal. If the man’s most recent promises are 
to be believed, a Corbyn-led government 
would seek to abolish the monarchy; to 
unify Ireland; to renationalize the rail- 
ways, the utility companies, and some of 
the banks; to reintroduce women-only 
train carriages on that newly renational- 
ized railway system; to raise taxes on busi- 
nesses and the wealthy; to reintroduce rent 
controls in London and other major cities; 
to instruct the Bank of England to print 
money in order to fund housing, energy, 
and transportation projects; to abolish the 
charitable status of private schools; to roll 
the country’s entire educational structure 
into a state-run “National Education 
Service”; and, if he has time, to impose a 
“maximum wage” on executives and other 
highly paid figures. 

In the meantime, Corbyn ’s shadow 
cabinet will go about formulating some 
of the most eccentric policy prescrip- 
tions of the modern era. The new shadow 
chancellor, John McDonnell, has pro - 
mised that if he were to make it to the 
head of the treasury, he would fight for a 



60 percent tax rate on the “rich” and — 
more bizarrely, perhaps — increase the 
payroll contributions made by those 
earning more than £50,000 per year by 7 
percentage points. Asked a few years 
ago by Who ’sWho what he did for plea- 
sure when not at work in Parliament, 
McDonnell answered, “Fermenting [sic] 
the overthrow of capitalism.” This is not 
a man who messes around. 

Nor, for that matter, does Corbyn’ s 
shadow farming minister, Kerry Me - 
Carthy, who, in her role as a patron of the 
British Vegan Society, is a high-profile 
signatory to a declaration that all animal 
farming is unsustainable. “I really believe 
that meat should be treated in exactly the 
same way as tobacco,” McCarthy told 
bemused farmers in September, “with 
public campaigns to stop people eating it.” 
That should help Labour reconnect with 
rural voters! 

Quite why Labour has chosen this 
moment to turn the party over to the kooks 
and the diehards is something of a mys- 
tery — especially given that, at all levels of 
government, the Conservatives are ascen- 
dant. In Parliament, Labour has been 
reduced to just 232 of the 650 seats, and, 
crucially, it has been wiped out in Scot- 
land, a former stronghold. Locally, Labour 
has gone from controlling 47 percent of 
British councils in 1997 to controlling just 
one in four today. In Europe, Labour has 
only 27 percent of the parliamentary seats, 
less than half as many as UKIP and the 
Conservatives combined. Even in Lon- 
don, a city that could once be relied upon 
to return Labour politicians to office, vot- 
ers now seem to prefer the Tory candidates 
for mayor. If Corbyn is an “indulgence,” 
as some observers have suggested, he’s a 
peculiarly timed one. 

This summer, in the pages of the 
Guardian , moderate Labourites such as 
Tony Blair and David Miliband warned 
desperately that selecting Corbyn would 
serve not to reverse the rout but to com- 
plete it. The Labour party, Blair submitted 
in a dramatic phrase, was on the verge of 
“walking eyes shut, arms outstretched, 
over the cliff’s edge to the jagged rocks 
below.” Should it go down this road, he 
continued, it would not merely be beaten, 
as it had been under the hardliners of the 
1980s; it would be “annihilated.” For all 
of his efforts, nobody listened — not 
even, it seems, for a single moment. He 
must have known how Orwell felt, back 
in 1937. NR 



Hopelessly 

Hackable 

Feds 

What a data breach tells us about 
our government 

BY KEVIN D. WILLIAMSON 

Q | guess everybody is going to 
know what kind of pom I like.” 
Not something one hears at a lot 
of business meetings, but the guy 
had a point: We were in the middle of 
DEF CON, the annual hackers’ conven- 
tion in Las Vegas, and he had broken the 
cardinal mle: Never use the Wi-Fi. Near- 
by, the user names and passwords of the 
unwary were displayed for public amuse- 
ment on the Wall of Sheep. The scene is 
High Hacker Camp, a carnival of nerdery 
overseen by a fellow who calls himself 
“Dark Tangent.” 

The gray men from Washington want 
to be here — they need to, really — and 
they’re making nice after having been 
disinvited from the 2013 convention in 
protest of the prosecution of Edward 
Snowden. The Federal Trade Com- 
mission, which has become the de facto 
federal police department for consumer- 
privacy violations, underwrites DEF 
CON contests, and DARPA, the 
Pentagon’s mad-scientist venture-capital 
division, is a convention regular. Repre- 
sentative Will Hurd (R., Texas) is here, 
too, talking about the hijacking of vast 
quantities of personal data, ranging from 
background checks and financial infor- 
mation to fingerprints, from the poorly 
secured network operated by the federal 
Office of Personnel Management (OPM). 
Hurd, a former CIA agent and a partner in 
a cybersecurity firm, is here looking for 
help. The best way to defend against 
hackers, he tells a Motherboard reporter, 
is to have a hacker mentality. 

Or to have the hackers. Dark Tangent? 
His real name is Jeff Moss, and he sits on 
the Department of Homeland Security’s 
advisory council. 

Talk of the OPM hack has been twit- 
tering through official Washington for 
months as federal employees, contrac- 
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tors,andpeoplewhosimplyappliedfora 
government job once upon a time share 
news of getting “the letter,” anote from 
Uncle Stupid informing them that their 
filesareamongthosecompromisedbythe 
hack.There ’ ssomethingkindofbeautiful 
in the government’s using 1 8th-century 
technology — theU.S .PostalService — to 
inform its employees and would-have- 
beenemployeesthatiteannothandleany- 
thingmoreadvanced. 

Hackvictimsarebeingofferedayear’s 
worthofifreeidentityprotectionandcredit- 
monitoring services, which many have 
characterized as inadequat e. There have 
beenepisodesofidentitytheft, credit-card 
fraud, andthelike — theletterspecifically 
disclaimsgovemmentliabilityforanyof 
that,ofcourse — butforthevastmajority 
offederalworkersitwillbeimpossibleto 
knowwhethersuchmisfortunesarerelat- 
edtothoseOPMfiles ‘Theineptitudeand 
lack of accountability rankles,” says one 
federal worker, who adds that he mostly 
worriesabout possiblecriminaluseofhis 
information — he doubts that he and his 
wifearebigenoughfishtobetargetedby 
foreignintelligenceservices “Sincewe’re 
nobodies, anyconsequencesfomswillbe 
remote enough that we won’ t be able to 
definitively trace them back to OPM — 
thatlackofaccountability, again.” 

1 Christopher Minakowski got his let- 

\ ter,too,butheistakingthingsinstride. 

2 “I know I should be more concerned 



thanIam,”hesays.Oneofthereasons 
fortheformerHillstaffer ’ srelati venon- 
chalance is that before the OPM news 
camehe already hadbeeninvolvedina 
series of security failures in the private 
sector — Home Depot, Target, and a 
health-care provider — without much 
consequence.Buthehadafederalsecurity 
clearance , whichmeansthatthere ’ salot 
more sensitive informationinhis OPM 
file than on his Home Depot account. 
“I’m sure tomorrowmy Social Security 
number, myAmericanExpres snumber, 
and a forgotten video of me insulting 
disabledkidswillshowuponthescreen 
inTimesSquare.” 

But of course the ChiComs — and 
everybody knows it was the ChiComs , 
and everybody knows that everybody 
knows it was the ChiComs , which made 
XiJinping’scretinouswanlittlegrinas 
heshookhandswithB arackObamaand 
announced a new cybersecurity agree- 
mentinSeptemberallthemoreunbear- 
able — didn’t hack the OPM because 
they wanted to run up bills at Armani 
Ex;hangeonsomeunsuspectingbureau- 
crat’s gold card. Their agenda is espi- 
onage, blackmail, extortion, and murder. 
They were looking for, among other 
things, StandardForm86, “Questionnaire 
for N ational S ecurity Po sitions . ” OPM 
bosses dissembled to the public, toCon 

gress, and to journalists about whether 
that information had been accessed, but 



almost certainly it was . SF86 provides 
those hackers with what one security 
expertdescribesasa“phonebook”offed- 
eral employees with access to sensitive 
information. The phone numbers are 
indeed there, butalotmoreis, too: who 
your neighbors are, where you went to 
high school, whom you roomed with in 
college, foreigncountriesyou’ ve visited, 
connectionsyouoryourfamilymayhave 
abroad, etc.Ifyou’vegotamother-in-law 
inShanghai,Beijingknows,whichmight 
be of some concern to you if you are 
engaged in diplomacy or trade negotia- 
tions — orespionage. 

It’stheworld’sgreatestblackmailfile. 

If you think you ’ ve seen this movie 
before, youhave:ItwastheplotofBrian 
de Palma’s Mission: Impossible . Yo u 
might remember that terrific set piece 
whereTomCruisedanglesfromtheceil- 
inginahamesswhenhehastobreakinto 
CIAheadquarters toretrieve atop-secret 
list of intelligence operators . Remember 
why hehadtodothat?B ecausetheimag- 
inaryfederalgovemmentwantedtokeep 
itsemployeedatasecure,andforthatrea- 
son the computer holding the data was 
physicallyisolatedfromanynetwork — if 
you ’ re not on a network, you can ’ t be 
hackedremotely.Butthereal-lifefederal 
govemmentisn’tasgoodasthecinematic 
one — inreallife,thisstuffisconnectedto 
thelntemet.IfyoushouldreadthePenta 
gon’s support literature on Scattered 
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Castles, theintelhgencecommunity’sin- 
house database of security clearances 
(which may itself have been compro- 
mised in the OPM hack) , you might be 
amused to learn that “the Scattered 
Castleswebapplicationwillonlysupport 
thefollowingintemetbrowsers:Netscape 
7.0orhigher.” Netscape. 

“This info should have been se- 
questeredfromanyopennetwork,much 
more the public Internet,” Mina kovski 
says “Also, thefactthattheChineseseem 
to have had access to the database for a 
year is insane — I’m sure at some point 
theythoughtitmusthavebeenahoney- 
pot,becausethelevelofmalpracticewas 
sostaggeringtheycouldn’thavebelieved 
itwasreal.” 

TheObamaadministrationis sticking 
to its line that this was a criminal en 
deavor rather than an act of war — that 
Beijing wouldn’t “deploy resources to 
gettheS ocialS ecuritynumberofclerks 
at the Commerce Department,” as Rob 
Knake,formerlyoftheNationalSecurity 
Council, put it. Once again, though, real 
life isn’t like the movies. Intelligence 
agenciesspyononeanotherallthetime, 
butthat’sarelativelyhigh-cost/low-retum 
exerciseltianreahtydifficulttoblackmail 
orextortintelligenceoperatives, because 
theyaretrainedtodealwiththatsortof 
thingandbecausetheiragenciesconstantly 
areonthelookoutforit.Theday-to-day 
stuffismorealongthelinesoftricking 
a manager at the Treasury Department 
out of his systems-administrator pass- 
word withaphishing scheme, or, as our 
ownCIAhasbeenknowntodo,collabo- 
ratingwithfriendlylocalpolicetoblack- 
mail corrupt officials who do not know 
thattheircrimesalreadyareknowntothe 
authorities(seeJosephBurkholderSmith, 
PortraitofaColdWarrior ) .Andforthat, 
the sort of information compromised in 
theOPMhackisveryvaluable. 

Worseyet,thehackalsocompromised 
fingerprint files , which could be used to 
defeatbiometricsecurity devices . 

RepresentativeHurdarguesthatidentity- 
theft hacking is “bad enough,” but wor- 
riesmoreabout“thegraveimpactofthe 
theft of information belonging to those 
whoaretaskedwithprotectingAmerica’s 
mostsensitiveinformation.’Accordingly, 
he has introduced the Einstein Act of 
2015 ,currentlymarinatingincommittee. 

TheEinsteinActwouldallowforthe 
broader use of something called the 
Einstein3Acceleratedprogram — E 3 A,as 



it is known — an interesting tool for de 
tecting and combating hacker attacks. 
E 3 AexaminesIntemettraffictoandfrom 
the vast and varied world of .gov and 
looksforpattemsandanomalies flagging 
andblockingtrafficthoughttobehostile. 

But it is a tricky business, because it 
involves the use of information that is 
classified or else “could be considered 
PH” — that’s “personally identifiable in 
formation, ’’andit’sanautomaticredflag 
forprivacyconcerns.TheDHSreporton 
the related privacy concerns predictably 
arguesthat,whileyourpersonallyidenti- 
fiableinformation(say,ane-mailaddress 
or a telephone number) could make its 
wayintoaspookdatabase,itisn’treally 
personallyidentifiableinformationifthe 
spooks aren’t spying on you per se: 
“DHS uses the phrase ‘information that 
couldbeconsideredPII’because . . .in 
thecontextofE 3 A,thesetypesofinfor- 
mationarenotusedtoidentifyanindivid- 
ual ; instead, they are used as areference 
point for particular known or suspected 
cyberthreats.” 

Okey-dokey. 

E 3 A probably will help, but it isn’t 
going to be enough, andHurdhimselfis 
quick to dismiss the notion that there 
exists a “silver bullet” for data security. 
Thefundamentalproblemwithdatasecu- 
rityisthefundamentalproblemwithprac- 
tically everything else in Washington: 
bureaucratic inertia combined with 
deficient institutions and insufficient 
oversight. Hurd complains that federal 
agenciesyearafteryeargetreportsfrom 
their inspectors general informing them 
that their computer networks are not 
secure, and year after year do approxi- 
mately nothing about it — something the 
FTC would hand down multimillion- 
dollar fines over if these were private 
enterprisesratherthangovemmentagen- 
cies.Itisn’tthetechnology,it’sthepeople. 
WhenSenatorRonWyden(D.,Ore.)sent 
National Counterintelligence Executive 
William E vanina a letter demanding to 
know what our counterintelligence guys 
wereuptoasregardsthepressingcounter- 
intelligencematteratOPM,hegotback 
a short reply reading, in essence, “Not 
our job.” In the original bureaucratese: 
“ThestatutoryauthoritiesoftheNational 
CounterintelligenceExecuti ve. . .donot 
include identifying information technol- 
ogy(IT)vulnerabilitiestoagencies.” 

The smart money’s on the Chi- 
nesehackers. NR 
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Open 

Borders, 

OpenCoffers 

The import of new data on 
immigration and welfare receipt 

BY STEVEN CAMAROTA 

A fter running acashregister 
for a few years at a New 
Jersey grocery store, my 
brother, who is no policy 
wonk, observed: “I thought immi- 
grants couldn’t get welfare, yet so 
many people on food stamps have a 
foreignaccent. S omething ’ snotright . ” 
The public has long sensed that there 
is a problem with immigrants ’ use of 
welfare. New research published by 
myorganization,theCenterforImmi- 
gration Studies, shows that the public 
isright. 

In 20 1 2, 5 1 percent of all immigrant 
households (legal and illegal) used 
Medicaid or received cash, housing, or 
food assistance. No single program 
accounts for immigrants ’higher overall 
welfareuse.UsingdatafromtheCensus 
Bureau Survey of Income andProgram 
Participation(SIPP),mycolleaguesand 
Icalculatedthattheshareofimmigrant 
households that use food programs (40 
percent) and Medicaid (42 percent) is 
much higher than that of native-born 
households(22percentand23percent). 
Immigrant use of cash programs is 
somewhathigherthanthatofnatives( 1 2 
percent vs . 1 0 percent) ; immigrant and 
nativeuseofhousingprogramsiscom- 
parable(about6percent) . 

These disparities might not create a 
fiscalproblemifimmigrantspaidalot 
moreintaxesthantheyactuallydo.But 
we estimate that, on average, immi- 
grant households pay roughly 1 1 per- 
cent less than native households in 
federal taxes. 

Thereis,ofcourse,noreasontosee 
highwelfareuseamongimmigrantsas 
amoralfailingontheirpart. Rather, it 
reflects the fact that many of them 

Mr. Camarota is the director of research at the Center 
for Immigration Studies. 
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arrive with modest levels of educa- 
tion. About one in four adult immi- 
grants have not graduated from high 
school, a rate triple that of natives. 
Because immigrants earn wages that 
reflect their education levels, many 
are poor. This allows them or their 
children to qualify for welfare. Even 
among immigrant households without 
children, the share that uses welfare is 
significantly higher than that among 
their native-born counterparts (30 per- 
cent vs. 20 percent). 

The SIPP data show that welfare use 
among less educated immigrants is 
extraordinarily high. In 2012, 76 per- 
cent of households headed by an immi- 
grant who had not graduated from high 



ers but also “build a wall around the 
welfare state.” The 1996 welfare- 
reform legislation tried to do this, 
however, and failed. 

Advocacy groups’ efforts to scale 
back welfare restrictions, state and 
federal bureaucracies’ resistance to 
enforcing them, and subsequent 
changes to the 1996 law by Congress 
itself have all undermined restrictions 
that were not very strong to begin 
with. As a result, they apply to only a 
modest share of immigrants. Some 
programs are simply not restricted; 
there are numerous exceptions to 
restrictions on others; states often pro- 
vide welfare with their own money 
and so are not bound by federal re- 



estimate that 49 percent of legal- 
immigrant households receive wel- 
fare — a share not very different from 
the 51 percent, mentioned above, of 
legal- and illegal-immigrant house- 
holds combined. 

Legal immigrants also benefit from 
a greater variety of welfare programs. 
Illegal-immigrant adults can receive 
benefits via the Women, Infants, and 
Children program, and sometimes 
through Medicaid; illegal-immigrant 
households can do the same, but they 
also make extensive use of food pro- 
grams and sign their children up for 
Medicaid at very high rates. Legal- 
immigrant households heavily use not 
only these programs, but also of those 



Employers’ use of immigrant labor to fill low- wage jobs 
in agriculture, meat processing, hotels, restaurants, 
retail, construction, and other industries creates very large 

costs for taxpayers. 



school used one welfare program or 
more, as did 63 percent of households 
headed by an immigrant with only a 
high-school education. 

The overwhelming majority of immi- 
grant households receiving welfare have 
at least one worker. But working does 
not always provide self-sufficiency. Lor 
example, a household of two children 
and a single parent earning $20,000 a 
year qualifies for almost every non-cash 
welfare program. If the parent’s income 
is low in some months, the family may 
also receive cash assistance. 

All of this means that employers’ use 
of immigrant labor to fill low-wage 
jobs in agriculture, meat processing, 
hotels, restaurants, retail, construction, 
and other industries creates very large 
costs for taxpayers. It would make far 
more sense to draw some of the 30 mil- 
lion working-age native-born Americans 
who have no more than a high- school 
education and are currently not work- 
ing back into the labor market by 
reducing immigration and letting 
wages rise. Of course, less educated 
natives also use a lot of welfare, but 
they are already here and do not add a 
new cost. 

It might be countered that we should 
continue to welcome immigrant work- 



stations; and some provisions go 
entirely unenforced. 

To give just one example, consider 
the requirement that new immigrants 
have sponsors who will provide finan- 
cial support if they need it. An “indi- 
gent exception” allows them to receive 
welfare if they are poor (defined as 
making less than 130 percent of the 
federal poverty level), thereby negating 
the whole point of the sponsorship 
requirement, which was to make their 
welfare use unnecessary. 

The most important reason that the 
1996 welfare restrictions did not have 
their intended effect is that non-citizen 
immigrants can receive benefits on 
behalf of their U.S.-born children, 
who, as citizens, have access to all 
welfare programs. (They can receive 
welfare themselves if they are refu- 
gees, asylees, or have been here for more 
than five years.) Otherwise-ineligible 
immigrants, including those here ille- 
gally, can even live in public housing 
if they have a U.S.-born child. There is 
a native-born child present in 86 per- 
cent of illegal-immigrant households 
that receive welfare. 

People often assume that the prob- 
lem involves illegal immigrants only. 
But based, again, on the SIPP data, we 



that provide cash assistance. They 
account for three-fourths of all immi- 
grant households that receive welfare. 

A common response to these facts is 
that immigrants in poverty use slightly 
less welfare than do poor natives. 
While this may be true for some pro- 
grams (and not others), the argument 
ignores the fact that the poverty rate 
among immigrant families is about 50 
percent higher than among natives. It 
also ignores the central policy ques- 
tion: Why allow in so many less edu- 
cated immigrants in the first place, 
regardless of how they compare with 
native-born citizens who would be 
here anyway? 

Another response is that, while 
immigrant households receive more 
welfare than native households, the dif- 
ference in receipt of all government 
programs is smaller when Social Se- 
curity is taken into account. It’s true that 
native households are currently more 
likely to receive Social Security than 
immigrant ones, but the data show that 
almost everyone — immigrant and native 
alike — eventually collects Social Se- 
curity upon reaching retirement. 

Still another reply is that immigrant 
households receive smaller average wel- 
fare payments than do native households 
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"It's About Time" 



News Flash .... 

Government Gets Something Right 




Super Light Titanium Timepiece Loses Only One Second Every 20 Million Years. 



BOULDER, Colorado The U.S. government 
has engineered the most ingenious, most 
accurate clock in the world: the F-l U.S. 
Atomic Clock in Boulder, Colorado. Our 
extraordinary new Stauer Titanium 
Atomic Watch utili 2 es the transmissions 
directly from that remarkable cesium 
fission atomic clock to report the most 
precise time. This scientifically advanced 
timepiece will gain or lose only one 
second over a 20 million-year period. 
It is that accurate! This perfectly tuned 
technological invention with the super 
light strength of titanium is now 
available for UNDER $130. 

Super Light Titanium has two big 
advantages over steel. One is corrosion 
resistance and the other is that titanium 
has the highest strength-to-weight ratio of 
any metal, which means that titanium is 
approximately 43% lighter than steel. But 
every other titanium watch that we can 



find is priced at over $400, and none of 
those are nearly as accurate as our atom- 
ic movement. Stauer has decided 
to bring these resources together in a 
timepiece that has the most accurate 
movement available today. You'll never 
have to set this watch. Just push one of 
the buttons and you are synchroni 2 ed 
with the atomic clock in Colorado, and 
the hands of the watch move to the 
exact time position. The sleek black tex- 
tured dial has luminous hands and mark- 
ers plus the timepiece is water resistant 
to 3 ATM. 

A Titanium-clad offer. This Titanium 
Atomic Watch exceeds the accuracy of 
any Swiss luxury automatic so you can be 
more punctual and keep most of your 
money in your wallet, not on your wrist. 
Look at your watch and we guarantee that 
the time is incorrect, unless you are wear- 
ing the advanced atomic technology. 



The Stauer Titanium Atomic Watch is not 
available in stores and it comes with our 
30 day money-back guarantee. If you're 
not completely satisfied with the accu- 
racy, simply return the watch for the full 
purchase price. Includes a 2-year war- 
ranty on the movement. 

Not Available in Stores 

Stauer Titanium Atomic 
Watch $4-95* now $ 1 29 +s« 
or 2 credit card payments of $64.50 +S&H 




Call Toll-Free now to take advantage of this 
limited offer. 

I -888-20 1 -7 1 4 1 

Promotional Code TTA447-I0 

Please mention this code when you call. 



To order by mail, please call for details. 



Stauer 



14101 Southcross Drive W., 
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participating in the same programs. But 
data from the SIPP show that this is sim- 
ply not true: If anything, immigrants 
receive larger average benefits. For 
example, immigrant households getting 
benefits through Temporary Assistance 
for Needy Families received, on average, 
about $2,900 in cash from the program in 
2012, compared with roughly $2,500 for 
native households. Immigrant house- 
holds on food stamps and Supplemental 
Security Income also received larger 
annual payments than did native house- 
holds on these programs. 

Looking at welfare alone cannot 
establish whether immigrant house- 
holds are a net fiscal drain. But on 
average, immigrant households have 
lower incomes, pay less in federal in - 
come and payroll taxes, and, of 
course, make more extensive use of 
welfare programs. And while estimat- 
ing all tax payments and all costs for 
immigrant households is difficult, 
owing to limited data, calculations 
that have attempted to do so — such as 
those of the National Academy of 
Sciences (1997) and the Heritage 
Foundation (2013) — have found that 
immigrant households are a signifi- 
cant net fiscal drain. 

Perhaps the most honest reply is that, 
as Bryan Caplan has argued in the Cato 
Journal , it is simply “morally imper- 
missible” to limit immigration. One is 
certainly free to believe this, but one 
then must accept, as its correlate, that 
American citizens are obliged to pay the 
costs of an open-borders policy. Stating 
all of this forthrightly is better than pre- 
tending that immigration creates no fis- 
cal burden for taxpayers. 

Under the current system, some 20 to 
25 million new legal immigrants will 
settle in the country in the next two 
decades. The overwhelming majority 
will be allowed to come because they 
have a relative here, not because of 
their work skills. Accordingly, if we 
want to avoid high immigrant welfare 
use in the future, we will have to imple- 
ment a more selective legal-immigration 
system that admits, primarily, skilled 
immigrants who are unlikely to need 
welfare programs. We will also have to 
start enforcing laws against illegal 
immigration. Otherwise, we must ac - 
cept without complaint the welfare 
costs that an unchanged system will 
continue to impose. NR 






Hung Up 
On Israel 

An explanation for the sincere 

BY JAY NORDLINGER 

A t the recent Republican presi- 
dential debate, many of the 
candidates mentioned Israel. 
Jeb Bush, for example, said 
that we need to reestablish “our commit- 
ment to Israel, which has been altered by 
this administration.” Carly Fiorina said 
that the first phone call she would make, 
from the Oval Office, would be to “my 
good friend Bibi Netanyahu.” Its purpose 
would be “to reassure him we will stand 
with the State of Israel.” 

After the debate, some observers won- 
dered, “Why so much attention to Israel? 
Are these people running for president of 
the United States or president of Israel?” 

I myself have received similar ques- 
tions over the years. People ask, some- 
times with scorn, sometimes with sincere 
curiosity, “Why do you write so much 
about Israel? Why are you hung up on 
Israel?” I would think the answer were 
obvious. But if it were, people would not 
ask these questions. And honest questions 
deserve honest answers. 

Israel is the only state whose very right 
to exist is called into question. (Ukraine, 
however, is beset with problems of its 
own. And Taiwan has well-founded anxi- 
eties.) Ever since it was born in 1948, 
people have tried to kill Israel. It is a tiny 
country amid enemies. Four wars of 
annihilation have been waged against it. 
There have been smaller conflicts as 
well, though still serious. Every day, 
Israel deals with Hezbollah, Hamas, and 
their like. And Iran has pledged to wipe it 
off the face of the earth. 

I think Israel is a great and admirable 
state. I think Zionism is a great and 
admirable movement. The revival of He - 
brew alone is one of the more astonish- 
ing developments of modern times. But 
Zionism aside, there is the fact that Israel 
was established a mere three years after 
the Holocaust. (Zionism began in the 19th 
century, remember.) Israel was estab- 
lished a mere three years after the ovens 
of Auschwitz and the rest stopped belch- 



ing. Three years after two- thirds of Euro - 
pean Jewry were murdered. 

The Jews refused to disappear alto- 
gether. In Israel, they are living in sov- 
ereignty for the first time in 2,000 years. 
To begrudge the Jews their state, after 
the Holocaust, is particularly disgust- 
ing, I think. 

People say that Israel has treated the 
Arabs badly. I disagree. Obviously, Israel 
has made mistakes, as people do. But that 
Israelis are more sinned against than sin- 
ning, I have no doubt. I also have no doubt 
that, as soon as the Palestinians and other 
Arabs are willing to coexist, there will be 
peace. I also know that Arabs serve in the 
Israeli parliament, heckling the prime 
minister. And that, when gays in the West 
Bank or Gaza are threatened with lynch- 
ing, they flee to Israel. 

You may not agree with me on the 
Israeli-Palestinian conflict, or Zionism, 
and that is perfectly understandable. But 
consider: Israel is the most condemned 
nation of all 200 in the world, virtually a 
pariah state. Why? Isn’t this a little odd? A 
little out of order? 

William F. Buckley Jr. observed that, 
within every person, there is a tank of 
indignation. A person’s supply of indig- 
nation is not inexhaustible. What does he 
spend it on? Many people spend a shock- 
ing percentage of their tank on Israel. “To 
be anti-Israel is not to be anti-Jewish!” 
they protest. True. But I also think of 
what Paul Johnson says: “Scratch a per- 
son who is anti-Israel, and you won’t 
have to dig very far until you reach the 
anti-Semite within.” 

Israel, encircled by enemies and threat- 
ened with destruction, should have more 
support than any other nation. Instead, it 
has the least. 

The United Nations often seems to 
exist to oppose Israel. Since 2006, the 
U.N. Human Rights Council has con- 
demned Israel 62 times. It has condemned 
the rest of the world a combined 59 times. 
(Syria is in second place, by the way, with 
twelve condemnations. North Korea has 
a paltry eight.) 

There is a great BDS movement in the 
world — with “BDS” standing for “Boy- 
cott, Divestment, and Sanctions.” This 
movement targets one country, and one 
country only: Israel. In 2013, Stephen 
Hawking accepted an invitation to attend 
a conference in Israel honoring Shimon 
Peres. Hawking is the British physicist, as 
you know. He is one of the most famous 
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and most admired men in all 
the world. Peres is an Israeli 
statesman and dove. Under 
pres sure Jdawki ngchangedhi s 
mind about going to Israel, 
sayingheneededtorespectthe 
BDSmovement. 

Aglanceathistravelrecord 
isilluminating .Ini 97 3 ,Hawk 
ing went to the Soviet Union. 
In2007,hewenttoIran.The 
year before, he had gone to 
China, where , according to a 
state news agency, he was 
“treated to a Hollywood- style 
reception.” Hawking said, “I 
like Chinese culture, Chinese 
food, and, above all, Chinese 
women. They are beautiful.” 

Israeli women are pretty hot 
themselves Andtheydon ’ dive 
inaone-partypolicestatewith 
a gulag. Nor does Israel im 
prison Nobel peace laureates, such as 
ShimonPeres .Chinadoes . 

Travel now to Scotland, where the 
West Dunbartonshire Council forbids 
local libraries to carry Israeli books. 

More specifically, the libraries are for- 
biddentocarrybooksprintedinlsraelif 
they are by Israelis, but printed else- 
where, that’skosher. Not long ago, one 
ofthelibrariespurchased TheProtocols 
of the Elders of Zion , that infamous 
forgery, ongroundsthatpeopleoughtto 
readwhatthey like . 

Wherevertheygointheworld, Israeli 
athletes and musicians are hounded and 
harassed!n2009,theDavisCupwasheld 
in Sweden. (This is the annual tennis 
competition.) The Israelis had to play a 
matchinanemptyarena,becauseprotests 
ando therdisruptionshadbeenpromised. 
Fortwoyearsinarow,anIsraelifemale 
tennisplayerattheASB ClassicinNew 
ZealandwasscreamedatAfteroneofthe 
matches, the22-year-oldShaharPeersaid 
that the words had been hard to under- 

stand, “but I did hear my name all the 
time,whichwasn’treallynice.” 

In both London and Edinburgh, con- 
certs of the JerusalemQuartethavebeen 
disrupted. Prominent writers have de 
fended those disruptions too, with one 
music critic saying that the quartet was 
“fairgameforhecklers.”Aconcertofthe 
IsraelPhilharmonicOrchestraattheB B C 
Proms was disrupted. One of the critics 
presents aidthatthehall“hadtheatmos- 
phereofariot.” 
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In this general atmosphere, the 
Russian-bompianistEvgenyKissintook 
out Israeli citizenship. He explained, 
“WherJsrael’senemiestrytodisrupteon- 
certsofthelsraelPhilharmonicOrchestra 
orthe Jerusalem Quartet, I wantthemto 
come and make trouble at my concerts , 
too — because Israel’s case is my case, 
Israel’senemiesaremyenemies,andIdo 
notwanttobespared. ’ Lastsummer Jdid 
apublicinterviewofGianandreaNoseda, 
anltalianconductorAmonghispostsis 
guestconductorofthelsraelPhiLAfter 
the interview, I drew him aside and 
thankedhimforgoingtoIsrael.Tosome 
people, it wouldhave seemed strange to 
thankhim.Buthe,forone, understood. 

WhentheAlaskagovemorSarahPalin 
became famous, some people thought it 
wasst rangeth atshehadanlsraeliflagin 
her office. I understood completely. She 
wasobviouslyexpressingsolidaritywith 
a gutsy country under siege. Later, she 
wore a lapel pin with the American and 
Israeli flags intertwined. In an article, I 
commended this . Areader wrote me to 
say, “I happen to be a Roman Catholic 
American of Irish descent. What would 
you think if, one day, Palin wore a pin 
with the American and Irish flags inter- 
twined? Or the American and Vatican 
flags ?”OnethingIthinkisthat,if[reland 
wereinIsrael’sposition,alotofuswould 
plaster ourselves with shamrocks andfly 
thelrishflag. 

Iftheworldwouldleavelsraelalone — 
simplyletitbe,letitlive — Iwouldprob- 



ablythinkaboutlsraelasmuch 
as I do, say, Uruguay. I don’t 
mean to offend Uruguay. But 
Uruguay almost never crosses 
mymind. 

I used to know a lot about 
South Africa, as many others 
did.Thiswasduringapartheid 
days,whenSouthAfricawasa 
focus of world attention. We 
knewthebigplayers, Mandela 
and Tutu, of course, but also 
others, suchasSteveBiko, and 
JoeSlovo,andHelenSuzman, 
and Chief Buthelez i. (I wish 
more people knew about an 
earlierchiefandanti-apartheid 
leaderAlbertLutuli,whowon 
the Nobel Peace Prize for 
1 960.)Butafterapartheidwas 
overcome, SouthAfricahardly 
evermadethene ws Iwouldbe 
hard pressed to tell you who 
waspresidenttoday.IsitstillZuma? 

Thereisagreatcivilizationaldividein 
theworld,withthelikesofISISandthe 
mullahs on one side, and their prey on 
the other. Israel’s foes are our foes, or 
certainlymyfoes.lftheworldletslsrael 
godown,thentheworldisanass,anda 
betrayer. Moreover, the prospects of 
civilizationitselfareindoubt.So,yes,I 
think and write a lot about Israel. I 
have been slammed as an “Israel 
Firster” (in imitation of the old, Lind 
berghian“AmericaFirster”).Isayagain, 
leave Israel alone, and it will get the 
Uruguaytr eatment.Whichithaslonged 
forfromthebeginning . 

Ihaveafriendwhosaysshewantsto 
movetolsrael whenthecrunchcomes . 

She is not Jewish, but she has a con- 
science, probablyformedinWorldWar 
II, when she was agirl. She and some 
familymembershadanarrowescapein 
thatw ar.N otallofthef amily survived . 

And having seen one holocaust of the 
Jews, she can’tstandtheideaofanother. 

“If the bombs are going to fall on 
them,”shesays,“Iwantthemtofallon 
me,too.”Thisisextreme,butIunder- 
standit. 

Some years ago, I attended a confer- 
enceinJordanontheDeadSea.Oneday, 
attwilightjstoodontheshoreandlooked 
over at Israel. I thought of the teeming 
hatred against Israel, the annihilationist 
hatred. And I wanted to throw my arms 
aroundthat country, somehow, inprotec- 
tion.I feelsureyouunderstand. NR 
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Shocking as it may 




seem, did you know that 
basically human beings 
lack true authority? 
Anybody now acting on 
the seeming authority of 
people should consider 
the following: 



First, the true authorities on this earth are the created laws of 
nature. Those natural laws are inviolable and self-enforcing, and 
only when obeyed do they provide right results. 

Early in life babies are protected by others from harm, regard- 
ing these natural laws. Toddlers unknowingly learn that they get 
bumped and bruised by losing their balance, as gravity asserts its 
authority. Older children also learn lessons from natural laws when 
their actions do not conform to natural-law authority. 

Clearly this is how the creator’s laws that people now call Laws 
of Physics do govern everybody on earth. 

However, decades ago Richard Wetherill identified a natural law of 
behavior. He named it the Law of Right Action — a law that requires 
mankind’s thoughts, words, and actions to be rational, honest, and 
morally right to get successful results. 

So as people unknowingly fail to obey the creator’s behavioral law, 
wrong results persistently have been causing their deaths. 

Resolve to obey this natural Law of Right Action and “live ye,” as 
the creator promised the Old Testament prophet Ezekiel ages ago. 
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Trump Wrongs the Right 

But Republicans should still learn from him 

BY RICHARD LOWRY & RAMESH PONNURU 



I t’s ahnostimpossibletofathomwhatanunusualcandi- 
dateDonaldTrumpis.Putasidehislackofpoliticalexpe- 
rience (except for his serial flirtations with running for 
president over the years) . Never mind his violation of 
nearly everyruleofthumbofpolitics : Alwaysshootup, never 

down.Avoidthrowingreportersoutofyourpressconferences. 
Pretendyoudon’tcareaboutthepolls.Maintaintightmessage 
discipline. Don ’twearhats! Disregardhisconstantfeudswith 
nearlyeveryone,hisblatantself-contradictiononbasicpolicy 
questions, andhisgeneraloutlandishness. 

Consider only these facts: Trump has been leading the 
polls for the Republican presidential nomination for 
months, andhebasicallyneversays“freedom”or“liberty.” 
HegivesnoindicationofcaringabouttheConstitution.He 
talksonlysparinglyaboutthefederaldebt.Hehas, inshort, 
ignored central and longstanding conservative tenets that 
seemed to have become only more important in the tea- 
party era — and he has not only gotten away with it, but 
thrived(sofar). 



How is that possible? Trump is truly a different kind of 
political phenomenon. He is supposed to be an outrageous 
right-winger, but he draws support fairly evenly across all 
factionsoftheRepublicanpartyandisheterodoxorindeter- 
minateonkeypolicy questions. 

Itistemptingtodismisshimasmerelyabuffoon,givenhis 
routinely buffoonish behavior, and to dismiss his supporters 
as ill informed and misguided. This is , indeed, the approach 
takenbymanyofhisjournalisticcriticsandafewofhisrivals. 
ButtheirdenunciationsofTrumpandtheTrumpphenomenon 
have frequently been overwrought, taking the momentary 
enthusiasmofalargefractionofapartytostandfortheendur- 
ingconvictionsofthe whole . 

TheyhavealsofrequentlybeenunfairtoTrump’ssupporters. 

ItisimportanttounderstandTramp’sdrawIiheiswhollyunsuit- 

edtobetheRepubhcannomineeforamyriadofreasons,includ- 

ingthatheisn’taconservative,therearenonethelesslessonsto 

begleanedfromhismeteoric,madcaprise,onesthatcanmake 

theothercandidatesbetterandtheGOPmoreappealing. 
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Sit-up, Lie down or 
anywhere in-between with 
just the touch of a 
button — for the most 
comfortable, restful night’s 
sleep you’ve ever experienced. 
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sleeping, reading watching TV or just relaxing with your feet up! It looks 
just like a regular bed... not institutional, and the mattress is luxurious and 
features a natural bamboo quilted cover that’s anti-bacterial, deodorizing 
and breathable. 

Considering we spend (or should spend!) a third of our life sleeping, why 
spend another restless night or risk injury getting in and out of bed? Call 
now and find out more. Call today! 




Call now 

to find out how you can get the 



This height-adjustable bed raises or lowers to a level that makes it easier to glide into 
or out of bed — even when transferring from a wheelchair, rollator or walker. When 
you’re ready to get up, you adjust the bed height with the wireless remote control 
until you can place both feet frmly on the floor. What a great aid to safety and 
independence! The mattress height adjusts from 28” to 18” and anywhere in between. 



Adjustable Bed 
Please mention code 101605 
call toll free for our lowest price 

1 - 888 - 421-8616 

© 2015 firstSJREEJ for Boomers and Beyond, Inc. 



82902 





The most elemental reason for Trump ’ s rise is that over the 
decadeshehasbuiltanearlyuniversallyrecognizedbrandasso- 
ciatedwithtoughnessandsuccess,andmanyAmericansworry 
that we are running out of both. Trump ’s business is being 
famous — and he’s really good at it. To be a media fixture for 
some 30 years in New York (the media capital of the world) , 
always finding the next new thing even wh en the last thing 

hasn’tworkedoutsowell,isnosmallfeat.Itspeakstoashrewd- 
ness,adrive,andashamelessnessthatfewcanmatch. 

When Trump brought these attributes to the Republican 
presidential race, it was like the ace major-league pitcher’s 
gettingsentdowntoDouble-Aonarehabassignment,oran 
accomplishedBroadwayactor’sshowingupatthecommunity 
theater.Hehadskillsnooneels ecouldhopetomatchandwas 
bigger than the stage. What is an unassuming midwestern 
governor compared with the star of a long-running TV pro- 
gram, thebuilderandmarketerofskyscraperswithhisname 
onthem,andthe“author’’ofmultiplebestsellers? 

As soon as he got in the race, Trump became the missing 
MalaysianplaneofAmericanpolitics.Hemeanteasyviewers 
andclicks(and,aswiththeplane, CNNwasthemostobsessed 
of all the networks). Cable TV carried his rallies live and in 
theirentirety,asifhewerealreadythenominee — exceptareal 
nomineehastosharetheattention with anothernominee, and 
Trumpdidn’t.Hehaditalltohimself. 

He careened from one controversy to the next, constantly 
transcending the last flap with a new one, as he fed the news 
cycleanddependedonlimitedatte ntionspanstowipeawayany 
memoryofwhathadcomebefore. Youdidn ' tlikethatfirstdebate 

performance ?Well f letmetellyousomethingaboutMegynKelly. 

You didn ’t like the second? Let } s talk about whether President 
ObamaisaM uslim. Trumpmaynothavebeenconsciouslypur- 
suingastrategyofdistraction,buthisendlessprovocationscon- 
stitutedoneregardless . 

Many of those provocations were wi tless, gross, and 
unworthy, if not of Trump , then of anyone with amodicum 
ofrespectforhimselforothers.ButathisbestTrumpcanbe 
funny and refreshing. Giving out Lindsey Graham’s phone 
numberwashilarious,ifjuvenile. Kicking JorgeRamosout 
ofhispressconferenceandthenbringinghimbackforafull 
andfrankexchangewasgreatshowmanship.Thehelicopter 
ridesforkidsatthelowaStateFa irwereadelightfullyWilly 
Wonka-esqueescapade. 

Noneofthiswillorcanbereplicatedbyanyoneelse.The 
otherelementsofTrump ’ s appeal areless suigeneris . 

B y thenormalrulesofAmericanpubliclife,hiscam- 
paignannouncement,withitscarelessimplicationof 
widespreadcriminalityamongMexicanimmigrants, 
would have been the end of him, or at least ended in his 
shame-facedretreat.Weallkno who witgoes Asocial-media 
campaign.An outraged press corps. Boycotts, or threats of 
them. Then the target inevitably gives in. We ’ d seen the 
dynamic play out in the months prior to Trump ’ s announce- 
ment,^ whentheStateoflndianaquicklybuckledtoapressure 
campaignoveritsReligiousFreedomRestorationAct,and, 
less significantly, when aBritish scientist who wore a shirt 
that feminists deemed offensive apologized, and groveled, 
andcried. 



Trump is an enormous rude gesture directed at this PC 
norminAmericanlife.Whenhedidn’tbackdownbutdou- 
bled down, when he didn ’ t quail in the face of Uni vision ’ s 
droppinghisbeautypageantbutsuedthenetworkfor$500 
million, Republicans wanted to stand and cheer. It wasn’t 
just the spiritedness of it, it was the feeling that Trump’s 
steadfastness in the face of the onslaught meant that the 
Left’s cultural power was a little less sweeping than had 
beenthought. 

Amongthemostconsequentialformsofpoliticalcorrect- 
ness — in the senseoftheuseof social pressure to suppress 
the expression of widespread and legitimate viewpoints — 
has been the failure of leaders in almost any field of 
Americanlifetogivevoicetodiscontentaboutmassimmi- 
gration. While Tr ump’s has hardly been an issue-driven 
campaign, thistopichasbeenimportanttoit.Trumpis,tobe 
sure, an opportunistic restrictionist. After 20 1 2, he scolded 
Mitt Romney for his allegedly hurtful rhetoric about “self- 
deportation.” That didn’t suggest that Trump would soon 
enough become the nation’s foremost advocate of unhy- 
phenateddeportation . 

Trump clearly went where the energy was after the flap 

overhisannouncement.Hehadhitarich vein. Immigration 
is one of the issues on which the elites in both parties are 
mostoutoftouchwithpopularsentiment.VeryfewAmeri- 
canswantmoreimmigration,butpoliticiansinbothparties 
have favored “comprehensive immigration reform” that 
entails it — and have rarely debated its merits. Most mea- 
surestoenforcetheimmigrationlaws ,on theotherhand,are 

overwhelminglypopular. 

Trumphaswanderedaroundthemaponimmigration — as 
onmostissues — buthisbasicthrustofmorebordersecurity 
(thefamous“Trumpwall”),acrackdownonsanctuarycities, 
anendtotheabuseofbirthrightcitizenship,andanemphasis 
on the interests of American workers is popular even if 
politiciansdon’ttalkaboutsuchpriorities,atleastnotinhis 
stark terms. 

Sinceimmigrationpolicyhasbeenonelongstringoffalse 
promisesfromthepoliticalclass(oneassuranceafteranother 
on enforcement hasn’tbeenmet), Trump ’scan-dobraggadocio 
strikesachord.Thelesshesoundslikemostpoliticians,the 
morecredibleandplausibleheseems. 

Trumpalsohadexcellenttiming.Hearrivedatamoment 
of angry discontent with American institutions — and espe- 
ciallyofconservativediscontentwiththeRepublicanleader- 
ship in Congress. There are limits to what any Republican 
CongresscouldachievewithPresidentObamainthe White 
House, ofcourse,butRepublicansencouragedvoterstothink 
thateverythingwould, insomeunspecifiedway, changefor 
the better after they won a maj ority in 20 1 4 . It didn ’ t . And 
the congressional party’s post-2014 agenda of “regula r 
order”wasn’tgoingtoinspireanyonebesidesafewsubcom- 
mitteechairmen.Theleadershiphasbeenunimaginativeand 
hasn’tadvancedorevenarticulatedaboldconservativepolicy 
agenda. House speaker John Boehner and Senate majority 
leader Mitch McConnell came for many Republicans to 
exemplify what’s wrong withpolitics. 

One way to view Trump is as the complete rejection of 
McConnell.TheSenatelea deristheultimateinsiderandan 
institutionalist.Heiscircumspect, thoughtful, wellinformed 
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on both policy and American history, and a quiet man who is 
always in control of himself. Trump is none of the above. 
But in the current environment, his contempt for every political 
piety, his ignorance of the political process and policy, and 
his impolitic statements are a powerful credential. They cer- 
tainly beat having successfully governed anything. 

So Republicans of many stripes have had reasons, especially 
months before any actual voting, to cheer him on. If your top 
voting issue is immigration, then the candidate who made it 
his signature issue was bound to be attractive. For Re- 
publicans who had grown exasperated or infuriated with 
their party’s leadership, not even Ted Cruz could better rep- 
resent a rejection of it. Cruz, after all, has been in the Senate. 
For voters who mostly tune out politics, Trump was a star, 
and a relentlessly entertaining one. 

B ut while Trump’s appeal to various groups may be 
understandable, he makes a terrible champion for 
Republicans, and especially for conservatives. By 
the standards we typically use to evaluate candidates — their 



their government smaller, for his efforts is absent from his 
shtick. His contempt for the political class is rooted in conceit, 
not conservatism: They haven’t governed well because they’re 
supposedly not as smart as he is. Other candidates denounce 
crony capitalism as a betrayal of the national creed. Trump tells 
us how good he is at it. 

Even on immigration, Trump cannot be trusted to maintain a 
position over the span of a day. He wants native-born Ameri- 
cans to get high-tech jobs, according to his “white paper”; he 
wants to import high- skilled immigrants to do them, according 
to his interviews. He wants to build a wall, he says, unlike 
other Republicans; he might erect a bunch of barriers instead, 
he says, just like everyone else. His policy document doesn’t 
mention mass deportation; he can’t stop talking about it. And 
he has never even sought to explain how he went from blasting 
Romney after the 2012 election for being too harsh toward 
Hispanics to suggesting today that a lot of Mexican immi- 
grants are rapists. 

Which brings us to another reason Trump would be a dis- 
astrous champion for conservatives: He taints and discredits 
the important cause of controlling immigration, and would 



While Trump’s appeal to various groups may be 
understandable, he makes a terrible champion for 
Republicans, and especially for conservatives. 



records, their views, their popularity with the general pub- 
lic, their experience, their temperament, their character — 
Trump should be dismissed out of hand. No candidate is 
perfect, but large numbers of conservatives have never be- 
fore supported any candidate so obviously deficient in all of 
these respects. 

That Trump has a long history of liberal positions that 
extends even into the fairly recent past should not by itself 
be disqualifying. Conservatism has always welcomed con- 
verts. But conservatives have also expected some demon- 
strated commitment to their principles, some action that 
advanced their causes, before seeking to elevate a convert to 
high office. When Mitt Romney ran for the Senate in 1994, 
for example, he tried to distance himself from Reagan-era 
conservatism. He later moved right. But even on his least 
conservative day, Romney was arguing for a smaller govern- 
ment and lower taxes (and for an end to Ted Kennedy’s career). 
Trump, by contrast, has done essentially nothing for any con- 
servative cause prior to deciding to run for the Republican 
presidential nomination. 

For that matter, the evidence that Trump is actually a con- 
vert — that he is today a conservative — is scant. In part this is 
because he is so cavalier in describing what he would do as 
president. Usually he simply assures us that he will have the 
best people working on an issue, that they will come up with 
terrific plans, and that the results will overjoy us. In itself 
this patter suggests that he respects neither the presidency 
nor his supporters. But it’s also telling that he rarely speci- 
fies that these great people will be conservatives, or that con- 
servative principles (assuming he can name any) will guide 
them. Even the suggestion that Americans would be freer, or 



do the same to conservatism generally in the unlikely event 
that he became the nominee. Deterring illegal immigration 
and reducing legal immigration would serve the rule of 
law, promote national cohesion, and help both native-born 
and immigrant low- wage workers. This agenda is routinely 
dismissed, however, as an expression of nostalgia for a 
whiter country — or worse. Every time Trump suggests that 
people who have come here from Mexico are mostly drug 
runners and murderers, he makes it easier to think that legit- 
imate conservative concerns about immigration are tanta- 
mount to racism. 

Trump’s discarded wives and his habit of making gross 
sexual insults of women also make it easier for liberals to 
campaign against Republicans’ supposed “war on women.” 
Perhaps one or two of Trump’s comments were not as disgust- 
ing as they have generally been taken to be: Maybe he didn’t 
mean to suggest that Fox anchor Megyn Kelly asked him 
tough questions because she was menstruating. But look at the 
whole pattern — his repeated attacks on her as a “bimbo,” his 
slam of Carly Fiorina’s face, his description of other women 
as pigs — and it’s clear that these bits of ugliness are not gaffes 
so much as a way of life. 

Trump responds to this kind of criticism by casting him- 
self as a brave dissenter from political correctness. Here, 
too, he discredits a worthy cause. Conservatives and some 
honorable liberals have stood up against the oversensitivity 
and censorship of legitimate political viewpoints that has 
spread from college campuses over the last three decades. 
Trump appears to confuse simple decency with PC. Re- 
publicans should not embrace this confusion by cheering 
him on. 
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B ut while Trump is not a conservative and does not 

deserve conservatives’ support, Republicans can 
nonetheless learn from him. Most politicians cannot 
hopetomatchTrump ’ sflairforthedramaticandshouldnottry 
tocompetewithhimindisplaysofnarcissismorcontempt.But 
politicianshavebeenknowntocultivateexcitementandglam- 
our — thinkofReagan,orBillClinton,orObama.Thesequali- 
tieshavebeenmissingfromRepublicanpoliticsforalongtime. 
Republicans could, withoutgoingthefullTrump,standtobe 
alittlelessapologeticanddefensiveundermediacriticism. 

For weeks, Trump simultaneously stayed on top of the 
pollsandpromisedtoraisetaxesonrichpeople.Hiseventual 
proposalontaxesborenoresemblancetothatpromise, which 
isagoodthing:Thefederalgovernmentneedstoslimdown, 
not be given more sustenance. But the fact that Trump’s 
pollingdidnotsufferevenamodestdropafterhissoak-the- 
richcommentsshouldtellother Republicans thatthepriori- 
tiesofthedonorstheymeetatfundraisersarenotthesameas 
thoseofthevoterswhosesupporttheyneed.Cuttingtaxesis 
generally desirable , but Republicans need not base all their 
economic and budget policies on slashing tax rates on the 
highestearners. 

Trump ’ s Republican rivals should change their approach to 
immigration, too.Theydon’tneedtoendorsehisquixoticcam- 
paigntoendbirthrightcitizenship.Butmoreofthemoughtto 
acknowledgethatexperiencehasraiseddeepandjustifieddoubts 
about promises of immigration enforcement following an 
amnesty.Thebestwaytoallaythisconcemisforenforcementto 
comefirst.Onlylater,afterestablishingthatgrantinglegalstatus 
toillegahmmigrantsherewillnotleadtoagreaterinfluxofille- 
galimmigrants, should an amnesty be considered. Republicans 
should acknowledge, as well, that the country has no pressing 
need for a vast expansion in the number of people doing lo w- 
skilledlabor.Suchapolicyshouldhavenoplaceinanyimmigra- 
tioncompromise. 

ARepublicanpartythatpromisedfewertaxcutsfortherichand 
lesscheaplaborwouldhavelesstooffersomeofitstopdonors, 
but it would have a stronger connection to its voters . Many of 
thosedonors,beingwiseinvestors,wouldacceptthetrade. 

EvenTrump’sfailuretodiscussfreedomandlimitedgovern- 
mentcontainsalessonforotherRepublicans,whocanhitthose 
notes too monotonously. The rhetoric of national strength is 
alsopowerfulandmustbepartoftheRight’ssongsheet(prefer- 
ablywithoutTrump ’ splonkingbombast — thepointistoadver- 
tisenationalconfidence,notinsecurity). 

Trump’s supporthas drifted downward of late. Itmay be 
thatthisrealityshowisbeginningtoloseitsinterest.Butthe 
attractionofalargeminorityofRepublicanstohim,evenifit 
proves momentary, has a grim parallel in the experience of 
European conservative parties . In many countries, the Right 
has split in two as respectable parties eschewed nationalist 
themes, especiallysupportfortighterrestrictionsommmigra- 
tion,andnewpartiesarosethatpickedupthosecausesinan 
irresponsibleway. 

TrumpisunlikelytobetheRepublicannomineeandwillprob- 
ablynotevenbeaseriousthreattoRepublicansasathird-party 
candidatenextyear.Buthehasexposedandwidenedthefissures 
onthe Americanright. If conservatives are to thrive, they must 
figureoutho wtorespondcreati vely, sensibly, andhonorably to 
thepublicimpulseshehassocarelesslyexploited. NR 



Finally, 
The Recount 

Looking back at WFB’s 1965 
mayoral campaign 

BY NEAL B. FREEMAN 

O ur texttodayisapairofclas sicB uckley quipsfrom 
thegreat 1 965 vintage.People whoremembernoth- 
ing else about William F. Buckley Jr. ’s brief foray 
intoelectivepoliticsrecallhisreplywhenaskedwhat 
hewoulddoifelectedmayorofNewYork:Hewould“demand 
arecount.”Andtheyremember,aswellJiisresponsewhenasked 
howhefeltasheemergedfromameetingwiththeeditorialboard 
ofthe NewYorkTimes : Hefeltas ifhehad‘ ‘j ustpas sedthrough 
theBerlinWall.” 

SomewhereinmyatticisaphotographofBill’sintroductory 
pressconference.Heisgrinningwolfishlyandlamwincingin 
pain.Hehasjustbeenaskedwhathewoulddoashisfirstactof 
officeandwebothknowwhatwascomingnext.Hehadcomeup 
withthe“recounf’crackafewweeksearherandIhadurgedhim 
nottouseitinpublic.ItwasaBuckley-grade witticism, to be 
sure,butitwasnotlikelytobegoodfomnitmorale.ButBillwas 
awriterandnotapolitician,whichistosaythathewasconsti- 
tutionally incapable of letting a great line go unused. He thus 
proceededtorollitacrossthepressroomwithperfecttimingand 
topredictableeffect.Merrimentbouncedoffallfourwalls. 

Asweallhavecometolearn, painfully orotherwise, japes 
have consequences. Before even the first news cycle had 
expired, apres s narrative hadbegunto take shape : thatB ill ’ s 
campaign was something of a lark, some elaborate form of 
self-entertainment.Inthedismissiveparlanceoftheday, Bill’s 
was “not a serious campaign,” whatever that might be. Our 
fundraisingreceipts,nevertorrential,slowedtoadribble,and 
thevolunteereffortflagged.TheBuckleyforMayorcampaign 
wasoffandlimping . 

Whatturneditaround,Iwouldliketoreport,wastheincan- 
descent performance of our candidate, ingenious stratagems 
devisedby management, andaflawless, five-borough ground 
gameexecutedbyourvauntedfieldoperationJtwouldbemore 
accuratetosay, however, thatwhattumedthecampaignaround 
wasaschedulingquirk. 

Intheearlydays,beforewehadlearnedathingortwoabout 
crowdmanagement,wefeltfreetoexposeBilltolargegroups 
of self-selected citizens . Most of these exchanges were high- 
minded, even civic- virtuous in tone . B ut when an ideological 
match toucheddry tinder, aragingrhetoricalfirecouldbreak 
out. One meeting with a group of excitable feminists, for 
instance, became ahigh-decibel,low-informatione vent, andl 
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DOCTOR'S MEMORY BREAKTHROUGH 



New Discovery 
for People with 
Failing Memory 

World's Leading Brain Expert and Winner of the 
Prestigious Kennedy Award, Unveils Exciting 
News For the Scattered, Unfocused and Forgetful 



By Steven Wuzubia 
Health Correspondent; 

Clearwater, Florida: Dr. Meir Shinitzky, Ph.D., 
is a former visiting professor at Duke University, 
recipient of the prestigious J.F. Kennedy Prize and 
author of more than 200 international scientific 
papers on human body cells. But now he’s come 
up with what the medical world considers his 
greatest accomplishment — A vital compound, 
so powerful, it’s reported to repair... even regrow 
damaged brain cells. In layman’s terms — Bring 
back your memory power. And leave you feeling 
more focused and clear-headed than you have in 
years ! 

Dr. Shinitsky explains this phenomenon in 
simple terms; “Science has shown when your 
brain nutrient levels drop, you can start to 
experience memory problems and overall mental 
fatigue. Your ability to concentrate and stay 
focused becomes compromised. And gradually, a 
“mental fog” sets in. It can damage every aspect 
of your life”. Not only do brain cells die but they 
become dysfunctional as if they begin to fade 
away as we age. This affects our ability to have 
mental clarity and focus and impacts our ability 
to remember things that were easy for us to do in 
our 20’s and 30’s. 

Scientists think the biggest cause of brain 
deterioration in older people is the decreased 
functioning of membranes and molecules that 
surround the brain cells. These really are the 
transmitters that connect the tissues or the brain 
cells to one another that help us with our sharp 
memory, clear thinking and mental focus, even our 
powers to reason well. “When we are in our 20’s” 
according to Dr. Shinitzky “our body produces key 
substances like phosphatidylserine and phosphatidic 
acid”. . .unfortunately they are believed to be critical 
essential nutrients that just fade away with age, 
much like our memories often do leading to further 
mental deterioration. 

As we get older it becomes more frustrating as 
there is little comfort when you forget names... 
misplace your keys... or just feel “a little 
confused”. And even though your foggy memory 
gets laughed off as just another “senior moment,” 
it’s not very funny when it keeps happening to 
you. 



The Missing Link 
is Found and Tested 

It’s hard to pronounce that’s for sure, but it certainly 
appears from the astounding clinical research that 
this one vital nutrient phosphatidylserine (PS) can 
really make a huge difference in our mental wellness. 
17 different double blind studies with placebo 
controlled groups have been involved in the clinical 
research of PS with patients between the ages of 55- 
BO years of age. Periodically the researchers gave 
these patients memory and cognitive tests and the 
results were simply amazing: 

1) PS patients outperformed placebo patients 
in All 5 Tests - 100% Success Rate 

2 ) After only 45 days there was a measurable 
improvement in mental function 

3 ) After 90 days, there was an impressive and 
amazing improvement in mental function 

The group taking phosphatidylserine, not only 
enjoyed sharper memory, but listen to this... they 
were also more upbeat and remarkably more happy. 
In contrast, the moods of the individuals who took 
the placebo (starch pill), remained unaffected.... no 
mental or mood improvement at all. 

My Memory 
Started to Scare Me. 

I would forget all kinds of things 
and something that I just said 
earlier in the day would have 
completely slipped my mind. I almost forgot my 
granddaughter’s birthday and that would have 
been horrible. I had forgotten lots of other little 
things along the way. I was worried about it. 

Over the last several months I’ve noticed my 
memory seemed to be getting pretty unreliable 
and so I thought I’d better do something about 
it now. So when I read about this amazing PS 
nutrient and how much it would help me with my 
memory I wanted to try it. 

It’s great! I have actual recall now, which 
is super. After about 6 weeks of taking it on a 
daily basis is when I began to notice that I wasn’t 
forgetting things anymore. 

Thanks to PS for giving me my memory back. 
It’s given me a lot more self-confidence and self- 
esteem. I would not trust my memory without it. 

- Ethel Macagnoney 
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CURE OR PREVENT ANY DISEASE. RESULTS BASED UPON AVERAGES. MODELS ARE USED IN ALL PHOTOS TO PROTECT PRIVACY 




Dr. Meir Shinitzky, Ph.D. a former visiting 
professor at Duke University and a recipient 
of the prestigious J.F. Kennedy Prize 



Vital Nutrient 
Reverses "Scatter Brain" 

This incredible PS nutrient feeds your brain the 
vital nutrient it needs to stay healthy... PS now has 
the attention of some of the world’s most prominent 
brain experts. It has been written up and published in 
leading science and medical journals and its findings 
have electrified the International scientific community. 

Earth-Shaking Science 

Published, clinical reports show replenishing your 
body’s natural supply of Phosphatidylserine, not 
only helps sharpen your memory and concentration 
— but also helps “perk you up” and put you in a 
better mood. PS as it turns out also helps to reduce 
everyday stress and elevate your mood by lowering 
your body’s production of the hormone cortisol. 
When cortisol levels are too high for too long you 
experience fatigue, bad moods and weakness. 
This drug-free brain-boosting formula enters your 
bloodstream fast (in as little as thirty minutes). 

Officially Reviewed by the U.S. Food and Drug 
Administration: Lipogen PS Plus is the ONLY Health 
Supplement that has a “Qualified Health Claim for 
both Cognitive Dysfunction and Dementia”. 

Special Opportunity 
For Our Readers 

We’ve made arrangements with the distributor 
of this proprietary blend of PS, which combines 
with several other proven special brain boosting 
natural ingredients to give you the mental clarity 
and memory gain that you need, to give you a Risk- 
Free trial supply. This is a special “Readers Only 
Discount”. This trial is 100% risk-free. 

It’s a terrific deal. If Lipogen PS Plus doesn’t help 
you think better, remember more... and improve 
your mind, clarity and mood — you won’t pay a 
penny! (Except S&H). 

But you must act fast. Your order can only be 
guaranteed if it comes in within the next 7-days. 
After that, supplies could run out. And your order 
may not be fulfilled until they are replenished. 

So don’t wait. Now you can join the thousands 
of people who think better, remember more - — and 
enjoy clear, “fog-free” memory. Call today, toll-free 
at 1-800-780-6526. Think of it as making a “wake- 
up call” to your brain. 






had no ready answer when Bill asked me later, “Remind me 
whywedidthat,wouldyou?” 

On another occasion, Bill and I found ourselves the only 
whites in a large room packed with angry black voters . They 
were angered by what they perceived to be Bill’s unthinking 
supportforaracistpoliceforce,theNYPD.Needlesstosay,the 
gamewason. 

Backandforththeywent.Billandhisaudiencetalkedabout 
crime. Black crime. Black-on- white crime. Black-on-black 
crime Andtheytalkedaboutleader ship :communityleader ship 
and moral leadership. It was a long, hot 90 minutes and Bill 
sweatedthroughhispreppy,bluebutton-down,thestainsspread- 
ing do wn his flanks . Discount this j udgment for sycophancy if 
you like, but he was magnificent. By the end of the meeting, 
somethinghadchanged. 

Thereremainednot asinglepersoninthatroomwhothought 
BiH’sviewsonraceandcrimewereunthinking.Hewasdeeply 
informed and maintained an intellectual clarity throughout the 
raucous colloquy. His audience listened to him and gave him 
theirrespect,ifnottheirsupport. 

Forhispart,BillbecameachangedcandidateAsapolemicist 
for a little magazine, he had been poking liberal shibboleths 
throughthebarso facageAsacandidateonthebigstageJiewas 
poking those shibboleths from inside the cage. There was no 
placetohidenow.Hewasfightingforhispubliclife. 

There were two other changes that day. The first occurred 
withinandaroundoursecuritydetail.NowJcan’tsaywithany 
confidencewhetherithappenedthatdayoramonthearlierora 
monthlater,butIcansaywithabsolutecertaintyth atinthesum- 
mer of 1965 the NYPD fell in love with Bill Buckley. I don’t 
meanjustthe Irish andltalians, either, buttheblack, Hispanic, 
and Asian cops , too . Bill was stating their case with eloquence 
andverveanddoingsoatatimewhenfewotherpublicfigures 
would stand with them. (Not unlike today, in 1 965 there were 
reputable people and reputable publications who claimed to 



believethatoneoftheprincipalcausesofurbancrimewaspolice 
misconduct. Notunlike today, those claims were evidence-free 
andideologicallypowered.) 

Thecops’supportforBuckleyforMayor,whichsoonspread 
to the firemen, and to some of the building trades, had two 
effects ,onelong-termandtheotherproximate .Tomyeye, which 
isbynowexperiencedifstillunscholarly,thelong-termeffec tof 
theNYPD-WFBallianceraninanalmostunbrokenpsephologi- 
cal line through the blue-collar support for Johnson and Nixon 
duringtheVietnamWar,thencetotheReaganDemocratsofthe 
earlyEightiesand, ultimately, tothe“valuesvoters”oftoday — the 
peoplewhovotenotwiththeirclassorraceorgenderbutwith 
theirpatrioticheartsAsignificantdevelopment,that. 

TheproximateeffectofNYPD supportseemedmoreimpor- 
tant.As someof you willrememberaboutthe Sixties, andthe 
restofyouwillhaveread,thepublicsquarecouldbeadanger- 
ousplace.Politicalfigureswhostirreddissentbeyondtheedge 
of consensus could, and not infrequently did, excite gunfire. 
JohnKennedyJVlartinLutherKing,RobertKennedy,andothers 
lesswellknownwereallgunneddownatomearpublicevents. 

Bang, you ’ redown . 

WhenBillBuckleydiedpeacefullyathisConnecticuthome 
in2008 , the news of his passing was metby an outpouring of 
admirationandunfeignedaffection.Bythattime, manifestly, he 
had become America’ s favorite conservative, beloved by his 
many followers and respected by his few public foes. Times 
change, happily. Whenheranformayorin 1965, Bill wasnot 
yetMr.NiceGuy.Hewas , rather, aright- winginsurgentmarch- 

ing against the citadel of self-satisfied liberalism . . . and the 
denizensofthecitadelwerenotamused.Toputthemattercare- 
fully,Billwasacontroversialfigure. 

ThereisanapostrophiepointthatmustbemadehereJtshould 
berememberedthatBillBuckleywasconservativelongbefore 
conservatismwascoollnl 965 Jiewasnotseentobethecharm- 
ing,wh ite-shoeYaliethatretrospectiveanalyseshaveportrayed. 

Hewas,inthecontemporaneousview,ablack-shoe 
cop-lover, fronting for dark forces that the elite 
mediaprofessedtofear:Hewasthe“tipofthespear” 
ofareactionaryRight.Soletuspauseheretosalute 
those whoj oinedour causeintheearly days , when 
thehistoricaloutcomecouldnotbe known andthe 
risktoprofessionalreputation was palpable. Letus 

pausetosaluteJimBuckley,whoplayedflawlessly 
therolehewasbomtoplay — olderandwiserbrother 
ofthecandidate;DonPemberton(ourindispensable 
man in Brooklyn); Art Andersen (who kept our 
books almostbalanced);AggieSchmidt(Bill’stire- 
less amanuensis) ; Phil Nicolaides and Geoff Kelly 
(our admaking Mad Men) ; Kieran O ’ Doherty (the 
Conservative-partystalwartwhoworkedhims elfto 
the very cliff of cardiac incident) ; MarvinLiebman 
(who produced our rallies andcarbonated our staff 
meetings) ; and the sturdiest warrior of them all, 
William Rusher (he of the Princeton and Harvard 
pedigreewhogavehisagingmotherpalpitationsby 
departingaWallStreetlawfirmforalittlemagazine 
with only a tenuous grip on respectability) . These 
were the winter soldiers of our revolution. Times 

change, happily. Only a few years later, by which 
timeBillhadbecomethetoastofthetownandhis 
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wife, Pat, begantoadorntheBestDressedlists,ithadbecome 
derigueurtoembracetheadviceNixonhadfamously abjured 
anddotheeasyandpopularthing,whichwastomakeyourway 
brisklyintothefabuloussocialcircleofBillandPatBuckley. 

I t shouldn ’ t have come as a surprise for us to review the 
thickening file of threats made against Bill. It shouldn’t 
have, but it did, anyway. The reports w ere hair-curling. 

The stone canyons of New York City seemed to be crawling 
withbloody-mindedcrazies,manyofthemonamissionfrom 
onehigherpoweroranother.(InotefortherecordthatIwas 
morerattledbythesereportsthanwasourimperturbablecandi- 
date .Toborro wB enBradlee ’ sdescriptionofoneofhisnotably 
intrepidreporters,Billclankedwhenhewalked.) 

What lifted our spirits (and low ered staff blood pressure) 

wasafollow-onbriefingbyanemissaryfromtheNYPD.The 
cops were all in, thoroughly prepared to take fast, discreet, 
professional action in whatever contingencies might arise. 
Nobody waslikelyto mess withasinglehairontheheadof 
theirmanBuckley.FileclosedAswashishabit,thebestsum- 
mary line came from Bill Rusher, who satin on one of the 
threatmeetings.S aidRusherofthecrazies/Tmbeginningto 
feelsorryforthesepoorbastards.”ByLaborDay, everything 
wascopacetic.Wehadcometofeelthatthesafestplaceinall 
of New York City, safer even than Grand Central Station at 
straight-upnoon,wastobestandingnexttoBillBuckleyata 
campaignevent. 

There was anotherchange.Ittookplace, asymptotically as 
Billmighthavedescribedit, among our regular press corps, 

some of whose members were grumpy about their assign- 
ments to our campaign. (Campaign coverage in those days 
was assumedtobeatickettoaregulargigatCityHall, with 
thewinningcandidatepullinginhisownbeatreporters.There 
mayhavebeenaconflictofinterestintheresome where.) 

Earlyon,thepresswasofonemind,withtheirimpressions 
of the principal candidates fro zen in presupposition. John 
Lindsay ?Hewastall( agreed), hewasliberal( dotell ),hewas 
mahvelous( untilheopenedhis mouth ),andhe was destined 
to win ( yeah, probably ). Abe Beame? He was a colorless 
bureaucrat and a machine Democrat ( no argument there ). 

Shortinstatureandshorterstilloncharisma( orthere ),hehad 
a fighting chance, at leastifthe unions gotingear( conceiv- 

ably,! supposed ).BillBuckley?HewasaCreaturefromthe 
Hard-Right Lagoon, his chances pegged between slim and 
none and doubtless closer to the latter ( WFB concurring, 

alas). Presuppositions areadurablebarrieragainstimproved 
understanding.Theydiedhard. 

Butwhileourregularpressgagglemayhavecomeforthe 
gotchapatrol — thatcold-starevigilfortheverbalslipsthat 
couldbeinflatedintocategoricalslur sagainstwomen,gays, 
blacks, Jews, Latinos, Asians, fat people, short people, or 
variously challengedpeople,nottomentioncommonsense- 
impaired people — they stayed for the bons mots that Bill 

sprinkledaroundpromiscuously,asiftheywerebeadneck- 
laces tossed from a Mardi Gras float. Bill was good copy. 
Anditdidn’thurtthathewasrunningagainstBeame,five- 
feet-five-inches of banality, and L indsay, six-feet-three- 
inches of vapidity. (Beame and Lindsay seemed to be 
quotableonly when quotingBill, usually inhigh, theatrical 



dudgeon.) The press couldn’t help themselves. They liked 
Bill.Someofthemevenbecamehispals.(Itwasduringthe 
campaign that Bill became lifelong friends with the great 
Murray Kempton, who, while he wrote for a downmarket 
leftyrag, seemedto reserve special affec tionforthecandi- 

datewhopersistedintalkingovertheheadsofhisproletari- 
anreadership.) 

There was something else. The press noted and was im 
pressedbyBiH’scourage.Hiscourage,thatis,inbothitsphys- 
icalandmoralforms.ItwasBillandonlyBillwhowadedinto 
those last-man- standing bouts in halls stuffed with red-faced 
citizens. While Beame and Lindsay were surrounded by pla- 
toons of handlers, who busied themselves clearing voter-free 
pathsforthegreatmen,Billwasluckyifhehadmeandanoff- 
dutycopintow.Thepressnoticed. 

Again, Ican’ttellyouwhichhourofwhichdayithappened, 
but the press narrative began, finally, to shift. At first a few 
reporters, andthenmore,andthenatlastthefullmewlingherd 
begantoconcedethatmaybe,justmaybe,Bill’swasase rious 
campaign.Onereporter,thelegendaryMcCandlishPhillipsof 
the New York Times , began to toy with another idea: Perhaps 
Bill’swasthe only seriouscampaign. 

Thentherewasthatmeetingatthe Times, theonebehindthe 

BerlinWall.This was 1 965 , remember, inalandfaraway.The 
Times mayhavebeenonlyoneofsevenNewYorkdailynews- 
papers(notcountingthe WallStreetJournal ,whichwasconsi d- 
eredatradepublicationinthosedays),butitsstaturewasbelied 
bytheblandlytaxonomicterm primus interpares .The Times 
didn’t just open and close Broadway shows and puff up and 
snuffoutpohticalaspirants.Itsettheagendaformunicipaldis- 
cussion — andthencoinedthevocabularyinwhichitwouldbe 
conducted. In terms of mass mind-control, thereis nothingin 
contemporaryculturewithwh ichtocomparethedominanceof 
theSixties-era NewYorkTimes . 

WhenBillBuckleystrodeintothateditorial-boardmeeting, 
he found himself surrounded not just by the editorial writers 
who would craft the paper’s endorsement and the executives 
who would put their chop s on it, but by reporters and editors 
from the principal beats — transportation, education, housing, 
healthcare, and the rest. Bill was sur rounded, if you will, by 

contemporary liberalism’ sA-Team. Thenexttwohours would 
provetobearealeducation.Forthem. 

Thisisunsubstantiatedsurmiseonmypart, butthatmeeting 
may have been the first time in their lives that most of the 
Tzmesmenhadfacedanarticulateandinformedconservativein 
closeencounter. 

Insupportofthatsurmisejofferonlythisshredofevidence. 

Ini 965 ,theplat formofchoiceforopinionmongerswasneither 
acable-news slotnor aradio talk show. It was the syndicated 
newspapercolumn.InthemidSixties,therewerehundredsof 
nationally syndicatedfeatures, threeof which — three ! — could 
befairlydescribedasconservative.TherewasDavidLawrence, 
thegrandoldmanof U.S.News&WorldReport ,whowasby 
thatstageofhiscareermoreoldthangrand.Therewas James 
JacksonKilpatrick,theclarionvoiceofsoutherntraditionalism. 
AndtherewasWilliamF.BuckleyJr.,theleaderofanemerging 
nationalconservatism.BillBuckleywasthenewnewthing. 

Billdidnot,ofcourse,wintheendorsementofthe NewYork 

Times. But he won the argument. Andeverybody in theroom 
knewit. 
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I am still contacted from time to time by people who have 
stumbled upon, and then become fascinated by, the Buckley 
campaign of 1965: historians, political scientists, city plan- 
ners, journos, pols. They sense that something special happened, 
something heuristic. One conversation with an eager-beaver 
thesis writer, according to my notes, went this way: 

EBTW: Mr. Freeman, can you confirm that the Buckley campaign 
issued 22 policy proposals? 

NBF: No, I can’t confirm that, but it sounds ballparkish. 

EBTW: Can you confirm that 20 of those proposals were 
subsequently adopted by New York mayors — many by Giuliani, 
some by Koch, and the remaining few by Bloomberg? 

NBF: No, but you may well be correct. 

EBTW: You don’t sound surprised. 

NBF: No, not at all. 

Well, that’s the essence of our story, isn’t it? Why were we not 
surprised by the serial successes of the Buckley campaign? We 
were not surprised, I would submit, because we recognized that 
what Bill Buckley was preaching in 1965, and what he would 
practice for the rest of his life, was the politics of reality: the cer- 
tain knowledge that, over the course of time and under the weight 
of experience, ideological abstraction will yield ultimately to 
either the obdurate facts of public finance or the timeless imper- 
atives of the human spirit. One or the other. What Bill Buckley 
taught us was that there is not only a conservative way to raise the 
young and care for the old. There is a conservative way to collect 
the garbage and shovel the snow. 

It’s been 50 years now since Bill Buckley demanded a recount. 
Perhaps we owe him one. So let’s pop the big one: Who really 
won that race back in 1 965 ? The best answer to that question may 
be another question: Is anybody publishing an anniversary col- 
lection of the speeches and papers of John Lindsay or Abe 
Beame? Anybody? Anybody? 

S hortly after Election Day, Bill invited me to a postpran- 
dial meeting at the New York Yacht Club. Something 
was up. Bill held all of his important meetings off-site, 
as the walls of NR’s warren-office had ears and the interrup- 
tions were incessant. 

I had picked up a rumor that Bill would be moving to 
Switzerland to take on what we had long referred to as the Big 
Book. For several years past, Bill had been urged by both men- 
tors (Willmoore Kendall and others) and proteges (me and oth- 
ers) to write a serious work of political philosophy, a Big Book 
that would make Bill’s bones as a heavyweight intellectual. 
Journalism was fine, we thought, but scholarship was better: A 
Big Book was exactly what was needed to undergird Bill’s bur- 
geoning career as he reached age 40. We even had a title teed up, 
“The Revolt against the Masses,” with the book intended as a 
rebuttal to and extension of Ortega y Gasset’s classic work, The 
RevoltoftheMasses . I was intrigued. Perhaps what I needed as a 
restorative was a bit of head-clearing, long-form work. 

Bill and I had a drink and began to swap campaign stories, 
at one point laughing so hard that a club employee was dis- 
patched to restore house decorum. Good luck with that. It was 
a time for laughing. 

As a second drink arrived, Bill turned to business. He reported 
with enthusiasm that a publisher had offered a handsome advance 



for a book on the campaign. Bill wanted to do it, both to inscribe 
the record indelibly and, I suspected, to relitigate some of the 
campaign spats. He said that I would be “indispensable” to the 
project and outlined a generous financial arrangement, ski passes 
very much included. 

I don’t know whether my heart sank, but my shoulders sagged. 
The last thing I wanted to do was to wallow in campaign minutiae 
for another four or five months. I had raccoon eyes and needed to 
get my teeth fixed and get my license renewed and begin the city- 
wide search for the dry cleaner who was holding my clothes in 
some undisclosed location. If Bill had offered me the 70 virgins 
of martyrdom, I would have countered at 35. 1 needed a break. 

I loved Bill and I hated saying no to him, but this was a mission 
for which I could find no motivation. So after two years of dawn- 
to-dinner collaboration, we agreed to go our separate ways, he to 
do the campaign book and I to develop a television project. The 
meeting did not end well. 

But the story did, almost serendipitously so. While he may 
have set off to write a quickie campaign book, what Bill came 
back with was The Unmaking ofaM ay or . Here we are a half 
century later and people who would understand American 
urbanology or the history of New York City or the beginnings 
of the modern conservative movement still feel obliged to 
read and ponder and come to terms with it. Over the course 
of his hyperproductive career, Bill wrote 54 books — all of 
them readable, many of them consequential, one of them a 
classic. Unmaking became, quite inadvertently, Bill’s Big 
Book and cemented his reputation as a public intellectual of 
the first rank. 

The television project worked out, too. The series debuted in 
the spring of 1966 as Firing Line , hosted by William F. 
Buckley Jr., and it ran for more than 30 years. 

Postscript: In my personal calculation, Bill’s signal contribu- 
tion to a.d. 1965 was to introduce me to his new office manager, 
Miss Jane Metze of Harriman, N.Y. She was highly attractive 
and a constant distraction, a distraction, in fact, to which I have 
chosen to ascribe all responsibility for the rookie mistakes 
recounted in Bill’s book. 

There were rivals for the attention of Miss Metze. Being a 
charitable sort, I will leave the married celebrity unnamed. Of the 
others, the most formidable was the journalist John Phillips, a 
big, rawboned fellow with hands that could palm basketballs. 
John was a diligent reporter and a fine writer, and his copy made 
for good reading. Until one morning, that is, when, lingering over 
a campaign breakfast of coffee (black) and pizza (cold), I came 
upon a reference to Miss Metze as a “honey blonde with an oozy 
voice.” Really, John! 

When John showed up at headquarters that morning, I accosted 
him, pushing the newspaper into his chest and saying in a voice 
louder than necessary, “This is beneath even you, John. Using the 
NewYork frigging Times as a dating service!” My sworn testi- 
mony is that the legendary John Phillips, who wrote under the 
fancypants byline “McCandlish Phillips” . . . blushed. 

On an impulse never regretted, Miss Metze and I were married 
on a cold day in March 1966. Bill was still in Switzerland, dash- 
ing down mountains and dashing off books. Just before the ser- 
vice was to begin I received a telegram. It was signed by General 
Pulaski and it read, “I won’t be attending your wedding if you 
won’t attend my goddamn parade.” NR 
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TheCostof‘Free ’College 

It will reduce quality without guaranteeing higher enrollment 

BY ANDREW P. KELLY 



T here are many good reasons 
to be skeptical of the Demo 
crats’ new infatuation with 
“free college.” The massive 
price tag, the favoritism toward the 
public sector, thefederalcoercion — all 
arelegitimateconcerns . 

But there’s a more basic objection: 
Free-collegeplanswouldmoveAmerican 
higher education from being a voucher- 
based market to being a government- 
administered“publicoption.” 
Forahalfcentury,federalfundinghas 
flowedtostudentsintheformofvouch- 
er s , and students have had the power to 
choosefromanarrayofproviders — pub- 
lic, private, and for-profit. The federal 
government has had little direct control 
over colleges, relying instead on third- 
party accreditation agencies and market 
competitiontoensurequality. 

Agrowingnumberofprogressives — 
including prominent Democratic politi- 
cians — havesouredonthisvoucher-based 
approach. Insteadof compelling schools 

Mr. Kelly is a resident scholar at the American 
Enterprise Institute and the director of its Center on 
Higher Education Reform. 



tocompeteforstudentsbyofferinglower 
prices and better value, they argue, the 
markethasallowedcollegestoraisetheir 
feesatwillandleftpolicymakerspower- 
lesstodoanythingaboutit. 

Admittedly, the market is imperfect. 
Studentslackclear,comparableinforma- 
tion on the cost and quality of different 
post-secondaryoptions.Schoolscompete 
withoneanotheronsuchthingsasspend 
ingandfaculty-studentratiosratherthan 
thevalueoftheeducationtheyprovide. 
Andfederalloansencourageattendance 
atanyprogramatnearlyanyprice,cre- 
atinglittleincentiveforstudentstobor- 
row prudently or for institutions to 
containtheircosts. 

Rather than work to fix the market, 
however, the Left wants to scrap it 
altogether. Free-college proposals are 
designedtomoveusawayfromthede 
centralized, voucher-basedapproachand 
towardonewherefederalfundingflows 
directly to public institutions that are 
subjectto federal rules. Proposals from 
President Obama, Bernie Sanders, and 
Hillary Clinton would all send federal 
subsidies directly to states and colleges 
thateliminatetuitionfees . 



Theproblemis,theseproposalswon’t 
dowhatprogressivesthinktheywill.To 
be clear, the price of college should 
indeed be dramatically lower — not 
only at public institutions but across 
the board. When governors, colleges, 
and entrepreneurs work to create 
lower-cost pathways for students, we 
shouldapplaud. 

Ultimately, though, price is less im 
portantthan value: what students get in 
returnfortheirtimeandmoney.Shifting 
costs from students to taxpayers is not 
the same as making higher education 
morecost-effecti ve .Whilefederalfunds , 
price caps, and rules can bring public- 
tuition costs down temporarily, they 
willhaveahardertimeimprovingqual- 
ity and cost-effectiveness. Doing that 
will require addressing the wasteful 
spendinganddisappointingresultsthat 
have been the consequence of current 
higher-educationpolicy,whichhaspro- 
vided easy money and demanded little 
ornoaccountability. 

Notonlywillfreecollegefailtosolve 
these problems , it may well create new 
ones. Providing a free public option 
might actually diminish some students’ 
chances of finishing a degree. Tuition 
caps might result in rationing, not in- 
creased enrollment. And imposing new 
federal rules would sap the system of 
what little creative energy and inno va- 
tiondoexist. 

Whatdoes“free”actuallymeanhere? 
There are a few varieties of free col- 
lege — tuition-freecollege,debt-freecol- 
lege (with money provided for living 
expenses), no-loan tuition (for which 
familiespayaccordingtotheirircome) — 
but they share some basic features. 
President Obamahas proposed to make 
two years of community-college tuition 
free for high- school graduates whose 
adjusted gross income does not exceed 
$200,000 .Anystudentswhoareeligible 
for Pell grants might have their tuition 
covered and could spend grant aid on 
other expenses . Insurgent presidential 
hopefulBernieSanders, meanwhile, has 
called for $750 billion in federal funds 
overtenyearstoeliminatetuitionatpub- 
licfour-yearcollegesAndwhileHillary 
Clinton’s “new college compact” does 
notgo as far as S ander s ’ splan, it would 
spend $350 billion over ten years to 
providetuition-freecommunitycollege j 
and create no-loan tuition at public § 
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four-years. Families would still con- 
tribute, proportionatelytotheirincome, 
to paying the cost of attend ing a four- 

yearpubliccollege. 

These proposals share two key fea- 
tures.First,theyallaimtousethefederal 
moneyas acarrottoencourage states to 
spend more on their public colleges. 
Democrats see “state disinvestment” — 
orthefactthatstatesappropriatelessper 
pupil than they used to — as the biggest 
problemfacinghighereducation.Under 
Sanders’splan,thefedswouldpaytwo- 
thirds, while the states would pay the 
remaining third. Obama’s proposal has 
the feds covering three-quarters of the 
national average tuition price and the 
statescoveringtherestofwhatitwould 
cost to eliminate fees. Clinton’s plan 
wouldworksimilarly. 



community-college plan would require 
that states “allocate a significant por- 
tion of fundingbasedonperformance, 
notenrollmentalone,”andthatinstitu- 
tions “adopt promising and evidence- 
based institutional reforms to improve 
studentoutcomes . ” 

Inotherwords,“free”collegewould 
entail an unprecedented expansion of 
federal power over public colleges. 
Theimplicitassumptionisthatgreater 
control willbetterempowerthefedsto 
set standards andholdpublic colleges 
to them than the voucher-funded 
modeldoes. 

Butit’sjustthat — anassumption.Most 
free-collegeproponentsclaimthatdirect 
government control will solve quality 
problems as if this were self-evident. 
Education scholars Sara Goldrick-Rab 



nected pulic institutions that don’t 
makethegrade? 

Free-college proponents may reply 
thatevenifsuchproposalsdonothingto 
improve quality, at least they will boost 
enrollment by making public tuition 
moreaffordable.This,too,isaquestion- 
ableassumption. 

First, free tuition may well draw in 
students who otherwise would have 
attended a higher-quality institution. 
After all, it ’ s hardto compete withfree . 

But a series of rigorous studies have 
found that “under-matching,” or attend- 
ing less selective colleges than they are 
qualified to attend, actually decreases 
students ’ratesofdegreecompletion.For 
instance, Sarah Cohodes, an education 
professor at Columbia, and Josh Good 
man,aneconomistatHarvard’ sKennedy 



‘Free’collegewouldentailanunprecedentedexpansionof 
federalpower overpubliccolleges. 



Of course, “free” college isn’t really 
free. The Democrats’ approach shifts 
costswithoutnecessarilyloweringthem. 
Transferring costs away from students 
onto taxpayers would lower tuition 
priceswhileallowingschoolstocontinue 
operating under their current wasteful 
coststructures Aninfluxofnewfunding 
might actually lead them to pay less 
attention to cost-effectiveness than they 
donow.Ifeverybodyisreceivingtuition 
onthetaxpayerdime,schoolsdon’thave 
to worry that students will flee to a 
lower-costoption. 

Second, the free-college proponents 
believethat theycanusefederaltaxrev- 
enue to improve public colleges and 
influencestates’education-fundingprior- 
ities. Clinton’s plan, for instance, would 
require that states “ramp up . . . irvest 
mento vertime’ ’andhandoutne wfederal 
money only to institutions that ensure 
“that all funds received will be applied 
toward instruction and learning, and 
[improve students’] prospects for com- 
pletion.” Sanders’s proposal would 
requirethatatleast75percentoffaculty 
at participating state systems be made 
upoftenuredortenure-trackprofessors 
andprohibitschoolsfromspendingnew 
federal money on administration or 
non-academicbuildings . Obama’ sfree- 
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and Nancy Kendall, for example, assert 

that,“byinvestinginauniversalsystem, 

the federal govern ment can engage 

states and institutions in a conversation 

aboutwhatisrequiredtoensurethatstu- 

dentsbeginandcompleteaqualitycol- 

legeeducation.” 

Conversations are nice, buthow, pre- 
cisely, are they going to improve col- 
leges whose students have dreadful 
completion and loan-default rates ? And 
what happens when participating col- 
legesdon’tmakegoodontheirpledges? 
Federal policymakers rar ely cut off 
schools’ eligibility for student-aid pro- 
grams now, even when they clearly run 
afoul of existing loan-default standards 
(whicharesupposedtoexcludecolleges 
ifmorethan40percentoftheirborrow- 
ers default on their loans within three 
years of entering repayment, or more 
than30percentdosointhreeconsecu- 
ti ve years) . In 20 1 4, the Department of 
Education “revised” the loan-default 
ratesofanuntoldnumberofinstitutions, 
eff ec ti velys a vingmanyfroms anc tion .It 
seems plausible that a large share of 
themwerefor-profitcolleges — atoptar- 
get of Obama- administration regula- 
tors — yet they still got a pass. We’re 
supposedtobelievethatfederalbureau- 
cratsaregoingtodefundpoliticallycon- 



School of Government, found that 
Massachusetts students who qualified 
forastate- fundedAdams Scholarship — 
whichentitledthemtoatuitionwaiverat 
statecolleges — wereless likely to com- 
pleteabachelor ’ sdegree .That ’ sbecause 
thefreestatecollegeswerelower-quality 
than private alternatives. Similarly, re 
search suggests that students who could 
aim higher but enroll in a community 
college are less likely to earn a degree 
thansimilarstudentswhostartatafour- 
yearcollege . 

Second, free tuition could lead to 
rationingr atherthanhigherenrollment . 
Suchapolicy essentially limitscollege 
spendingtowhatthepubliciswillingto 
pay. If federal and state funding does 
not keep pace with increases in enroll- 
ment or the cost of providing educa- 
tion — a real possibility, given other 
budgetary priorities — then tuition-free 
colleges will have to limit enrollment. 
This has already h appenedincountries 
withfreetuition. 

The United Kingdom, for example, 
has progressively moved away from 
free tuition for precisely this reason. 
Before the late 1990s, public universi- 
tiesintheU.K.weredirectlyfundedon 
a per-pupil basis, and students paid no 
fees to attend. Enrollment numbers 
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C onsidered by many to be one of the best political books ever 

written, National Review is thrilled to announce a new “Fiftieth 
Anniversary” edition of Bill Buckley’s classic candidate memoir, 

The Unmaking of a Mayor . 

Could it be a half century already since Buckley launched his famous 
Conservative Party effort to become mayor of New York City, an effort 
that revitalized — indeed, saved — the conservative moment, flat on its 
back from the 1964 Goldwater drubbing? It is. And the Golden 
Anniversary is well worth celebrating, heralding a seat-of-the -pants 
campaign that captivated the nation. Yes, it failed, as Bill captured just 
13% of the vote on Election Day, with liberal Republican John Lindsay 
emerging as the next Mayor of New York. But: Did it really fail? In fact, 
the effort prevailed, in large, historic, and consequential ways, as 
Candidate Buckley, by dint of his persona, moxie, wit, verve, and inteL 
ligence, revived and resuscitated the conservative movement from coast 
to coast. 

The Unmaking of a Mayor is Buckley at his finest — in youthful 
prime, in the center of the maelstrom, standing athwart history, casti- 
gating the liberal elite, bringing the conservative message to millions, 
who found it . . . quite to their liking. This handsome, big (nearly 500 
pages!), high-quality softcover edition, re-published in conjunction with 
our friends at Encounter Books, is only $22.95 a copy, and includes two 
terrific additions to the original printing. One is a tour- de -force 
Afterword by Morning Joe host Joe Scarborough, a huge WFB fan, who 
wrote of the effort: 

But because of his own virtuoso performance on the trail, the NR 
editor somehow managed to turn a municipal election into a 
national event. Along the way, he also managed to supply a badly needed 
spark to what the candidate himself had called a dying ideology. The Buckley campaign 
would also unite a coalition of working class voters who would be labeled “Reagan Democrats” in the coming 
years. The conversion of these Democrats to the Conservative cause would provide an electoral road map for Republican suc- 
cess that would soon make Buckley’s damaged party the dominant force in American politics for a generation to come. 

The other is a brilliant Foreword by frequent NR contributor and Buckley Campaign aide-de-camp Neal Freeman (“It’s been 
fifty years now since Bill Buckley demanded a 

recount. Perhaps we owe him one.”). , 

If you want a fascinating piece of history, a 
world-class campaign memoir, an example of 
Buckley — the writer, the polemicist — at his very 
best, a book that is as relevant today as it was a 
half century ago, then you must get (direct from 
NR) this new anniversary edition of The 
Unmaking of a Mayor . 

HOLY WORLD WIDE WEB! YOU CAN 
ORDER UNMAKING RIGHT NOW AT 
STORE.NATIONALREVIEW.COM 
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werecloselyregulated,andinstitutions 
thatover-recruitedhadtopaypenalties. 
Asaresult,studentdemandconsistently 
outstripped available slots. Eventually, 
tightpublic budgets and rising student 
demand led the British government to 
introduce fees of £1 ,000 per student 
(withexemptionsforlow-andmiddle- 
income students) and to increase those 
feesovertime. 

In20 1 0,theBritishgovernmentfreed 
collegestochargestudentsupto£9,000 
in tuition and created a student-loan 
programtofinancetuitionpayments.In 
apolicypaper,MinisterofUniversities 
DavidWilletsexplainedtheflawsofthe 
rationingmodelasfollows : 

The current system of controls limits 
studentchoice,becauseinstitutionsare 
preventedfromexpandinginresponse 
to demand from applicants. That in 
turn protects institutions with lower 
levels of demand, which fill their 
places with students who cannot getto 
theirfirst-choiceinstitution. . . Another 
issueis unmet demand from the grow- 
ing number of prospective students 
unable to find places at any higher 
educationinstitution. 

Manycollegesdidraisetheirtuition 
fees to the maximum, and most stu- 
dentswerepredictablyupset.Butthose 
fees enabled the government to relax 
its restrictions on student numbers at 
colleges funded by the Higher Edu- 
cation Funding Council for England. 
Thecapincreasedby30,000studentsin 
2014-15, and as of 20 15-16, colleges 
willbefreetorecruitasmany students 
astheywant.Thegovernmentestimates 
thattherewillbe60,000moreeitrants 
peryear. 

Finally, rules that dictate how public 
collegesmayspendtheirmoneywillfur- 
ther constrain colleges ’ ability to inno- 
vate and adapt .And as student s flockto 
thefreepublicoption,privateproviders 
willhave ahardertime competing, fur- 
ther reducing the public sector ’ s incen- 
tivetochange. 

American higher education is un 
doubtedly in need of reform . B ut in re- 
forming it, we must be careful not to 
discarditsstrengths .Oursy stem’ shistory 
ofexpansionandinnovationisafunction 
ofthemarket-basedpoliciesthatgovern 
it. Scrapping those policies would be a 
costlymistake. NR 






Backto 

Basics 

The resurgence of 
classical education 

BY JOHN J. MILLER 



an Scoggin once thought 
that he would spend his 
career teaching college stu- 
dentsabout Victoriannovels. 
This was back when he was pursuing 
his Ph.D. in English literature. After 
takingaj obatTempePrepinArizonain 
1998, however, he realized that higher 
learning can occur at lower levels. 
“Students who are just 13 or 14 years 
oldaredeeplyphilosophical, searching 
formeaningintheirlives,”hesays.“It 
occurred to me that they could benefit 
from the kind of classical education I 
received in graduate school. They’re 
nottooy oungforit — they ’ reinfactjust 
therightage.” 

Today, Scogginstandsatthevanguard 
ofasmallre volutioninK- 1 2education : 
the rise of modern clas sical academies . 
These schools and their leaders reject 
much of what has pas sed for educ ation 
overthelastcenturyandseektorestore 
traditional approaches that focus on the 
Great Books and the liberal arts. “We 
want to create renaissance men and 
womenwhohavenoblecharactersanda 
senseofpurposethat’slargerthanthem- 
selves,”saysScoggin. 

About a dozen years ago, Scoggin 
co-founded Great Hearts Academies, 
whichopeneditsfirstschoolinaleased 
church.Nowitoperates25publicchar- 
ter schools in Arizona and Texas. Five 
of them are brand-new this fall. Al- 
together, they enroll 13,000 students. 
Another 1 3 ,000 are on waiting lists to 
getin. “ We ’ rereadytogoongro wing ,” 
say s Jay Heiler, the chairman of Great 
Hearts . “We see ample green fields in 
frontofus.” 

No other set of schools provides a 
classical education to more students 
than Great Hearts, but its network is 
justonepieceofadiverseanddisorga- 
nized movement that keeps getting 




bigger. Some, like Great Hearts, are 
publiccharterschoolsandthereforesec- 
ular. Others are private and Christian. 
Christopher Perrin, of Classical Aca 
demic Press, a Pennsylvania publish- 
ing house, estimates that classical 
academies in the United States may 
total as many as 500. Home-schooled 
childrenwhoreceiveaclassicaleduca- 
tion may outnumber their conventional 
peersbyafactoroften.“Almostnoneof 
thisexistedagenerationago,”hesays. 
Their success is an expression of deep 
dissatisfaction with the progressive 
methods andgoals thathave dominated 
American schools for a century — and, 
for conservatives, one of the most 
heartening developments in the field 
ofeducation. 

Every movement needs its creation 
story, and the new wave of classical 
schoolsiscommonlysaidtohavestarted 
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inMoscow, Idaho, attheLogosSchool, 
founded by Douglas Wilson. The ker- 
neloftheideaforitcametohimfrom 
reading, of all things, N ational Re- 
view. ‘Tntheearly 1970s, Iwasin the 
Navy,” he says. “I was also a sub- 
scriber.” He came across an essay by 
Dorothy L. Sayers titled “The Lost 
Tools of Learning.” Originally pub- 
lished in 1947 but reprinted in the 
magazine, itcalledforrejectingnew- 
fangledformsofeducationinfavorof 
olderwaysthatfocusedonthe“trivi- 
um” — i.e., grammar, logic, andrhet 
oric. Sayers — best known for her 
crime novels but also a translator of 
Dante — haddoubtsaboutherproposal: 
“Itisinthehighestdegreeimprobable 
thatthereformslproposewilleverbe 
carriedintoeffect,” she wrote. Wilson 
ignored her pessimism. “Her essay 
went into the bookshelf in my mind,” 
hesays. 

Severalyearslater,asWilson’schil- 
drennearedschoolage,heandhiswife 
began to have misgivings about the 
optionsintheirarea.“Wecouldn’tsee 
handingourdaughterovertosomeone 
we didn’t know,” he sa ys. “We were 
afraid she’d receive a secular and 
superficial education.” Sohemetwitha 
fewotherparents.Theyhatchedtheidea 
ofstartingtheirownschool Around this 
time, Wilson remembered the Sayers 
essay. He tracked it down in the Uni- 
versity of Idaho’s library. It offered a 
wayforward. 

When the Logos School opened in 
1981 ,ithadl 8studentsandthemission 
ofprovidingthemwith“aclassicaland 
Christ-centered education.” Two years 
later, 120 students attended Logos. 
“That’s when we really took off,” says 
Wilson, who is now a full-time pastor 
but remains the school’s board chair- 
man.Logosoutgrewtheroomsitrented 
inachurchbasementandboughtanold 
rollerrink,takingitsbig,openspaceand 
framinginclassroomsovertime. 

“Wehavetriedtogivestudentsarig- 
orous education, so thatt hey graduate 
with a map of human history in their 
heads,” says Wilson. They read the 
Great Books, including the Bible and 
Darwin’s On the Origin of Species . 
“Wedon’tpropagandize,”saysWilson. 
“Our students read the best that has 
beenthoughtandsaidandengagewith 
itina worthy way.” 



As Logos students aced their stan- 
dardized tests , thrived in debate com- 
petitions, and matriculated to top 
colleges, pe oplebegantonotice.They 
wrote letters to Wilson, visited Idaho, 
and started their own schools, many 
basedontheLogoscurriculumthough 
often with their own variations. In 
1990,WilsonstartedtheAssociationof 
Classical Christian Schools (ACCS). 
Today, its ranks include Logos and 
more than 230 other private schools 
that serve about 44,000 students. As 
the popularity of home- schooling also 
grew, many pa rents adopted classical 



approaches . A small industry of text- 
bookandcurriculumpublishersbegan 
toservethisemergingmarket. 

“Parents are pulling their kids out of 
schoolsthatdon’tfocusenoughonbasic 
skills and in which students receive a 
disorganized scattershot of information 
withoutreallymasteringanything,”says 
Susan Wise B auer, a popular writer in 
thefieldwhosePeaceHillPresshas sold 
morethanamillioncop iesofitsbookson 
historyandliterature.“Classicaleducation 
is different. It provides an overall struc- 
ture — you ’ re not dining at abuffet but 
atawell-designedseven-coursemeal.” 
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The number seven is important, as it 
alludes to the trivium that Sayers advo- 
cated as well as the “quadrivium” of 
arithmetic, geometry, music, and as- 
tronomy. Today’s classical educators 
stress that their goal is not merely to 
dust off an antiquated style of educa- 
tion, but to find new ways to apply 
tried-and-true approaches that have 
fallen so far out of fashion that they’ve 
all but disappeared from mainstream 
education. In her essay, Sayers noted 
the importance of defining the terms of 
any conversation or debate — and “clas- 
sical” may be a bit of a misnomer, hark- 
ing back to the vanished glories of 
Greece and Rome and perhaps even 
conjuring up the image of headmasters 
who wear black gowns to class and 



teacher becomes “not a sage on the 
stage but a guide on the side” — a 
mantra that has become a kind of 
orthodoxy in today’s education col- 
leges. “The parents who choose a clas- 
sical education are tired of the endless 
cycle of reforms that don’t reform,” 
says Perrin. “They want to get off the 
carnival ride.” 

Even among parents who sympa- 
thize with the goals of classical 
schools, Dewey’s influence remains 
strong: Is a classical education relevant 
in the 21st century? A large majority of 
classical schools, after all, require 
several years of Latin — a “dead lan- 
guage,” as every Latin teacher con- 
stantly hears. The teachers have their 
retorts: Learning Latin may be the best 



it, and that we can communicate it — 
or not?” asks Andrew Kern of the 
Circe Institute, a provider of classical- 
education resources. “That’s the funda- 
mental distinction between classical 
and conventional.” 

Although private Christian schools 
sparked the revival of classical acade- 
mies, the biggest area for growth lies in 
public schools, in states with favorable 
charter-school laws. It’s no coinci- 
dence that Great Hearts began in 
Arizona, which has made public- 
charter startups as easy as anywhere in 
the country. The Barney Initiative of 
Hillsdale College (where I teach) has 
built the country’s second-largest net- 
work of public classical schools, with a 
total enrollment of about 6,000 stu- 



Even among parents who sympathize with the goals of 
classical schools, Dewey’s influence remains strong: 
Is a classical education relevant in the 21st century? 



never crack a smile. Sayers called her 
approach “medieval,” which unfortu- 
nately now passes as a synonym for 
“unenlightened” and makes people 
think of torture racks. Bauer suggests 
adopting the word “neoclassical,” 
though this also evokes certain associa- 
tions. It might be fitting just to call the 
academies “American” because they 
offer something similar to the type of 
education John Adams, Thomas Jeffer- 
son, and so many others received for 
such a long time. 

“Before 1900, nobody had anything 
but this kind of education,” says David 
Goodwin, president of the ACCS. 
Then came John Dewey and the pro- 
gressives, who thought that America’s 
public schools should serve more expli- 
citly utilitarian purposes. “Dewey want- 
ed to change the culture through the 
schools and create a population that 
could sustain an egalitarian democracy,” 
says Martin Cothran, whose Memoria 
Press is a leading publisher in the classi- 
cal market. “This made education serve 
a political goal, and in time it morphed 
into multiculturalism and political 
correctness.” Other approaches also 
took hold, such as “child-centered 
learning,” in which lesson plans re- 
volve around student interests and the 



way to an understanding of English 
grammar, it disciplines the mind, it 
boosts test scores, it allows direct access 
to centuries of wisdom, it’s worth know- 
ing for its own sake, and so on. “Latin 
isn’t dead,” jokes Tracy Lee Simmons, 
author of ClimtingParnassus. “It’s just 
no longer mortal.” Whatever else it 
does, a rudimentary knowledge of 
Latin will help prevent the embarrass- 
ment of mistranslating the American 
motto e pluribus unum — a blunder 
committed by A1 Gore in 1994, when 
he was vice president. He said it meant 
“Many out of one” rather than “One 
out of many.” 

Yet Latin is only a single aspect of a 
classical education, and questioning 
the usefulness of the whole program is 
a little silly. When did it become old- 
fashioned to reason well? Or to speak 
and write persuasively? Or to under- 
stand the physical laws of the universe? 
These are some of the main concerns 
of the trivium and quadrivium, and 
they sit at the center of every classical 
school’s purpose. Moreover, these 
schools commit themselves to Western 
civilization and culture as well as to 
the deliberate cultivation of good char- 
acter. “Do you believe that there is 
such a thing as truth, that we can know 



dents in seven states, spread across 13 
schools. One of them is the Savannah 
Classical Academy in Georgia, a 
majority-black school that occupies a 
building where Supreme Court justice 
Clarence Thomas attended class as a 
boy in the 1960s, when it housed a 
Catholic school. An unstated purpose 
of the school is to show that classical 
education is for everybody, not just 
white kids with parents who can afford 
the tuition. 

Another goal of the movement is to 
show that the best teachers often aren’t 
the ones who majored in education and 
received government licenses, but rather 
those who majored in the subjects they 
teach — e.g., history teachers who took 
courses on history rather than those who 
overdosed on pedagogical theories. 
Leaders of the charter- school movement 
say that the freedom to hire teachers 
who haven’t received state certification 
is essential to their success. 

In her famous essay, Sayers accused 
modern schools of failing students in 
the most fundamental of ways: “They 
learn everything, except the art of 
learning.” Lor classical academies, fix- 
ing this problem is an urgent priority. 
Call it their sine qua non. 

Whatever that means. NR 
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School 

Reformata 

Crossroads 

The Left— Right coalition is 
coming apart 

BY FREDERICK M. HESS 

S chool reform is at a cross- 
roads. One needed only to 
watch Jeb Bush respond to 
two questions in August’s 
first Republican debate to see why the 
rdorm movement ’ s bipartisan consen- 
susiscomingapartafterthreedecades. 
Asked about the Common Core, Bush 
said, “F mfor higher standards ’’but “I 
don’t believe the federal government 
shouldbeinvolvedin [their] creation.” 
Adecade ago, Bush’s answer would 
have sounded matter-of-fact. Yet after 
sixlongyearsoftheObamaadministra- 
tion’s pressuring states to adopt the 
Common Core — an effort for which 
Bushoncesaidthepresident“deserve[d] 
credit” — his stance sounded to some 
like Clintonsque hair-splitting more 
thanastatementofprinciple.Abitlater 
in the debate, Bush was asked about 
havingbeenaboardmemberofMichael 
Bloomberg’s foundation as it donated 
millions to Planned Parenhood. Bush 
respondedthathehadbeenunawareof 
the donations, and that he had served 
“because of Mike Bloonberg’s commit- 
ment to meaningful education reform 
Bush’s education bpartisaiEhip left 
him fumbling to explain his previous 
supportforatroublingexpansionofthe 
federalroleinschoolsandhis willing- 
ness to lend his name to Bloomberg’s 
far-from-conservative-mindedphilan- 
thropicgiving. 

This would be noteworthy even if it 
concernedonlyBush,thecaptainofthe 
Republican school-reform team. But it 
speakstoalargerissue :TheLeftandthe 
Right are growing apart on education, 
andconservati ve schoolreformers such 
asBushhavegrownusedtoaccommo- 

Mr. Hess is the director of education-policy studies at 
the American Enterprise Institute. 



datingtheirincreasinglyassertiveliberal 
allies . The challenge is especially stark 
becauseconservativesconstituteatiny 
minorityintheworldofschoolreform. 
Theschool-reformmovementhasbeen 
markedbybipartisancomityinrecent 
decades, as its adherents left and right 
have set aside their broader social 
agendas to make common c aus e . C on 
servdives embraced education as the 
founddion of an opportunity society 
and a path to eventually shrinking the 
welfare state. Liberals approached 
schooling as a way to addres s poverty. 
For the partnership to work, conserva- 
tivereformersmadeseveralkeyconces- 
sions:Theyacceptedamassiveincrease 
in federal authority, an expansion of 
race-conscious accountability systems, 
and a prohibition on talk of parental 
responsibility andthevirtuesofthetra- 
ditionalfamily.Liberalreformersdidn’t 
have to bend quite so far: They mostly 
toneddowntheirdemandsfornewpub- 
licprogramsandtookcarenottoaccuse 
theirconservativealliesofbigotry. 

Thisleftmuchonwhichthetwosides 
couldagree,includingsupportforcharter 
schools, state-based accountability sys- 
tems, better research and data on per- 
formance, mayoral control of big-city 
schools, revamping teacher training in 
schoolsofeducation,overhaulingteacher 
tenure, andlinkingteacherpaytojobper- 
formance. (Conspicuously absent from 
the list, of course, are school vouchers 
and legislation to reduce the import of 
public-sectorcollectivebargaining.) 

The school-reform coalition featured 
organizationssuchasBush’sFoundation 
for Educational Excellence on the right, 
the Education Trust and Democrats for 
EducationReformontheleft,andTeach 
foiAmericaandStandforChildreninthe 
ostensibly nonpartisan middle. These 
groupsacceptedcompromisesandtrade- 
offs as the price of cooperation, while 
their feistier counterparts aggressively 
advocated vouchers (on the right) and 
more school spending and smaller class 
size(ontheleft). 

Two things have changed the circum- 
stancesofthislong-runningpartnership. 

First, liberal school reformers have 
simplychangedtheirmindsonthebipar- 
tisanalliance’sterms.Theyhavedecided 
that it’s amistake to separate education 
from the Left’s broader economic and 
socialagenda.Moreandmore,theysug- 
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gest that a school reformer’s stances on 
immigration, gay marriage, transgender 
bathroom access, andurbanpolicingare 
the measure of his seriousness. Even 
“nonpartisan” school-reform groups 
nowpresumethatanycrediblereformer 
supports the DREAM Act, cheered the 
bergef ell gay-marriage decision, and 
regards Michael Brown and Freddie 
Gray as martyrs to police racism. As 
Brittany Packnett, executive director of 
TeachforAmerica(TFA) St. Louis and 
winner of TFA’s annual Peter Jennings 
AwardfoiCivicLeadership,wroteforthe 
TFAblog: “Education didn’t save Mike 
Brown. Racism killed him. . . . [Edu 
cation reformers must] engage in the 
hard work of active anti-racism, con- 
fronting our own biases and ensuring 
that we dismantle deadly systems of 
racialdominanceandoppression.” 

Second, with the onset of the Obama 
administration, liberalsdecidedthatitwas 
timetorevisitthescopeofthefederalgov- 
emment’sroleineducation.In200 1 con- 
servatives lined up behind a Republican 
president to pass the No Child Left 
Behind(NCLB)Act — withitsgiantboost 
inspending, itsma ssiveexpansionofthe 
federal role in state and local education 
systems, and its accountability regime 
thatsegmentsstudentsintodistinctracial 
groups andthenholds schools responsi- 
blefortheperformanceof each — having 

been assured that newfound federal 
authoritywaslimitedandwouldbecon- 
strained by the conventional norms of 
American governance. Treating NCLB 
asanopeninvitationtopushthest atesfar- 
ther, however, Obama began pressuring 
themtoadopttheCommon Core, federal 
“school- turnaround” strategies, andpar- 
ticular models of teacher evaluation in 
order to qualify for federal funds viahis 
RacetotheTopprogram.Later, Obama’s 
administrationissuedstateswaiversfrom 
NCLB — on the condition that they sign 
ontohiseducationagenda. 

Whatpromptedtheseshifts ?Liberals 
flocked to educa tion reform as safe 
ground in the 1980s, when southern 
governorssuchasBillClintonandJim 
Hunt sought to rehabilitate the Demo 
cratic brand while fleeing the social 
and political wreckage of the Great 
Society .AsSixties-erasocialprograms 
fell out of favor, savvy advocates 
worked to repackage them. Programs 
seen as serving anunsympathetic pop- 



ulation^. g., unemployedandwelfare- 
dependent adults) were now sold as 
providingassistancetoamorepitiable 
one (e . g . , children in the care of those 
adults).Theparadigmoftheseactivists 
was attorney Marian Wright Edelman, 
whorebrandedheradvocacygroupthe 
“Children’s Defense Fund.” As Edel- 
man frankly explained: “The country 
was tired of the Sixties. When you 
talked aboutpoorpeople orblackpeo- 
ple, you faced a shrinking audience. I 
got the idea that children might be a 
very effective waytobroadenthebase 
forchange.”Educationfiguredlargein 
thisstrategy,offeringfertilegroundfor 
Left-Rightcooperation . 

Today, intheageofObama,theLeft 
feels les s inclined to employ such strat- 
agems. “Real”reform, liberalsno wsug- 
gest, requires big increases in public 
spending, fastidious attention to “white 
privilege,” and new federal pre-K and 
community-college programs, among 
other things . The Left’s conflation of 
school reform, race politics, and pro- 
gressive economics posesastarkchoice 
for school-reform conservatives : They 
caneitherdotheirbesttoshufflealong, 
ortheycanchooseanotherpath. 

Meanwhile, right-of-centereducation 
reformers have been loath to recognize 
thattheLefthaschangedtherules.They 
heldtheirtongueswhenerst whileliberal 
allies backed teachers’ unions against 
ScottWalker.They’veendorsedObama’s 
lawless freelancing because they like 
certain of his policies, and they re 
mained quiescent ashepushedforracial 
quotas in school discipline, sought to 
shutteraD.C.scholarshipprogram,and 
sued to shut down Louisiana’ s voucher 
program. They ’ ve showered praise on 
Secretary of Education Arne Duncan — 
whohasdism issedCommonCorecritics 
as an uninformed “fringe” and con 
servati ve concerns about federal pre- K 
funding as “economically foolish,” 
“morallyindefensible,”andtantamount 
to “education malpractice.’Andthey’ve 
nodded along while liberals have cast 
congressionalRepublicanstryingtorein 
inNCLB as racists seeking to “retreat” 
tothedaysofOrvalFaubus. 

Infinding anew andbetter way, con- 
servative educationreformersshouldbe 
guidedby fourprinciples . 

First, cede nothing to the Left on 
education. Conservatives should stop 



actingasiftheywereplayingonsome- 
one else ’ s turf .After all , one c an ’ t talk 
crediblyaboutearnedsuccess, personal 
responsibility, or opportunity without 
talking about education. This should 
makeschoolreformanaturalissuefor 
conservatives.Whileliberalsarecham- 
pioningmorebureaucracy,racialgriev- 
ance, and public spending, reformers 
on the right can and should talk about 
empowering famil ies with innovative 
solutions that improve performance 
andcutcosts. 

Second, stop appeasing liberals on 
questionsofValues.WhentheLeftinsists 
thatschoolreformrequiresendorsingits 
viewsonpolicing,transgenderissues,or 
immigration, conservatives should stop 
swallowing their obj ections or bashfully 
shakingtheirheads .Ifthatmeanspassing 
onaboardseat,agrant,oranotherwise 
fruitful colla boration, then so be it. 
Bipartisarship on one party ’s terms is 
hardly worththename . 

Third, continue to make the com- 
pelling argument that the crucial obsta- 
cles to improvement are the monopolies 
andcartelsthatdominateAmericanedu- 
cation. This means embracing charter 
schools, vouchers, online learning, and 
education-savingsaccounts,andworking 
to dial back the scope of public-sector 
collectiveba rgaining. 

Fourth, no more well-meaning com- 
promises on Washington’s role. Re 
publicansinCongressseemtohavetaken 
thislessontoheartalready.Thebeststrate- 
gies for improving education emanate 
from states and communities, in accord 
with our federalist system. Why? Be 
cause schools are complex, human 
organizationsthatexistindiversecom- 
munities with vastly different dynamics 
and needs . The m ost effective reforms 
aredesignedonthegroundandinstituted 
by teachers and administrators with a 
personalstakeintheresults . 

Bipartisanshipisgoodwhenitdoes 
not involve compromising one ’ s com- 
mitments. And education policy will 
remain an area where people of good 
will on both sides of the ideological 
dividecanfindmuchcommonground. 
Butboth sides have to wantto find it. 
Conservative reforme rs should think 
of the best solutions they can and 
advocate them with consistency and 
principle — with or without their old 
liberal allies. NR 
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battlesnownearinganend, 
the courts may yet redeem 
Bush’s long-held reputa- 
tionas achampionof con- 
servativeeducationreform. 

The founding father of 
the modern school-choice 
movenent — andJebBush’s 
“hero” — is Milton Fried 
manPriedmanundentood 
thatthepublic-schoolmo- 
nopoly had little iiceitive 
to serve its customers (stu- 
dents and parents) and 
every incentive to serve 
and ad/ance the interests 
of the government that 
funded it. The solution 
was simple in conceptbut 
difficultinexecution :Intr o 
duce competition, mainly 
through “vouchers” that 
would alio wparents to use 
publicfundstopayprivate- 
school tuition. As Fried- 
man noted, “you cannot 
make a monopolistic sup- 




plierofaservicepaymuchattentionto 
its customers’ wants. . . . The only 
solution is to break the monopoly, 
introduce competition and give the 
customer s alternatives . ” 

Bush was an early, enthusiastic pro- 
ponent of school choice and cam- 
paigned for it aggressively in his first, 
failed gubernatorial run in 1994. 
Undeterred by his defeat, he cam- 
paignedonvouchersagaininl 99 8 ,and 
soon after his election began imple- 
menting a series of landmark school- 
choice programs. Key bills passed in 
1999, 2000, and2001 awarded vouch- 
ers or tax-credit scholarships to stu- 
dents atfailing schools, special-needs 
students, and students from low- 
income families . B y 2005 , the school- 
choiceprogramincludedpre-Kf amities, 
who became eligible for vouchers to 
attendprivatepreschools . 

As Bush recently explained to me, 
heaimedtoachievelarge-scalechoice 
as early as possible. “Scale was key,” 
hesays.Themorepeoplewhobenefited 
fromschoolchoice,theharderitwould 
beforopponentstorepealorotherwise 



eliminate the programs . In other words , 
thefamedliberal“one-wayratchet” — by 
whichgo vemmentprograms ,onceimple- 
mented, are difficult to repeal because 
the public comes to depend on them — 
wouldnowbeappliedinaconservative 
way to increase competition, choice, 
andthepowerofparentsandstudents. 

The strategy worked. A group of 
parents — supported by a broad leftist 
coalition — quicklyfiledsuit,buttheir 
complaint challenged only the first 
and smallest of the Bush plan’s pro- 
grams, the Opportunity Scholarship, 
whichatfirstservedonlyafewdozen 
students fleeing failing schools. The 
plaintiff sclaimedthatthescholarships 
violated two sections of the Florida 
constitution: the state’s odious, anti- 
Catholic “Blaine Amendment,” which 
prohibits the use of state funds atreli- 
gious schools , and a provision stating 
that“adequateprovisionshallbemade 
by law for a uniform, efficient, safe, 
secure andhighquality sy stemof free 
publicschools.” 

Even as the Bush administration 
foughtfortheOpportunityScholaiships, 
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I f theyplayedwordassociationwith 
“Jeb Bush” and “education,” many 
conservatives would immediately 
respond “Common Core” — refer- 
ringtoBush’srecentandunpopularsup- 
port for the controversial and 
heavy-handed federal education stan- 
dards . There was a time, however, when 
conservatives would have responded 
with “school choice.”Andthankstothe 



Floridacourts ,thattimemaycomeagain. 

ItisforgottenthatBushinvestedenor- 
mous political capital in, and staked 
muchofhisreputationon,anaggressive 
plan to introduce competition to 
Florida’s public- school monopoly. For 
a decade, the nation’s 
largest school-choice pro- 
gram has been enbroiled 
incourtbattles .Withthose 
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it pushed forward with additional 
school-choice programs, important 
among them the Florida Tax Credit 
Scholarship. Under this program, cor- 
porationsreceiveadollar-for-dollartax 
credit for donations that fund scholar- 
shipstoprivateschools . 

Florida is not the only state to have 
implemented a tax-credit scholarship 
program, but it’soneofthefewtohave 
done so on a significant scale. The pro- 
gramnow funds 77,090 students inpri- 
vate schools. The vast majority — 68 
percent — areLatinooiAfricanAmercan, 
and most — 5 8 percent — live in single- 
adult households. The average house- 
hold income of scholarship recipients is 
just7percentabovethepovertyline.In 
otherwords,theprogrambenefits those 
students who are most likel y to suffer 
from the achievement gaps that mar 
muchofAmericanpubliceducation. 

In 2006, the leftist, teachers’ -union- 
backedcoalitionwonitslawsuit,andthe 
liberal-dominated Florida supreme court 
struckdowntheOpportunityScholarship. 
Thecourtheldthattheprogram 

divertspublic dollars into separate pri- 
vatesystemsparalleltoandincompeti- 
tionwiththefreepublicschoolsthatare 
the sol e means set out in the Con- 
stitution for the state toprovideforthe 
educationofFlorida’schildren....This 
diversion not only reduces money 
available to the free schools, but also 
fundsprivateschoolsthatarenot“uni- 
form” when compared with each other 
orthepublicsystem. 

But despite the ruling, Florida’s 
school-choice program — including 
private-school choice — continued to 
grow. Because Florida had launched 
multiple, distinctprograms,acourtrul- 
ingononeprogramcouldnotkillthem 
all. Bush’s multi-front strategy kept 
school choice alive. By 2014, more 
than 200,000 Florida students were 
attending private schools — many of 
themreligious privateschools — through 
tax-credit scholarships, the McKay 
Scholarship for special-needs students, 
andFlorida’spre-Kprogram. 

Asmoreandmorefamiliesbenef ited, 
Florida’s teachers’ unions approached 
the point of no return . The facts on the 
ground, combined with the potential 
shifting of the Florida supreme court’ s 
composition, meant that the teachers ’ 



unions and their allies had to strike at 
once.AsBushsays/Thereisnokum- 
bay ahwithteachers ’unions 

So last year the Florida Education 
Association (FEA) sued, challenging 
the tax-credit scholarship program. It 
wasanoddchoiceoftarget.Beginning 
with the United States Supreme 
Court’s ruling in Arizona Christian 
School Tuition Organizationv. Winn 
(2011) and continuing through state 
supreme-court rulings in Alabama and 
New Hampshire, courts haveregularly 
ujheldtax-creditplans.FortheFlorida 
EducationAssociationtowin,itwould 
have had to overcome considerable 
legalprecedent. 

On May 1 8 of this year, a Florida 
trial court tossed out the lawsuit. Yet 
even before the ruling, there was evi- 
dence that the union and its allies had 
gonetoofarpolitically African- Amercan 
pastors,whosawthe programs ’positive 
effects, mobilized in opposition to the 
NAACP, which opposed the program, 
while in his tough reelection bid 
Florida governor Rick Scott doubled 
his share of the black vote — from an 
abysmal 6 percent in 20 1 0 to a still- 
modest but electorally significant 1 2 
percentin20 1 4 — byadvocatingschool 
choice. Inrawnumbers,hisincreasein 
the black vote accounted for about 
61 ,000oftheroughly 66 ,000 votes that 

made up his margin of victory. Yet the 
FEA was undeterred. On the very day 
thatBushannouncedhiscandidacyfor 
president, the union announced its in 
tentiontoappealthetrialcourt’sruling 
and continue its legal campaign to 
destroyschoolchoiceinFlorida. 

Bush, though, is confident that his 
reforms will stand. The programs are 
simplytooimportanttotoomanyfam- 
ilies to go quietl y. Public schools in 
low-income neighborhoods would be 
overwhelmedby the influx of students 
from private schools, and costs would 
rise considerably. “People wouldbein 
the streets,” he says — marching for 
theirkids. 

In Florida, Bush applied the adage 
“Go big or go home,” pitting large- 
scale school choice against the educa- 
tional establishment. If choice wins in 
Florida, it may well be because, 16 
years ag o, a governor and his team 
designedaprogramthatwastoopopu- 
lartofail. NR 
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Athwart 



BY JAMES LILEKS 



Gruel, Britannia 



S tory from the Telegraph: “Meat should be 
treatedliketobaccowithapubliccampaignto 
stop people eating it, Jeremy Corbyn’s new 
vegan shadow farming minister Kerry Mc- 
Carthy has suggested.” 

“Shadow’’isnot,inthiscontext,awayofdescribing 
someonesomalnourishedthatheappearstobeablack 
outline on the ground. It’s a British term for someone 
who would have a government position if the voters 
wanted him to have it. Of course a vegan would want 
everyone else to follow her personal preferences; it’s 
not just a diet, it’s a moral viewpoint that refuses to 
masticate anything from anything that can feel pain, 
fromthelowliestfishtoaJebBushpollster.Itisanoble 
rejection of the fierce, bloody, cruel ways of nature — 
whichistotallyawesomeinallotherwaysandmustbe 
respected, mind you, and if animals eat other animals , 
it’sbecausethey’re, well, animals, and we can’t judge 
theirculture. 

More from shadowy minister: “In an interview with 
Uva//z/e,amagazineforvegans,sheadmittedshewasa‘mil- 
itant’wheniteametoclampingdownonmeatconsumption.” 
“Mihtant”usuallymeansoneoftwothings : (a) willing 
touseforcetomakeothers comply, or (b) chaining one- 
self to the dairy case at the supermarket and shouting 
murderer ! at old ladies who came to buy some eggs . 
Really :Apro-chickengroupwhosenameFve forgotten, 
mostly becauseIdonotgiveacluck,putoutsome You 
TubevideosinwhichtheybargedintoaChipotleandtold 
a sad story about a murdered little girl, who was also a 
chicken. She just wanted to live . I am not in favor of 
killinganimalsforsport,asithappens,butwhenitcomes 
toanicepieceofchickenwithsomemayoandperhapsa 
dash of Sriracha, that’s not morally indistinguishable 
fromaTalibanbrigadethatblowsupagirls’school. 

IflwereabettingmanJ’dwagerthatsomeonewhoweeps 
forthesquanderedyouthofabirdandrailsatstrangersabout 
themoralhorrorofindustrialfowl-decapitationfacilitiesis 
also unmoved by Planned Parenthood’s selling infant 
fragments for experimentation, because the PETAphiles 
are all Scrooges at heart whenitcomes to humans : Best 
they dieoff anddecreasethesurpluspopulation. Particu- 
larly if they’re born in the West, where some stupid 
woman will drive them around in a vehicle that emits 
planet-killingfumes.IfthekidisborninCuba,thatmight 
beokay . B utonly af e w. 

Tocontinue:“Ireallybelievethatmeatshouldbetreated 
in exactly the same way as tobacco,” McCarthy said, 
“withpubhccampaignstostoppeopleeatingit.”Those 
campaignshavebeenquiteeffective;almostnooneeats 
tobacco anymore. Perhaps she also means that the state 
shouldlevyheavytaxesonmeatsothatpeoplearegently 

Mr. Lileks blogs at www.lileks.com. 



guidedtowardadailybowlofmushedlentils, consumed 
in damp gray communal halls where the telescreens 
drone on about the increase in the choco-rations . Until 
it’sbanned. 

That’s the goal. “Progress on animal welfare is being 
madeatEUlevel,”shesaid,“butintheenditcomesdown 
to no t eating meat or dairy. ’ ’ From the s ame people who 
believe arat is morally indistinguishable from achild, a 
newcompellingargumentdesignedtogatherthemasses 
totheirside:Apieceofcheeseisacigarette. 

IfyoupointoutthateatingmeatispartofBritishcul- 
ture, well, that just proves why it has to go, doesn’t it? 

There ’ s nothing less compelling than one ’ s own culture, 
withallitstiredfamiliartraditions .B asically,Dadlikedhis 
roastbeef,that’stheproblem.DulloldDad.Wholaughed 
wheny ou came home withy our hair purple . That ’ s when 
youwentvegan,wasn’tit?Justcurious. 

WhatoftheothermembersofEngland’srichtapestry? 
Wouldn’t it be cultural imperialism to close down the 
halal butchers who serve the Muslim community? 
Probably so .B esttomakeanexception.Wouldn ’ twantto 
bebigots . Youkno wwho ’ sbigoted?People whosay they 
wouldn’ t approve of a Muslim pope . I mean, it ’ s all the 
same book. What’s the bloody problem? They’re the 
bloodyproblem. 

Later, sheclarifiedwiththeusualwindytwaddle:“There 
willbedifferentviewpoints,therewillbeviolentdisagree- 
ments, but it’s about trying to listen to the evidence, 
approachthingswithanopenmind — andlamverymuch 
preparedtodothat.” 

Uh-huh.Ifthere’sanythingweknowaboutpeoplewho 
believe they stand atop the moral high ground with the 
banner of Truth in one hand and of S cience in the other 
andwanttotakeawayfreedomandchoiceinthenameof 
some amorphous wonderful Glory — in this case, a plate 
ofmashedblackbeans — it’sthatthey’reopen-mindedand 
prepared to listen. Well, here’s a thought. Some smokers 
haveswitchedtovaping,acigarettesubstitutethattrades 
horrible smoke for nicotine-infused water vapor. Cities 
are attempting to regulate or ban it, because it seems to 
destigmatize inhaling gas from a narrow tube. And we 
can’thavethat. 

So.Tofuisoftensubstitutedformeat.Ifvapingisbad 
because it reminds people of smoking, then tofu must 
alsobecastigatedinpublic-relationscampaignsbecause 
itremindspeopleofmeat,andmeatiskillingtheplanet. 

Some militant vegans see the Golden Arches of Mc- 
Donald’sandavoicescreamsintheirhead: Miamiwillbe 

underwater in 16 years! In previous eras, people thus 
afflicted were smearing applesauce on the walls of 
their asylum cell; now they are appointed to govern- 
mentagencies. 

Thisishowtheworldends:notwithabelch,butwiththe 
flatulenceofthelegumeenthusiast. NR 
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TO ALL THE 
MEMBERS OF CELL 
BLOCK H: 

Greetings! 

Although I’ m a recent arrival 
here at the Sybil Brand Women’ s 
FederalCorrectionalInstitution,I 
like to think that I ’ ve settled in 
and made some great and lasting 
friendships. If anyofyouhaven’t 
yet had a chance to stop by my 
celkosay“Hi’’andgetacompli- 
mentary hair-braiding, pleasedo ! 
I’d love to take that moment to 
visitwithyouandgetachanceto 
listen to your thoughts and con- 
cernsaboutthewayCellBlockH 
isbeinggoverned. 

Because? llbehonestwithyou: 

I think we deserve better. I think 
the women of Cell Block H de 
serve someone on the Inmate- 
Officer Council who hears their 
voices, who feels their concerns, 
and whohas spentalifetimerep- 
resentingthepowerless. 

I mean, do we like these itchy 
bluejumpsuits? !Dowe? Ilsureas 
heckdon’t!! 

From Arkansas, to the White 
House , to the S enate , to the S tate 
Department, wherelbrokebarri- 
ers and had the distinction of 
beingthefirstfemalesecretaryof 
statewhowasborninthiscountry 
and was white — it’s all brought 
me here, to this moment, to Cell 
Block H at the Sybil Brand 
Women’s Federal Correctional 
Institution. 

I ’ m running to be your repre- 
sentative to the Inmate-Officer 
Council ! And I’m excited about 
the challenges ahead! Together, 
wecanmakeadifference ! 



Despite my opponent’s attempt 
to discredit me with negative 
campaigning and mudslinging — 
and I ’ m not going to dignify her 
smears by repeating them, but I 
willsay, unequivocally, thatthisis 
100 percent my “weave” and I 
will cut any ho who says other- 
wise — I want to stay upbeat and 
positive. 

But allow me to say, since 
we ’ re on the subj ect of my oppo- 
nent, that it’s interesting that 
she’s suddenly attacking me for 
whatareperfectlylegalandtotally 
allowed fundraising tools — each 
candidate is entitled to collect 
loose cigarettes from donors 
without disclosing the individual 
donor’s gang affiliation — in an 
effort to deflect attention from 
her own difficulties with the 
Latina Hellfire Hos on Level 2 
who found some of her recent 
remarksoffensive. 

I’ ve reached out to the Latina 
Hellfire Hos. On my Listening 
TourofLevel2,Iheardtheircon- 
cernsloudandclear,untilthewar- 
denandsomeofthebullscameto 
rescueme. 

But it was agoodexperience. I 
don ’ t regret it . And I don ’ t regret 
mybriefthreedaysteachingman- 
icures and pedicures against my 
will to the Nubian Kweens on 
Level 4. Did I enjoy it? Not at 
first, no. Did I learn something? 
Yes. 

And that’s what a Listening 
Tourisallabout. 

And that’s what my campaign 
isallabout .F mtryingtobringus 
all together here. The Hoochies 
and the Trap Queens and the 
Straight Tripping Hos and the 
Mollies and the T. Swizzles and 
theNubianKweensandtheLatina 
HellfiresandtheD.SideDaggers 
andeverypartoftherainbowthat 
is Cell Block H — I want us to 
come together as powerful and 
empoweredwomenandbringour 



issues to the table and get our 
voices heard on the Inmate- 
OfficerCouncil. 

Let’s talk about the issues! 
Let’s talk about what matters! 
Let’s talk about the itchy jump- 
suitsandthebadcableTVandthe 
off-brand gelatin desserts ! Let’s 
bring our concerns to the council 
andgetresults ! 

Sisters — and that’s how I see 
youall,reallyandtruly,assisters, 
despitetheobviousdifferencesin 
ourlevelsofaccommodationand 
thefactthatmycellsizeisslightly 
larger (only because it has to 
housemypersonallnternetserver 
andmy assistant, SadieBlumen 
thal) — there’s so much we can 
dotogether. 

As we approach Election Day, 
pleasefeelfreetoreachouttome 
personally or to my assistant, 
Sadie. As you may know, Sadie 
Blumenthal is currently “transi- 
tioning” from male to female — 
she was previously known as 
“Sidney Blumenthal” — and is 
oneofmyoldestandmosttrusted 
advisers. Sadie is a terrific gal 
and a lot of fun and I know 
you’re all going to love her as 
muchasldo! 

I’m all in for Cell Block H! 
Andyouknowthatbecausesome 
of the terrific ladies on Level 4 
were nice enough to tattoo that 
onmy backside ! ShowerHouris 
now a great time to show your 
solidarity! Let’s send a message 
to the warden and the bulls that 
we’re united and strong and will 
notbedenied! 

Can’twaittogetstarted! 

Allthebest, 

Hillary 

P. S . : Weal way sneedmoreloose 
cigarettes, individually wrapped 
candy, soaps, or other barter- type 
itemstomakethecampaignasuc- 
cess . Please see Campaign Chair 
person Sadie Blumenthal if you 
canhelp! 
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Kissinger: 1923—1968: The Idealist , by Niall 

Ferguson (Penguin, 1,008 pp., $39.95) 

£ urely no statesman in 

moderntimes,andcertain- 
ly no American secretary 
of state, has been as re 
vered and then as reviled as Henry 
Kissinger.” So begins Niall Ferguson’s 
monumentalbiography, the first volume 
ofwhichtakesthestoryfromKis singer ’ s 
birth until his appointment as national- 
security adviserbyPresident-electRih 
ardNixoninl968. 

Surely Fergusonisright. Onceupona 
time — in 1974, to be exact — Kissinger 
was depicted on thecover of Newsweek 

as a cartoon figure dubbed “Super K.” 
Time calledhim “the world’s indispens- 
able man,” and he even became an im 
probable sex symbol. More recently he 
has been denounced as a war criminal 
andheldresponsibleformassacresfrom 
BangladeshtoCambodia. 

Whateverelseheis, Kissinger, whois 
still active at the age of 92 , has been an 
objectofnever-endingfascination.Thus 
itishardlysurprisingthathehasbeenthe 
subject of numerous books, including a 
previous biography by Walter Isaacson, 
andnumerousstudiesofhisdiplomacy — 

Mr. Boot is a senior fellow at the Council on Toreign 
Relations. He is writing The Road Not Taken: 
Edward Lansdale and the American 
Experience in Vietnam. 



tosaynothingofKissinger ’ so wnspra wl- 
ing memoirs . But Kissinger has appar- 
ently not been satisfied with this 
outpouringofprint.HeaskedFerguson, 
a prolific Scottish-born historian at 
Harvard, to undertake his officialbiog- 
raphyandasaninducementgrantedhim 
accesstoprivatepapersthatnoprevious 
authorhasseen. 

Kissinger no doubt hoped the final 
productwouldbemoreflatteringtohim 
than most of what had previously been 
written Anditis .ButFergusonishardly 
gushing. He can be critical when need 
be. Ferguson’s real achievement is to 
presentKissingemotasacartoonsuper- 
hero or supervillain but as a real per- 
son — and one who was not motivated 
solely, assomeauthorssuggest, bycareer 
advancementbutalsobyadesiretohelp 
hisadoptedhomeland. 

Ferguson’s daring thesis is that Kis 
singer did not start out as a Real 
politiker — i.e., someone devoted to 
preserving the balance of power at all 
costs soastokeepthepeace.“Farfrom 
beingaMachiavellianrealist,”hewrites, 
“Henry Kissingerwasfromtheoutsetof 
his career an idealist, having immersed 
himself as an undergraduate in the phi- 
losophy of the great Prussian philoso- 
pher Immanuel Kant.” Kant’s idea of 
creating a “federation of free states” to 
maintain“perpetualpeace”alsoinspired 
Woodrow Wilson, among others. But, 
Fergusonclarifies,Kissingerwasnot“an 
idealistinthesenseinwhichthewordis 
often used to characterize that tradition 
in U.S . foreign policy that emphasized 
thesubordinationof‘might’tosuprana- 
tionallawsandcourts.” 

Rather, he suggests, Kissinger was 
an “idealist” because he belie ved that 
the contest with Communism would 
havetobewagednotonlyinthemate- 
rial realm — pitting economies and 
weapons systems against each other — 
butalsointhebattleofideas.Inl958, 
for example, Kissinger told Mike 
Wallacethatitwasimportanttomounta 
“spiritual offensive in the world” to 
identify America with aspirations for 
freedom. “These are things we want to 
dobecauseofthevalueswestandfor,” 
he said, “not because we want to beat 
theCommunists.” 



Moreover, Kissinger parted ways 
with Cold War “pragmatists” (or “real- 
ists”) who were willing, Ferguson 
write s , to ‘ ‘quietly surrender Cuba, East 
Berlin, Laos, and South Vietnam to 
Communist control rather than risk a 
confrontationwithMo sco worB eij ing . ’ ’ 
To Kissinger, such ideas smacked of 
1930s appeasement. But was this the 
counsel ofidealism, orofahigherreal- 
ism that held that America’s strategic 
position would become untenable if it 
abandonedkeyallies? 

Iconfesstobeingslightlyconfusedby 
thedistinctionsFergusondrawsbetween 
differentschoolsofforeignpolicy.Buthe 
makes the valid point, quoting John 
Lewis Gaddis, that it is far too easy to 
pigeonhole a thinker as an “idealist” or 
“realist, ’’whereasintherealworldmost 
people act on a spectrum that changes 
accordingtothecircumstances . 

And however one might characterize 
Kissinger, in the end it doesn’t much 
matter, becausetherealattractionofthis 
volume is that it gives a more well- 
rounded, intimate, andcompleteportrait 
of Kissinger’s rise than any previous 
work. It is long, to be sure — more than 
1 ,000pages, and that’s before Kissinger 
even became a policymaker. But it is 
never boring . Ferguson is a witty and 
graceful stylist who keeps the reader’s 
attentionthroughoutthisepicaccountof 
anamazinglife. 

TheyoungmanbornasHeinzAlfred 
Kis singer in B a varia in 1 92 3 emigrat- 
ed to New York with his family in 
1938 .Mostofhisextendedfamilyper- 
ished in the Holocaust. Already 15 
whenhearrived,hebecamethoroughly 
Americanizedinhighschool,whichhe 
attended while working at a shaving- 
brushfactorytohelpsupporthisfamily. 
The process of assimilation — which 
involvedsheddingtheOrthodoxJuda 
ism of his parents — was completed in 
the U.S. Army, which he joined as a 
drafteeinl 943 .OnNovember25,l 944, 
Kissinger found himself back on Ger 
mansoil,thistimeasasergeantworking 
inArmycounterintelligence . 

His j ob was to stop German sabotage 
androotoutNazisinoccupiedterritory. 
Although Kissinger later denied that he 
hadbeen scarredby the Holocaust, Fer 
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guson shows that he was profoundly 
affected when his unit liberated the con- 
centration camp at Ahlem and came face 
to face with the scarecrow-like sur- 
vivors. “We had to kick them to tell the 
dead from the living,” Kissinger wrote 
in an unpublished essay. Yet he resisted 
the urge to seek vengeance, telling his 
counterintelligence team that “this neg- 
ativism must end, somewhere we must 
produce something positive or we’ll 
remain here forever. . . . Lose no oppor- 
tunity to prove by word and deed the 
virility of our ideals.” 

Getting out of the Army, Kissinger 
applied to college and was turned down 
by Columbia, Cornell, and a number of 
others. Oddly enough, only Harvard 
accepted him. Older than other stu- 
dents, a veteran, and already married 
(to a German Jewish girl from New 



York whom he eventually divorced), 
Kissinger did not fit in with other 
undergraduates. But his brilliance car- 
ried him to academic glory. 

After getting his B.A. in 1950, with a 
record-length thesis, he chose to enter 
graduate school. “It cannot be said that 
Kissinger chose the obvious route to 
power,” Ferguson comments of his choice 
to pursue a Ph.D. in Harvard’s department 
of government. He did not help his own 
cause by writing his dissertation — subse- 
quently published as A World Restored: 
Metternich, Castlereagh, andtheProb 
lemsojPeace, 181 2-1 822 — on the seem- 
ingly dusty subject of peacemaking after 
the Napoleonic Wars. 

Yet by the end of the 1950s, Kissinger 
had become an “intellectual-celebrity” 
granted tenure by Harvard, interviewed 
on television shows, and cited by politi- 
cians. His breakthrough came when he 
was hired to direct a Council on Foreign 
Relations study group on nuclear- 
weapons policy. This resulted in the 
1957 publication of Kissinger’s book 
Nuclear Weapons and Foreign Policy , 
in which he argued that it was possible 
and even desirable to use tactical 
nuclear weapons in limited conflicts 
short of World War III. The book re - 
ceived a rapturous reception even 



though its thesis was so unconvincing — 
how could anyone, Ferguson points out, 
have any assurance that “any use of 
nuclear missiles, no matter how limited 
in intent and scale,” would not “escalate 
into full-blown Armageddon”? — that 
Kissinger himself repudiated it three 
years later. 

By then, he had already become the 
closest foreign-policy adviser to New 
York governor and presidential aspirant 
Nelson Rockefeller — a relationship that 
Kissinger would maintain throughout 
the 1960s even as he also worked as a 
part-time consultant to the Kennedy and 
Johnson administrations. Like most of 
his colleagues in what Ferguson calls 
“Boswash” (Boston-Washington), Kis- 
singer had nothing but disdain for 
Richard Nixon, believing him “unfit to 
be president.” By contrast, he idealized 



“Rocky” as (in Ferguson’s words) “an 
American aristocrat, a moderate Re- 
publican, and an enlightened ruler.” 
His unwavering faith in Rockefeller, 
and his concomitant belief that Nixon 
was unelectable, shows how out of 
touch he was with the realities of 
American politics. 

But it also shows that he was not as 
power-mad as he was made out to be. 
Ferguson writes that the only position 
Kissinger sought in 1968 was that of 
under- secretary of defense under Rocke- 
feller, whom he wrongly imagined would 
be named secretary of defense in the 
Nixon administration. Kissinger was 
startled when Nixon, a man he had met 
only once before and then only briefly, 
offered him the job of national- security 
adviser. (Actually he did not at first 
understand that Nixon had offered him 
the job, so strange and indirect was his 
first long conversation with the president- 
elect.) Kissinger did not accept on the 
spot, acceding only after friends such as 
Arthur Schlesinger Jr. urged him to take 
this powerful post. 

Kissinger was only 45, and about to 
ascend to the pinnacle of power. But that 
is a story for a later volume. If it is as fas- 
cinating as volume one, it will be well 
worth waiting for. NR 



FDR in 
Decline 

VICTOR DAVIS HANSON 



1944: FDR and the Year 
That Changed History , by Jay Winik 
(Simon & Schuster, 656 pp., $35) 

J ay Winik is a master of the 
annus magnus school of histo- 
ry, in which the past can best be 
fathomed and told by ferreting 
out individual seminal years. During 
certain annual spurts, historic deci- 
sions come thick and fast, leaving the 
world altered for decades (hence the 
common phrase “the year that changed 
history”). Winik’s April 1865 was a 
masterly account of how a few unfore- 
seen events in the final month of the 
Civil War, none of them preordained 
(from the assassination of Abraham 
Lincoln to Robert E. Lee’s decision to 
surrender, disband his forces, and 
eschew guerrilla war), changed the tra- 
jectory of American history. 

Winik believes a similar hinge of fate 
was the year 1944 — especially Franklin 
Delano Roosevelt’s wartime decision- 
making over those twelve critical 
months. The big-year genre of history, 
however, is a difficult one, precisely 
because all years have their moments 
and see critical change. It is hard to 
establish scholarly criteria that qualify 
some as landmark and others as more 
ordinary periods. Indeed, dozens of 
books with years in their titles — 1914, 
1919, 1939, 1943, 1968 — seem to share 
the same premise. 

Mr. Hanson is a classicist and historian at the 
Hoover Institution , Stanford University ', and the 
author, most recently, of The Savior Generals. 



Kissinger was not as power-mad 
as he was made out to be. 
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Still, Winik is not suggesting that 
1 944wasthemostimportantyearofthe 
warmilitarilyorpoliticallyAgoodcase 
could be made instead (see Richard 
Overy’s 939 )thatthe catalysts for the 
eventualdeathsof60millionwereallin 
place by the summer of 1939. Or it 
could be argued that a E uropean war 

became global only in 1941, when 
Hitler invaded the Soviet Union, the 
Japanese bombed Pearl Harbor and 
Singapore, and Germany and Italy 
declared war on the United States. 
Certainly, the fighting at Stalingrad, El 
Alamein, andGuadalcanalinlate 1 942 
changedthetrajectoryoftheentirecon- 
flict. Before 1942, the Germans and 
Japaneserarelylost;afterthatyear,they 
evenmorerarelywon.For IanBuruma, 
1 945 was Year Zero, when the end of 
the war fostered a new order from the 
ashesoftheold. 

Yet Winik believes that the moral 
and ethical decisions, or rather the 
absence of them, in 1 944 more funda- 
mentallychangedhistory.Thepayback 
D-Day landings doomed the Third 
Reich in a way the Italian campaign 
had not, and put the Allies in reach of 
Germanborderswithinmonths.Roose 
velt was reelect ed in November, and 
Winikmighthavespeculatedingreater 
detailaboutwhatmighthavehappened 
had Roosevelt not dropped Vice 
PresidentHenryWallacefromthetick- 
et — or had a Truman presidency be- 
gun, say, inDecemberl 944ratherthan 
inAprill945. 

HadGeneralDwightEisenhowernot 
signedontotheill-designedOperation 
Market Garden in September 1 944, to 
leapfrog over the Rhine from Holland 
into the Ruhr, and had he instead sup- 
plied the mobile thrusts of George S . 
Pattonratherthantheslowploddingof 
GeneralsMontgomery andHodges ,the 
Allies might well have plowed into 
Germany during autumn 1944 — espe- 
cially giventhepropensityofGermans 
to fightmore resolutely the So viets on 
the weakening Eastern Front. The 
stakeswerehighAGermancollapsein 
the West in 1 944 would have altered 
post-war ge opolitics and saved over 
halfamillionJewsfromtheHolocaust. 

Three themes dominate Winik’snar- 
rativeofl944.0ne,FranklinRoose/elt 
wasfarmoreillthananyonecouldhave 
imagined.Bymidl944,Rooseveltsuf- 
fered from end- stage congestive heart 



failure, heart- valve damage, hyperten- 
sion (with blood pressure regularly 
nearingorexceeding200/ 100), athero- 
sclerosis, andsinus, bronchial, intestinal, 
gall-bladder, and urinary infections. 
DoctorsatBethesdaNavalHospitalby 
late March 1 944 correctly diagnosed 
the president’s maladies andbalefully 
predicted that he had no more than a 
year to live. That prescient prognosis 
wascoveredupbothby Navy doctors 
andbyRoosevelt’sownmedicalteam 
andaides — andthefullstorywasper- 
haps kept from Roosevelt himself. 
Thepresidentoftenslepttwelvehours 
anight. 

WinikisjudiciousandfairtoRoose 
velt, but his detailed descriptions of 
the man’s diminished physical capa 
city suggest one of the greatest presi- 
dential cover- ups of the 20th century, 
one that perhaps more than matched 
thedisinfor mationsurrounding Wood 
row Wi Ison’s or John F. Remedy’s 
seriousmaladies. 

Roosevelt’s ailments were all made 
worsebythestressofthewartimepres- 
idency.Byl944,hehadbeenpresident 
fomearlyelevenyears,longerthanany 
commander-in-chief before or after, 
and was a living argument for a two- 
termlimitonsuchastressfuljob.FDR 
somehowmanagedtomaintainaclan- 
destine affair with old fl ame Lucy 
Mercer Rutherfurd and not unexpect- 
edly found Eleanor Roosevelt’s phone 
calls more intrusive and haranguing 
than soothing . His daily cigarettes and 
martinis ,andwhatwewouldno wcalla 
terrible, high-fatdiet,spikedhisblood 
pressureevenhigher.Thegeneralmus- 
cleerosionandweakeningthatisoften 
found in paralysis patients as they 
reach their sixties made Roosevelt all 
butimmobile. 

Roosevelt, despite his courageous 
public appearances, went to bed for 
not just days but weeks at a time. 
Winik hints that FDR’s eroding physi- 
cal condition in 1944 may explain a 
power vacuum and the inability of the 
president to juggle, as he had in the 
past,severalcriticalissuesatoncewith- 
out tipping his hand on any — with 
unhappy consequences for the Ameri- 
canwareffort. 

Second, Roosevelt remained mos tly 
oblivious to the savage nature of 
Joseph Stalin and the criminal charac- 
ter of the Soviet Union. Perhaps that 



blindness was somewhat understand- 
able, giventhe nearly 30millioncivil- 
ian and military Russian dead on the 
Eastern Front, where 70 to 80 percent 
of the Wehrmacht's soldiers were 
killed. Still, whereas Churchill sought 
pragmatic give-and-take with Stalin, 
Roosevelt — owing either to the physi- 
cal incapacities and discomfort of his 
illnessesortohisinnatenarcissismand 
resulting naivete — believed that his 
once formidable butfadingreparteeand 
eloquencecouldcharmStalinintojoin- 
ing his envisioned team of sober and 
judicious world-policeman states under 
the aegis of the United Nations. The 
conferences in Tehran in November 
1 943andatY altainFebruary 1 945 (nei- 
ther, we note, in 1944) saw Roosevelt 
chide the pro-American Churchill in a 
pathetic attempt to triangulate with the 
Soviets. The near-mor al equivalence 
Roosevelt drew between British colo- 
nialism and Stalinismhadnegativecon- 
sequences for American foreign policy, 
and indeed on global stability, for the 
ensuingdecade. 

Roosevelt’s physical deterioration 
also highlights the third and most 
important of Winik’ s theses : that, by 
1 944,therewasmorethanenoughevi- 
denceofHitler’sFinalSolutionforthe 
Allies, especially theAmericans, to act 

boldly.BraveJews,independentintel- 
ligence officers of refugee organiza- 
tions, and even a few sympathetic 
Gemans all confirmed to Washington 
the same horrific story that slowly 
made its way into the public domain. 
Indeed, firsthand and smuggled-out 
testimonials and diplomatic commu- 
niques about the grand scale of the 
Final Solution came thick and fast in 
1944 — the Vrba-Wetzler report, the 
disclosures of German industrialist 
Eduard Schulte, and the cables and 
telegrams of Geneva-based Jewish- 
rightslawyerGerhartRiegner. 

Yet some of FDR ’ s wartime subordi- 
nates — the villains in varying degrees 
were mostly Breckinridge Long, Ray 
Atherton, and grandee Sumner Welles 
attheStateDepartment,and,evenmore 
notably, “wiseman”JohnJ.McCloyat 
the War Department — hijacked U.S. 
policy concerning the Holoca ust. FDR 
waseithertooillortoounwillingtodo 
much about what would become a 
regrettable ongoing American neglect 
ofmillionsinextremis . 
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As Winik put it, there was to be no 
Lincolnesque“emancipation-proclamation 
moment” that might have made a 
Rooseveltadministrationcommensurate 
with the Great Emancipator’s. There 
would be no massive bombing cam- 
paign to destroy the gas chambers and 
crematoriaatAuschwitzandotherdeath 
camps. Nor would there be a massive 
boatlift of targeted J e ws to the United 
States. (By 1944, the neutral Spanish, 
to take one example, wanted to return 
to the good graces of the ascendant 
Allies — and to make some money — by 
offeringsomeoftheirmerchantmarine 
forthispurpose.) 

Mostoftheeasternovensandcrema- 
toria were within reach of fighter- 
escorted Allied four-engine bombers 
by late 1 944. Nearly a million of the 
Jews who were todiebeforetheendof 
thewarwerestillaliveatthebeginning 
of 1944. In presenting these facts, 
Winik draws heavily on the exacting 
workofthelateMartinGilbert,aswell 
as that of Walter Laqueur and Richard 
Breitman, who have all demonstrated 
that the Allies possessed both the 
knowledgeandthemeanstocurtailthe 
penultimate tolls of the death camps. 
What the Americans lacked, alas, was 
the will. 

Anti-Semitic bureaucrats — ironical- 
ly, just the sorts that Hitler, Goebbels, 
Himmler, and Goering had always 
countedontodolittletostopthemass 
killings — challenged the intelligence 
reports, complained of Jewish whin- 
ing, and dismissed the industry of 
death as little more than camps for 
coercedlaborers. 

Winik is an effective storyteller. He 
expertlyweavestogetherseveralstrands 
of his narrative — the few brave infor- 
mants of the Holocaust, the tragic 
physical collapse of Roosevelt, and 
Allied unresponsiveness to clear 
knowledge of the liquidation of Euro 
pean Jewry. Winik is an admirer of 
Roosevelt, especiallyofthepresident’s 
social conscience and his early efforts 
to rearm the United States and to pro- 
vide military aid to the beleaguered 
RussiansandBritish.Consequently,his 
rivetingstoryoftheabjectmoralindif- 
ference to what we now know was 
good enough evidence of what was 
going on at such places as Auschwitz 
andTreblinkamakeshisindictmentall 
themorepowerful. NR 



Papal 
Espionage 
And the 
Third Reich 

WILLIAM DOINO JR. 




Church of Spies: The Popes Secret 
War against Hitler , by Mark Riebling 
(Basic, 384 pp., $29.99) 

I n March 1939, throngs descend- 
ed upon St. Peter’s Square to 
await the election of the succes- 
sortoPopePiusXI.They didn’t 
have long to wait. In the quickest con- 
clave in four centuries, Eugenio Cardi 
nalPacelli,whohadservedasPiusXI’s 
secretaryofstate,waselected, choosing 
thenamePiusXIItohonorhismentor. 

Among those who witnessed his 
inauguration was Joseph Roth, the 
greatAustriannovelistandfierceoppo- 
nent of Hitler. Roth contrasted Pius 
XII’s elevation with the rise of the 
Third Reich: “The pre-apocalyptic 
beasts who now dominate politics are 
already alluding to their true motives 
for persecuting the Church. [Pius XII] 
is the only one who really hurts them. 
What’s more, those who were not 
afraidofthepopebeforearenowafraid 
ofthisone.” 

It’s a striking observation, given that 
many historians regard Pacelli’s prede- 
cessor, Pius XI, as tougher against the 
Nazis. Yet in his new book, Mark 

Mr. Doino, an online columnist for First Things, 
is the author of a book-length annotated bibliography 
on Pius XII that appeared in The Pius War: 
Responses to the Critics of Pius XII. 



RieblingrevealsthatPacelliwasjustas 
steadfast — ande venmoredaring . 

Among the book’s many revelations 
is Pacelli ’ s prescience about the danger 
of Nazism and his ability to think cre- 
atively in combating it. Often depicted 
asaquietandunassumingpriest,aby- 
the-bookdiplomat,andanaloofpontiff, 
Pacelli was , Riebling demonstrates , the 
exactopposite. 

B om into a prominent family, Pacelli 
wasachampionoftheChurch,butnota 
reactionary who feared modernity. He 
had a lifelong interest in science and 
technology, and a fascination with new 
andsecretmodesofcommunicationUad 
he not been destined to become pontiff, 
he might well have become an accom- 
plishedspymaster — andRiebling ’ sbook 
arguesthatheactuallybecameboth. 

In the Vatican diplomatic service, 
Pacelli dealt with sensitivepolitical sit- 
uations in England, France, and espe- 
cially Germany, where he served for 
morethanadecade( 191 7-29)asapapal 
representative. He emerged as the Vati- 
can’s diplomatic point man during its 
effortstoendWorldWarI;andascardi- 
nalsecretaryofstate( 1 930-39), he was 
a world traveler and communications 
pioneer.HeenhancedVaticanRadioand 
L ’ Osservato re Romano (the Vatican ’ s 
newspaper), turning them into world- 
wide outlets. With such an innovative, 
high-profilerecord,Pacelliwasanatural 
choicetobecomepope . 

His 1939 election was greeted with 
almost universal acclaim, the rare ex 
ception being the Nazis. By then, the 
N aziswerewella wareofPacelli ’ smany 
anti-Nazi statements and actions, and 
commissioned Albert Hard, a former 
Catholicpriest,toassesswhathispontif- 
icatemeantfortheReich.UnderPacelli, 
Hartlwarned,theCatholicChurchwould 
prove a serious threat, because of three 
factors in Catholicism’s arsenal: mili- 
tancy, mutiny, and, aboveall, espionage. 
“The Catholic Church fundamentally 
claims for itself the right to depose 
headsofstate, ’’Hard wrote, “anddown 
to the presenttime ithas also achieved 
thisclaimseveraltimes.” 

B utwhatHartldeclaredalarmingwas 
seen as an opportunity by other Ger 
mans, who, at that very moment, were 
hoping to overthrow Hitler — and look- 
ingforassistance. 

Before the Czechoslovak crisis in 
1938, high-ranking German officers, 
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includingGeneralLudwigBeck, began 
to turn against Hitler, fearing he would 
lead the country into a catastrophic 
war. Beck was soonjoinedby Admiral 
Wilhelm Canaris , head of the Abwehr 
(Germany’s intelligence agency), and 
his deputy, Colonel Hans Oster. They 
hopedtoremoveHitlerbeforehistake 
over of Czechoslovakia, but they were 
thwarted by the Munich agreement of 
late 1938, which appeased Hitler and 
strengthenedhispower. 

After the Nazi invasion of Poland a 
year later, however, the military con- 
spirators, having escaped detection by 
Hitler, began to plot his demise again. 
This time, they made aconcertedeffort 
to reach out to their adversaries, espe- 
cially the British. They wanted to con- 
vince them that there was another 
Gemany,a“decentGermany,”thatwas 
prepared to remove Hitler and restore 
peace, buttheyneededassurancesthata 
post-Nazi German government would 
be supported by the West. For that to 
happen, theyneededapersonwhocould 
serve as an intermediary and vouch for 
theirintegrity. 

TheResistancefounditsidealmanin 
Pius XII, who m Canaris had known 
since his days as a papal nuncio in 
Berlin and who was alsohighly regard- 
ed in Britain. The Resistance was also 
fortunate to have in its service Joseph 
Mueller, ahttle-knownbutastonishingly 
braveCatholiclawyerfromMunich.He 
alsoknewPiusXIIandwaspreparedto 
sacrificehislifetosavetheworldfrom 
Hitler ’ sdeepeningmadness . 

Acting on behalf of the Resistance, 
Mueller tr a v eled to Rome in 193 9 and 
met with the pontiff ’ s top as si s tants to 
ask one critical question: Would Pius 
XII be willing to contact the British 
government and receive guarantees 
that it would back the German Re- 
sistanceifHitlerwasoverthrown?Pius 
XII — knowingitwasanincrediblerisk 
to involve himself and the Church in 
suchaplot — waswillingdoso, inhopes 
ofendingthewar.Hegavehisapproval, 
declaring, “The German Opposition 
mustbeheard.” 

What followed was a series of har- 
rowingevents, grippinglyrecountedby 
Riebling, which led to repeated efforts 
to oust Hitler, all foiled by unexpected 
twists, betrayals, bombsthatfailedtogo 
off,andonesthatdidonlytomisstheir 
target. Anti-Nazi officers and daring 



civilians led the charge, but they were 
given critical moral and logistical sup- 
port by Pius XII, his closest aides, and 
the Jesuit, Dominican, and Benedictine 
religiousorders. 

Numerous other scholars — notably 
Peter Hoffmann and Owen Chad 
wick — have written about the Vati- 
can’s connection with the German 
Resistance, but never with the detail, 
insight, and proof Riebling marshals 
here. Relying on an abun dance of pri- 
mary documents and firsthand testi- 
monies, from many different countries 
andarchives, ChurchofSpies ad/ances 
our historical knowledge in three sig- 
nificantway s. 

First, it has long been thought that 
Pius XII ’s involvement with the anti- 
Nazi Resistance was only tentative and 
fleeting, ending early in the war. But 
Riebling demonstrates that Pius ’ s parti 
cipation was far more extensive and in 

tense. The pope not only directed the 
Church ’ sbishop s , nuncio s ,andreligious 
orders to oppose Nazism and help its 
victims, healsoensuredthattheVatican 
maintained contacts with every major 
Resistance mo vement inside the Reich, 
including the valiant group of officers, 
led by Count von Stauffenberg, who 
triedtoassassinateHitlerinthefamous 
Valkyrieplotof July 1 944. 

Second, Riebling highlight s that the 
conspiracy against Hitler was a deeply 
Christian — and ecumenical — initiative. 
Oneofthebook’smostfascinatingsec- 
tionsshowstheconspiratorsdiscussing 
thereligiousandethicahmplicationsof 
assassination. Some hesitated to sanc- 
tion it, saying it was un-Christian, no 
matter how dire the situation or how 
brutalthe tyrant . B utother s cited S aint 
Thomas Aquinas, who taught that 
tyrannicide wasjustifiedifnoconceiv- 
ablealternativesforprotectingtheinno- 
centandsavingthecommongoodwere 
possible.TheThomisticargumentswon 
theday. 

That all this took place in Germany 
was remarkable. Four hundred years 
before, Christendom had been torn 
asunder by theReformation,butnow,in 
the very country in which it broke out, 
Christians of allpersuasions welcom- 
ing together to find common g round. 

And the institution the Resistance was 
now rallying aroundwas, ironically, the 
onethathaddividedChristiansforcen- 
turies:thepapacy. 



Muchof this changehadto do with 
Pacelli’s high character and theologi- 
cal vision. Admiral Canaris, writes 
Riebling, “spoke reverently of Pius,” 
and Mueller “sensed that Canaris and 
Oster, though Protestants, considered 
the Pope the world’s most important 
Christian. . . .They soughtouttheHoly 
Father, notonlyforclandestinesupport, 
butforsolaceandhope.” 

Pope Francis has spoken of an “ecu- 
menismofblood, ’ ’ref erringtothemany 
Christians, of all denominations, who 
have been martyred in modern times . 
One senses, reading ChurchofSpies , 
thatthe seeds of thatheroic ecumenism 
maywellhavebeenplantedinthecon- 
spiracyagainstHitler,sincesomanyof 
those Christian resisters eventually 
woundupsufferingmartyrdomaswell. 

Third, addressing the controversy 
over Pius XII’s alleged silence ab out 
Nazi atrocities, Rieblingmakesaforce- 
ful, though still debatable, case that 
Pius ’ s decision to restrain his language 
duringtheHolocaustwasdirectlylinked 
to his cooperation with the anti-Nazi 
conspirators, who were advising him 
not to speak “words of fire” in public, 
lest he provoke reprisals against the 
Resistance. The pope followed this 
counsel, butonlyasfarashisconscience 
allowed. His fi rst encyclical, Summi 
Pontificatus , condemned racism and 
totalitarianism; and his Christmas mes- 
sages condemned atrocities of every 
kind, includingrace-basedgenocide, for 
whichtheNazisbrandedhim“amouth- 
piece of the Jewish war criminals.” 
SomeofPiusXII’searlywartimestate- 
mentswerequiteexplicit,anddidcause 
severereprisals — againstbothJewsand 
Catholics — andsomebishopsrefusedto 
publish the pope’s words, precisely for 
thatreason. 

Asthebookapproachesitsconclusion, 
it moves from being a groundbreaking 
new history of the Vatican-German Re 
sistance to a deeply moving account of 
the sufferings and sacrifices of its lead- 
ers.Thefailureoftheconspiratorstokill 
Hitler takes nothing away from their 
courageandheroism. 

Writing with the craft of a novelist 
and the conscience of a me ticulous 
scholar Jlieblinghasproducedamasterly 
account of these events — one that will 
surely impress anyoneopentofreshevi- 
dence and sensitive to the complexities 
ofworldhistory. NR 
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Murder by Candlelight: The Gruesome 
Slayings behind Our Romance with the Macabre , 
by Michael Knox Beran 
(Pegasus, 258 pp., $27.95) 

I N thiseraoforange-suitedvictims 
beheadedorburiedaliveenmasse 
byjihadistfanatics,MichaelKnox 
B eranwouldliketotakeusbackto 
an earlier era of shocking horrors, the 
“classicalageofmurder’’thatreigned,as 
heseesit,inEnglandinthequartercen- 
tury from 1 8 1 1 to 1 837. He calls upon 
court testimony, contemporary news 
accounts, and especially the writings of 
the Romantic prose masters Thomas De 
QuinceyandThomasCarlyletoreexam- 
ine, in all their ghastliness, a series of 
murders that transfixed, delighted, and 
terrifiedtheEnglishpublicoftheday. 

And what is a “classical murder”? 

One that is not clinical or bloodless, 
Beransays — notdeathbypoison,forin- 
stanceAclassicalmurdercarrieswithit 
astrongwhiffof“deviltry”andmystery 
thatcannotbeexplainedawaybymeans 
offorensicsorsocialscience.Theword 
“conditions” came into vogue, Beran 
tells us, in the age of Queen Victoria. 
Murderers, increasingly accepted as an 
unfortunate fact of life in the newly 
crowded metropolises of Europe, were 
supposedly driven to their deeds by the 
deplorableconditionsinwhichtheylived: 
inadequate plumbing, poor hygiene and 
diet, a lack of schooling. (Beran labels 
thisthe“Whigtheoryofcrime.”)Experts 
invariousfieldscouldstudyandremedy 
theseconditions,thetheorywentActsof 
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Parliament could be passed to improve 
the physical and mental health of the 
nation’s most vulnerable citizens; thus 
treated withcompassion,potentialkillers 
wouldtumadeafeartothedemonicwhis- 
persthaturgedthemtowarddepravity. 

But prior to this utopian project, the 
prophets of Romanticismknewenough 
togi vee vilitsdue .B eranofferspassing 
praise to early Gothic creations such 
as Horace Walpole’s Castle of Otranto 
(1764), whichspurredalegionof similar 
“shudder novels” that depicted lovely 
lassesandinnocentsoulsviolatedinvari- 
oustitillatingways.WhentheGothicfor- 
mulagrew stale (JaneAustenmockedit 
in Northanger Abbey ), the Romantic 
novelistsandpoetstookupthegauntlet, 
plungingdeeperintotheheartofhuman 
darkness. SamuelTaylorColeridge, with 
his demonlovers ; Sir Walter Scott, with 
his witches and gremlins ; Lord Byron, 
founder of the Order of the Skull, whose 
adherents drank claret out of craniums ; 
MaryShelley,withherrebel-heromonster 
in Frankenstein ; and Percy Shelley, with 
hismghtmarishvisionsofdearfriendsla 
ceratedanddeadchildrenreanimated — all 
soughttopenetratetothedepthsofihuman 
nature.Allsoughttoreachunderstanding 
not by way of analysis and logic — the 
favoredtoolsoftheEnlightenment — but 
byemotionandsympathy.Thetask,Beran 
writes, wastoevokethedeepfeelingthat 
evil 4 ‘lives in each of us , feeding on the 
wormsthatfesterinthevitalsofourspir- 
it.”Themurdererisus . 

Thetruegeniusesinthisendeavorwere 
not the Romantic poets and novelists, 
Beranargues,butthe“murderhistorians” 
such as Carlyle and De Quincey, who 
struckdeliciousterrorintheirreadersby 



anatomizing the mindset of notorious 
fiendsandrecountingthegrislydetailsof 
their handiwork. The first case B eran 
presents is that of J ack Thurtell, a silk 
merchant from Norwich who in 1 821 
soughthisfortuneinLondon. 

Thurtellhadapassionforgamblingand 
soonfellinwithacoupleofscoundrels. 
He sethis fabric shop onfiretoreap the 
insurance(intheprocessruininganadja- 
cent business, which lacked insurance), 
conspired (and failed) to win the affec- 
tions of a wealthy young woman whose 
beauheattempted(andfailed)tokill,and 
finallyfellintothedebtofoneMr.Weare, 
a more accomplished huckster than he. 
Unlike Thurtell, Weare, by dint of cun- 
ning and cash, had acquired a patina of 
respectability among the beau monde of 
London.Thurtellenviedandloathedhim 
and, when Weare refused him a loan of 
five pounds, swore vengeance. Pretend 
ingreconciliation,ThurtellinvitedWeare 
to go shooting outside London, with the 
addedlureof'flat-catching” — usingtrick 
cards , they would fleece ay oung , newly 
propertiedgentlemanofsomeportionof 
his riches. For Weare, the weekend’s 
leisure activities did not go as planned. 
Hisbodywasfishedoutofabrookseveral 
dayslater,withhisthroatslashedandhis 
feet tied together and sticking out of a 
too-shortsack. 

AllofLondonwasrivetedbythetrial. 
Carlyle found in the person of Weare a 
symbolof the shallow pretensions of his 
contemporaries . A witness averred that 
Weare was a “respectable” fellow, the 
proofbeingthatherodeaboutinahorse- 
drawncarriage : “Hekeptagig.” Carlyle 
seized upon this image and henceforth 
delighted in skewering vulgar up-and- 



THE GARDEN 

Nothing to do with me, 

All that it grows: 

Whatever I might see — 

A vole, a rose. 

Who gives, who takes away? 
Look how it grieves, 

How what shoots up today 
Falls among thieves, 

While in the dark I lie, 
Failing to call, 

Flailing to rise and cry 
Mercy for all. 




Text 



OCTOBER 19, 2015 



-SARAH RUDEN 






comers by exclaiming “the gig of re 
spectability again ! ” SirWalter Scott also 
followed Thurtell’s trial, to the point of 
obsession. He collected news clippings, 
chapbooks,anddoggerelaboutthemur- 
derjiadthemboundintoaspecialedition, 
andrumi natedo verthem 4 ‘as arecipefor 
lowspirits.” 

B eran goes on to recount other high- 
profile murders of 1 9th-century London, 
including that of Hannah Br own, whose 
fiance dismembered her on Christmas 
Eve,apparentlyinafitofrageafterlearn- 
ing she lackedthe300poundsheneeded 
tostartanewlifeinAmericawithanother 
woman; that of Lord William Russell, 
whose valet (first stripping completely 
nude to avoid getting blood on his 
clothes) nearly decapitated him as he 
layinhisfour-posterbed;andthenever- 
sol ved Wapping murders of 1 8 1 1 , when 
twoe ntirehouseholds(includingathree- 
month-old baby, an apprentice, and a 
servingwoman) were savagely murdered 
twelvedaysapartinEastLondon. 

One ofthe many pleasures ofBeran’s 
book,inadditiontohislusciousprose,is 
thathepacesthenarrationofeachfamous 
murder as adroitly as a mystery writer. 
Short chapters withpiquanttitles — “The 
BodyintheBrook,”“Wolf’sPaw” — lead 
the reader along as eac h crime narrative 
unfolds. As with detective novels, we 
leamtokeepaneyeoutfortherevelatory 
detail: The red shawl JackThurtell first 
used to disguise himself in his botched 
attempttokillaromanticrivalshowsup 
later, filled with stones and wrapped 
aroundWeare ’ swaterloggedcorpse . 

B eran doesn’t let us get too comfort- 
ableinpuzzle-solvingmode,though.He 
decriesthedevolutionofmurder-w riting 
into the mere whodunit in which the 
killer ’ s identity is at last revealed, after 
much logical analysis, and we learn — 
thankgoodness — thatheisnotaperson 
likeyouorme.Intentoninstruction(ofa 
spiritual nature, one senses) as much as 
onentertainment, B eran splices medita- 
tive interludes into his account. These 
time-outs are sometimes challenging, 
oftenilluminating,andalwaysoriginal. 

For instance, he offers De Quincey, 
most famous for his Confessions of an 
English Opium-Eater ( 1 82 1 ), as the “in 
dispensable guide to the malefactions of 
Thurtell” — especially in De Quincey ’s 
essay “On the Knocking atthe Gate in 
Macbeth.” And yet this essay, coinci- 
dentally published the very month that 



Thurtell murdered Weare, doesn’t men- 
tion Thurtell at all. B eran interprets De 
Quinceyinterpreting Macbeth tohelpus 
interpretthecrimestoryofThurtelland 
itsgripontheEnglishpublic.Thelayers 
of allusion and cross-reference across 
eras are at fir st be wildering , but the in 
sight Beran uncovers is worth the jour- 
ney. After Thurtell sliced Weare ’ s throat, 
heretiredwithhisaccomplicestothe par- 
lorofanearbycountryhome,wherethey 
drankbrandyanddinedonpork;Thurtell 
even placed a watch chain, ripped from 
Weare a short while before, around the 
neckoftheladyofthehouseltisthissud- 
denrestorationofordinarylife — whatDe 
Quincey seesintheporter ’ sknockatthe 
gate at the end of Macbeth — that truly 

revealsthedepthofevilthatcamebefore. 
Berannotesthatthe public was s hocked 

asmuchby the 4 4 weirdie vity’ ’ofThurtell 
andhis chums , partying in the parlor, as 
bythemurderitself.Thisisalsowhy,one 
mightadd, aPlannedParenthoodtechni- 
cian’s cheerful quip of “Another boy !” 
whileidentifyingtatteredbabypartsina 
piedishshockstheconsciencealmostas 
muchastheabortionitselfdoes . 

The underlying question Murder by 
Candlelight provokes is: Why? Why 
doesB eran, likeDeQuinceyandCarlyle 
andScott,wishtodelveintothe“secret 
springsofwickedness”?Whyishedis- 
appointedwithhimselfwhen,byhisown 
estimationJieonoccasionfailsto“worm 
[his]wayintotheevilspirit”ofamurder 
scene?Doeshehavemurdersomewhere 
inhisheart?Theanswer,Ithink,istwo 
fold,anditiswhatmakeshisbookmore 
soulfoodthancabinetofcuriosities.First: 
Yes,h edoes — asindeedeachofusdoes. 
This is what the Romantics sought to 
teach:Evilisapermanentelementofthe 
soul(theTorytheoryofcrime) .Knowing 
thatwecannoteasilylookthisintheface, 
Berantakesusbacktoatimesafelydis- 
tant,toreawakenustothistruth.Second, 
he wishes us to put God in the picture: 
“Hewhobelievesthalhisredeemerliveth 
cancontemplateeventhespidersucking 
the life-juices out of its victim without 
feelingthattheuniverseismorallysick.” 
Ifwearetounderstandandresistevil,we 
muststartfromabehefincompensating 
goodness. With Beran as our tutor, we 
willbealittlebetterpreparedthaiexttime 
weseeamaninanorangejumpsuitkneel- 
ingbeneathablade,orthetiny, dissevered 
remainsinapieplateofaboywhodidn’t 
livelongenoughtobebor n. NR 
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Film 

Bedeviled 

ROSS DOUTHAT 

B lack Mass, inwhichacadav- 
erous Johnny Depp portrays 
James “Whitey” Bulger, the 
famous Bostongangster and 
FBIinformant,isthekindofmoviethat 
gives competence a bad name. It is a 
very well-made film: handsome, never 
boring, with strong performances in 
almost all the maj or parts . Yet it’s also 
deeplydisappointing,afilmthathitsits 
marksbutneverfiguresoutexactlywhat 
itwantsustocareabout,orwhyitexists 
asastoryatall. 

Whichisunfortunate,becausethereal- 
life Bulger story is strange, fascinating, 
and an easy elevator pitch: An Irish- 
AmericanhoodlumfromSouthiewitha 
successfulpoliticianbrothergetsrecruited 
by the feds, uses their protection to rub 
outhisrivalsandconsolidatehispower, 
andthen, whenthenettightens , goes on 
thelamfor 1 6 y earsbeforehe ’ scaught. 

Martin Scorsese’s The Departed bor- 
rowedfromtheBulgermythosbutleftits 
most interesting elements unexplored: 
therelationshipbetween Whitey andhis 
respectable sibling Billy, who served as 
presidentoftheMassachusettsstatesen- 
ateduringhisbrother ’ scriminalheyday, 
andthestillmoremysteriousrelationship 
between Whitey and his FBI handler, 
who enabled him far past the point of 
eventhemostcold-bloodedsortofwis- 
domandultimatelypaidforitinj ail. 

These relationships should be at the 
heartof BlackMass ,whichhastwowon- 
derfulactors ,B enedictCumberbatchand 
Joel Edgerton, flanking Depp as Billy 
Bulger and the FBI’s John Connolly, 
respectively.Butthefilmneverquitefig- 
ures out what it wants to do with them. 
Cumberbatchis modestly miscast: His 
Englishaccentkeepsslippingoutandhe 
plays Billy as too toffish, to the point 
wherey oucan ’ timaginehime vergro w- 
ingupinSouthBoston,letalonestaying 
loyal in any way to a gangster brother. 
Butthescriptalsofailstogivehimany- 
thingtoworkwith,keepingthecharacter 
| atarm’ slengthfromthestoryanddeclin- 
| ingeventospeculateonthenatureofthe 
I twomen’sstrangesiblingbond. 



With Connolly we get more material, 
and Edgerton works hard in the part, 
playing the agent as a salesman, who 
worksBulgerbut^noreimportant, works 
the skeptical crowd he’s selling Bulger 
to — fromhis fellow agents (acredulous 
DavidHarbour,aresistantKevinBacon) 
tohisincreasinglyunhappywife(Julianne 
Nicholson). Connolly grew up on the 
same streets as the Bulgers, and in 
Edgerton’s performanceyoucan seethe 
hustle, themixofarrogance, anxiety, and 
desperation that hauled him up to the 
bureauandthencasthimdownagain. 



B ute verytimey ouwantthemo vieto 
stay with Connolly a little longer, to 
giveusaclearersenseofhistrajectory 
withBulger — thecompromises,theself- 
deceptions, the point of no return — it 
swings the focus back to the gangster. 
WithDeppinthelead,thisisunderstand- 
able, and to his credit the star, often a 
scenery-chewer, gives a performance 
that’ s atonceriveting andrestrained. As 
big-screenSatansgo(acharacterisread- 
ing TheExorcist Justin case we don’t 
quite get the point) , his Bulger is much 
more terrifying than Jack Nicholson’s 
hammy take in The Departed precisely 
becausehehardlyeveroverdoesit;he’s 
ruthlesslyviolent,butalwaysincontrol. 

Unfortunately he’s also just a devil, 
unconflicted in his will to power and 
therefore not as interesting as a leading 
character needs to be. The movie in 
cludessomegesturesatthehumanitythat 
presumably existed somewhere beneath 
Bulger ’s wicked carapace — he loses a 



child to illness, he mourns his aged 
mother — butneitherthescriptnorDepp’s 
performancemakesyoubelievethathis 
relationships and his grief were any- 
thingbutselfish,anexternalizedexpres- 
sionof theprinceofdarkness ’ shorrible 
self-love. 

Devils do exist, and there is nothing 
wrong with presenting Bulger as an 
essentially Stygian figure. But then you 
need a clearer depiction of exactly how 
he pulled other people down into perdi- 
tionwithhim,orhowtheydeceivedand 
damned themselves . And the makers of 



BlackMass neverseemtorealizethatthis 
iswhattheirfilmshouldbeabout;they’re 
tooeagertoskipaheadtothenextwhack- 
ing,thenextmomentwhenBulgerdoes 
something even worse than what we’ve 
seen him do before, instead of stepping 
backfromhisdepredationsandlettingus 
see the story more throughhis brother’s 
orhishandler ’ seyes . 

And Depp’s restraint in the part, 
while frightening andplausible, means 
that the crimes themselves are never 
ripely entertaining in the garish, trashy 
way of certain gangster movies. His 
Bulgerisno Tony Soprano, buthe’sno 
TonyMortanaeither. 

Whichleavestherestraint — themalig- 
nant charisma, the frightening stillness, 
the gleaming deep-seteyes — asthebest 
reason to see this film. Is it impressive 
and effective ? Yes , it is . Is it interesting 
enough to hand over two hours of your 
life? Having handed over two hours of 
mine, Icanpromiseyouit’ snot. NR 
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Country Life 

Duskfall 




RICHARD BROOKHISER 



K ids come back to college at 
the end of August, butnight 
comesbackintoitsownatthe 
endofSeptember,sobdween 
freshman orientation and the equinox is 
anoddmonthEndofsummer?Beginning 
offall?Inagarden,it’sthehomestretch. 

Gardensbegincoldandbare. Drained 
soaker hoses lie like discarded ropes or 
dead snakes. When the compost pile 
finally unfreezes, you spread on a dark 
hopefullayer.Thefirstthingstopokeup 
areofcour seweeds ,plusafe wasparagus 
tips. On your knees, you plant peas. 
Poking the soil to make holes for seeds 
feels like sexual harassment, intimate 
and futile: It’s impossible to imagine 
anythingcomingofthis. 

Astheweatherwarms ,y oucallinrein- 
forcements: six-inch-high tomato plants 
fromthegreenmarket,plugsoflettuceor 
basil in black plastic six-packs. As chil- 
dren, perhaps we were taken (bored) 
through ye olde herb gardens at historic 
sites, or livednearold folks who tended 
their flowers . Such experiences left us 
withimagesofgardensthatwereorderly 
andstatic Butwhenagardemsyouro wn, 
youlearn :Youcanplanteheekbyj owl ,so 
longasyoufortifythesoilwithcompost, 
andyoucanmoveplantsaround,asother 
plantsblockoffneededlightorofferwel- 
comeshade.Youarealsoconstantlythin- 
ning your herds : eating them, of course, 
butalsouprootingtheweakandthesick. 
Bugsnibbledthisone — giveitahaircut. 
Some disease sure made that one look 
funny — pullitup .IftherewerePeoplefor 
the Ethical Treatment of Plants, all gar- 
deners wouldbeinj ail. 

June is the month of glory. The light 
will go on forever. Wrens (the German 



word is aunkonig , fence king) move 
from post to post, singing. The apothe- 
cary rose blooms now, and now only. 
Japanese beetles have not yet arrived. 
Your once-naked space shows greenery, 
evenalongthefence’ssuggestionsofan 
enclosure.Thisisthelife ! 

Highsummerbringsrankness.Borage, 
havingshotup,topplesover.Theaspara- 
gus youmissedbackinthe spring sends 
up weirdinedible plumes . J ohnny-jump- 
upsinthegardenpathwerecute,butnow 
they are joined by volunteers — hello, 
chickweed — that are not cute. Climbing 
beansneednohumanhelp,theywillgrow 
up your legs if you stand still, but bush 
beans must be staked lest they fight the 
warofallagainstall.Tomatoes, propped 
upininverted conicalcages ,mustbebut- 
tressedbytreebranchesandmetalfence- 
posts to keep their dangling arms aloft. 
It’s hot out there; you wear a DEET- 
infusedhattokeepoffbugs andthe sun, 
butitisnotpleasant.LikeGrantorFoch, 
you keep putting in more lettuce to 
replaceitsfallencomrades . 

August thanks God for sunflowers: 
They stare right back at the great inter- 
rogator.Thehosesthatseemedneedlessin 
the spring have become niggardly life- 
lines . Everything gets done from 5 to 8 
p.M.;itwouldbemadnesstoworkearlier. 
Showering afterward is always a mys- 
tery : You know you have not rubbed 
handfulsofdirtontoeverypatchofbody 
hairincludingthelittlethat 
ranains on your head, yet 
those regions always seem 
totumupgrit. 

Nowisthehomestretch. 

Beans aredone ; afew shell 
beansremainintheirpapery 
pods, black, red, or speck- 
led, tobesprungintoabowl 
with a satisfying pop. To- 
matoes are taking their 
bows : Whataglorious per- 
formance they have given, 
cherries and beefsteaks, 
rainbows and Aunt Ruby’s 
German greens , plump as buttocks in a 
Boucher. Zucchini vines twist and wind 
over their beds and downinto the paths, 
stiff and prickly, covered by dense 
canopies ofleaves . Never letthembe, or 
youwillbedismayedtodiscoverthemon- 
strous produce that swelled out of sight 
(or,asThomasHardyputit,“Inshadowy 
silent distance grew the zucchini too”) . 
Pumpkins, similarly generated and con- 



cealed, seemlesssinister;theirbrightcol- 
ors and their round shapes give them 
away,andtheygro wnobiggerthanheads . 
Nowfinallychardcomesintoitsown;we 
clippeditandclippeditallyear, dimpled 
reptilianleaveswithbrightorangestems, 
throwing it all away, because it doesn ’ t 
workinsaladsanditwasnotyettimefor 
steaming, butoncepalateschangewiththe 
weather, chardbecomesakeeper. 

Plants work overtime to make and 
scatter their seeds before winter. One 
year,asquashplantgrewinthecompost 
binthatsitsjustinsidethetreelineatthe 
topofthelawn.Itsentarunnersunward, 
creeping over rocks and sedge. When it 
found the light it flowered and fruited. 
Touchdown, with a minute left in the 
SuperBowl.Nowthesunflowersbow,as 
if praying that whatever seeds the gold 
fincheshavenotpickedoutwillfindpay- 
dirtandbreedsuccessors . 

Wegooutearlierbecausenightcomes 
downearlier;atthetimeweusedtothink 
ofhavingalittleMaywine,itisdark.At 
dusk,wheneveritcomes,thebarredowls 
ask, “Who cooks for you?” My wife. I 
knowwhopicksforher:me,andmywife. 
Itis the time to wonder when things will 
end.Isaytoher,“Ibetthehummingbirds 
havemigrated,”andthensheseesone,or 
Ido,andthenweseeanother,andthenwe 
don’t.Therearemapleleavesonthelawn, 
dryandyellowed.Drought,ortimetodie? 
Firstit’stheformer,thenthelatter. 



Some things will go to the very last 
minute.Kaleguardsourgardengate,tall, 
dark,andmassive,likeeunuchsinthesul- 
tan’scourt.Forchefsitisthevegetableof 
themoment,butitisasstubbomasTrump 
or the Kardashians . Calendula will shine 
on until Thanksgiving. And as long as it 
does,therewillbetoilingbees,slowerand 
slower, like old people looking through 
theirscrapbooks. NR 




NATIONAL REVIEW 50 





Happy Warrior BY DAVID HARSANYI 

Happier Warrior 



F or most of human existence , the average man 
couldlookforwardto arelatively shortlife of 
chasing game or extracting enough sustenance 
from the ground that his family could avoid 
starvation — at least, anyone in his family who had sur- 
vived birth, precarious weather, natural disasters, infec- 
tions, pestilence, accidents, wildlife, and all the other 
troublesoftheworld. 

Evenifhewasbrilliantlysuccessfulinthisendeavor,it 
wasnotimprobablethatonedayhewouldgazeatthehori- 
zon andglimpse ahorde of antagonistic fellow humans 
approachinghishut.Thesestrangersmighthaveemerged 
from the sea, or they might have trekked from a foreign 
land, ormaybetheyjusthikedoverfromthenext village; 
buttheyprobablyintendedtoslaughterhiminsomehighly 
disagreeablemanner,rapehiswife,andthrowhischildren 
intoashortbutbrutallifeofslavery. 

In other words , all things considered, your life is only 
mildlyunpleasant. 

If it’s true that we can judge the temperament of the 
country by survey ingits popular culture , the nation ’ s col- 
lective psyche has an unhealthy apprehension about cor- 
ruption, apocalypse, and unconscionable acts of mass 
violenceinasocietyperpetuallyonthevergeofcollapse. 

I’ mnotgoing to lie : Ieatalotofitup . Notonly ontele- 
vision — my favorite platform for sampling end-of-days 
fare — but anywhere I can find walking dead, vampires, 
robot singularities, or various other forms of dystopian 
strifedescendingonaworldracingtowardsomeMalthusian 
endalmostalwaysmadepossiblebyourownmalfeasance 
andcowardice. 

This trend is apparent not only in the adult cultural 
world, butalsointhemorallyvacuousbooksandmovies 
thatdominateteenculture.Inatimewhensocietycoddles 
youngpeople,wehave TheHunger Games (astoryabout 
childrenthrownintoamurderouscompetitiontoentertain 
the despotic upper class), the Divergence series (a story 

about children who must fulfill some preordained pur- 
pose or be murdered by the despotic upper class) , The 

Maze Runner (a story about children who solve giant 
puzzlesorelse...yougettheidea),andhundredsofsim- 
ilarrip-offsliningthe shelves of libraries and waiting to 
getmadeintorottenmovies.Everythingisscary .Nothing 
isreal.Notreally. 

Socialcriticswilltellyouthatthesekindsoftrendsin 
popular culture reflect widespread apprehension about 
the future. And nearly every survey about that future 
tells us something similar. Not long ago, a Wall Street 
/owraa//NBCNewspollfoundthat76percentofAmeri- 
cansdonotbelievethattheirchildren’sliveswillbebetter 
than their own — despite all the available evidence to the 
contrary, all the technological advances, and the indis- 

Mr. Harsanyi is a senior editor of the Federalist. 



putablyupliftingtrajectoryofhistory.Thisnumberisnow 
at an all-time high. Americans believe that the environ- 
mentisgettingworse,despiteoverwhelmingevidencethat 
everything from our water to our air is getting cleaner. 
Americans are more anxious about crime even as it falls , 
aboutgunsevenastheydolessharm,aboutcommodities 
even though there is less scarcity than ever, about our 
moral character even as we treat one another with more 
dignity, and about disease even as it is increasingly con- 
trolledorcured. 

Polling suggests that Americans are increasingly dis- 
pleasedwiththeiiownlivesaswell Accordingtoa20 1 4Fox 
News survey, only 53 percent of citizens considerthem- 
selves “very happy” or “happy.” In 200 1,68 percent of 
AmericansconsideredthemselveshappyA20 1 3Galluppoll 
foundthat70percentofAmericansdescribedthemselvesas 
“disengaged”fromtheirwork.Mostpollsdecadesagofound 
thatAmericanswerehighlycontentwiththeirwork. 

Thoughthisisfarfromthefirsttimethenationhashad 
todealwithaweakeconomy,perhapsit’seconomicuncer- 
taintythathasj adedus .B lameitonthemedia,whichblo w 
every morsel of bad news out of proportion, on Chicken 
Little environmentalists, and on those cantankerous pun- 
ditswhowritebookslikeningcontemporarypoliticalmis- 
fortunestothefourhorsemenoftheApocalypse. 

Maybe it’s Washington. Politics is the art of convinc- 
ing voters that everything will fall apart if you’re not 
elected AsAmericanscontinuetodrifttowardopposing 
ideologicalandculturalpoles,andaspoliticiansratchet 
up the blood-curdling rhetoric, the consequences of 
theircandidates’defeatseemincreasinglyharrowingto 
voters . AskDonaldTrump or B ernie S anders fans how 
dreadfulthefuturewillbeifwecontinuetoallowestab- 
lishment puppet masters to run the show. How can we 
make America great, againl^y stopping the future and 
keeping the tedious, low-paying manufacturing jobs 
othernationshavepilferedfromourchildren — who will 
now be forced to work in air-conditioned offices , using 
computersandcellphones,ratherthanstandingonassem- 
bly lines and gluing together cheap, junky plastic toys, 
wherethey belong . 

Theproblemsofcorrupt,intrusivestateinstitutionsand 
bad policies are genuine, and they adversely affect the 
lives of millions of Americans every day. But Congress 
shouldnothavetopassabilltomakeyouhappy.Neither 
should your faith be tethered to a person who is elected 
e very foury ears. 

Asasmall-“c”conservative,rmtypicallyabigsupporter 

ofskepticismAmericansshouldbesuspicious.Unsatified. 

Disgruntled.Theyshouldfeeluneaseaboutabusesofpower 

andtheilliberalwhimsofthemajority.Peoplearetheworst, 

afterall.Igetit.WeneedtokeepAmericaonitstoes. 

Whatweshouldnotdoisdespair.Thisisnottheworst 
oftimes.Notevenclose. NR 
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Analyze Aristotle, 
Encounter Einstein 
Savor Shakespeare, 

Turn to St. Thomas 
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An Original History Series 
from C-SPAN 

Premieres LIVE 9 pm ET, Mon., Oct. 5 




Oct. 5 Marbury v. Madison (1803) 

Oct. 12 Scott v. Sandjord (1857) 

Oct. 19 The Slaughterhouse 
Cases (1873) 

Oc t . 26 Loch ne r v. New York ( 1 905 ) 

Nov. 2 Schcnck v. United States (1919) 

Nov. 9 Korematsu v. United States (1944) 

Nov. 16 Youngstown Sheet & Tube 
Co. v. Sawyer (1952) 



Nov, 23 Brown v. Board of Education 
oj Topeka (1954) 

Nov. 30 Mapp v. Ohio (1961) 

Dec. 7 Baker v. Carr (1962) 

Dec, 14 Miranda v. Arizona (1966) 

Dec. 21 Roe v. Wade (1973) 
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